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Dear Ar i :

r again thank you for giving our cit lzensr group the opportunityto present story ideas Lo yoirr i"".n"i ism students.

As part of the curricurum, you tord me you try to give yourstudents a sense of the t,structure of gove_rnmeDt,,, and that youlrere planning a. crass lrip to the courts and possibry, as you hadlas t  year ,  to  the  D.A.  rs  6 f f i ce  as  " ; i i .

However, lest. your students nlstakenry equate the nstructure ofgovernmentrr with its proper functioniirg, 
-the 

experiences of ourgroup--which hre propoie Lo share with your students--wirr be aneye-opening counterpoint .  rndeed, our c i t izensr group existsprecisely because our government does not function as it isstructured to do, where vested polit icar intei"=i" 
-.r" 

at stake.
The center for Judiciar A".:g."1!.uir1.ty grew out of !h" work of a
91!izen9 group carred the "Ninth Jud-ic' ia-i ttrri l t-"-",, i. Forme<l inl-989, that gro-up r.tas a grass-roots response to the manipurationof judiciar e-rections bi party leader:s in ttre l l intn JudiciarDistr ict  of  _New 

york,  an area compris ing the count ies ofwestchester,  putnarn,  Dutchess, orange, and Rockrand count ies.
when we organlzed the Ninth Judlclal conrnittee--whose purpose wasto improve the. quar i ty of  the juaic iary--we ber ieved--naively__that the I 'structure of governmentrr and tire """""pi-"i 'rchecks andbarancesrr  realry worked. we ber ieved that state agencies chargedwith the duty of  enforcement of  the raw and ethical  standardswould investigate documented cornplaints of corrupt practi-ces byparty leaders,  judges, and woutd-Le juates.  we were v/rong.

L
enclosed

A biographic
c r i t i que .

profi le appears at the end of our
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our serious compraint that a 1989 cross-endorsements dearr €rSwer l  as  f raud and i l rega l i t y  .c -  tn "  jua ic ia r  nominat ingconventions 
;whi.ch- impr.emented that deal, had tainted thenominat ion of  judges 

-  
in the Ninth Judic iar  Distr ict ,  wasdisnissed without invest igat ion

Thereafter, berieving that' the courts wourd enforce the raw thatpubr ic agencies had ia i red.. to,__y..  sougtr t  i "a i l i " i -  i i t " .*rent ion onbeharf  of  the voters in the Ninth ; ia ic iar  o i r l . i " t .  rnstead,the courts,  r i - \e those_.pubr i .c .g"tr- i "" ,  u"tr .yed the pubr ic t rustby knowingry disregarding ereme-ntary 
_Jutes 

oi raw 
-ana 

.farsifyingthe factual record in 
-order 

to ri6s6prr our meriiorlous Iegalchal lenges.

Finarry,  bel levlng that the ,checks and barances, of  ourexecut lve and regi i rat ive branches ; ; ; ;  funct ional ,  hre turned tothe Governor and the readers of the state senate and a=""mbly toinvestigate the subversion of our state judiciary and governmentagencies, which we had painstakingly ao".r*"r,ted. our unremittingefforts--arr  leading nowhere--eJt iur ished not onry the totardys func t ion  o f  those two branches,  b ; i -  t l ; - i ,  cover_up,conpl ic i ty,  and corrusion so as to keep the judic iary a fer t i reground for polit ical deal-making and fitronug"-.
our group has also shown that the noninat ing.process underry ingappointment to rhe federar judiciaiv 

-i= 
. !ffiii lri!- i 'r"cred bypolit icar dear-rnaking and pa-tronage 

'consiaerationJ. 
Two yearsaqto we undertook a six-mo.nth crit ique of. that j i"""==. Takingthe nonination of westchester county rxecutive anarew orRourke toa district court Judgeship as a ,icase 

_ studyrr r w€ concrusi-verydemonstrated Mr.  otRourkerJ unf i tness urra tnut ,
'a serious and dangerous situation exlsts atevery rever of  the judic ia l  nominat ion andconf i rmat ion .  process-- f ron the in; ;pai ;n ofthe senatorial recomnendation up to andincruding nonination by th; president andconf irmat-ign . by the se-nate--resurting tiomthe derer ict ion of  ar t  invorved, inJruai"g
the professional  organizat ions of  the bar.  r l
(a t  p .  2  o f  our  c r i t ique)

Yet,  despi te ^9yr.  v igorous ef for ts to get the u.s.  senate toraunch an of  f  ic iat  invest igat ion Gt" the =".r ,d.ro,r= non_screenlnq that we documented, we were 
-met 

with the same patternof cover-up and pretense as had been our experience in Arbanythen--and thereafter.
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an important
es tab l i sh ing

rndeed, returning to the _state levelr w€ went on to document,rast year'  that our state^Legisl . i i r ; , ' in aaait i"n' i"  covering uppalpable corrupt ion of  jua ic i i i '  e lect i . ; ; -  Jor" r=- rp theperversion of the appointnient p.*"== as it rerates to theGovernor I s nominationi- of -_ judges t" ",r, state I s highest court,touted as ,merit selection,,,- btit which-is .-"-vttir ig iut.
Thereln ries- the- second prong of our intended presentatlon__theimportant rore the rnedia Tyrt pray ir government is to functj-onproperry and 'the cover-up,, uncbve'rea. Arl the "rrorro.r= effortsand sacrif ice of whisrle--browins 1"a1"1a,ii l"- ' ;; j ' ; ;oups such asours cannot succeed without ur6aia attention. 5", experiencemakes p r  a in .  that  government of  f  ic iarr-  

-  
*r i r r  

- -not  
conf rontdocumentary evidence tnat is 

-  
t rary- ' t "  their- interests unressthey are conpel led to do so. c lear lyr  r ro reason is morecomperr ing to pol i t ic ians t11".  tne 

-giare 
of  pubr ic i ty and theindignat ion of  ln informed publ ic.  

J-

Not onry can we can offer your students a vast amouht of naterialfor  powerful  and inspirat ionar stor ies of  c i t iz"rr-" i ro. ts to makeour dernocracy work, but $te have . l i lu^.rr" trove of inforrnationfor dynamite-stories arrecttnj irr. ". l,Jia."ie" oicl.r"r 'o,. cuono,Attorney Generar Kopperr ,  u.s.  senator Moynihan, among others.
we ber leve that i f  these stor ies hrere to be rereased beforeElect ion Day, they courd change tne'urt iate outco*".  As yourstudents wirr^ reaairy.  recogniz6 rrom o.,  pr""entat ion,  these areful lv-documented stoi ies of  por i t icar 

- ind- 
iuai- i i i  corrupt ion ofthe rankest sort--about whic i r  tn"-" i i i iens-of  t l r is  state need tobe inforrned before they cast their votes.

so as to demonstrate to you the kind of full docunentation thatsupports ar}  -  our .work,  r  encrose a copy or our cr i t ique ofAndrew orRourkers judic iar  noninat ion- ana-t .ne screlning process,as wel l  as our May 18, Lgg2 and June 
-2,  

Lgg2 let ters to senateMajor i ty Leader ce6rge'Mitcherr  on the subject  of  a morator ium onsenate conf i rmat ion of  arr  iuaic i i r  
'conf i in. t ior ,= 

pendingof f i c ia l  inves t iga t ion2.  As  
-d iscussed,  

desp i te  exhaust iveefforts by us, the nedia . wourd nsru report oir extraordinaryaccomprishrnent' To the extent it l i l-a-ae use of our research andfindings, it did so to a most rimited exte-nt---ana withoutat t r ibut ion to By "uy.  gf  "* . rpr" l  r  encrose the read i temthat appeared on the 
-rrrnterri.gen;;,, - iage 

of the June 22, rggzissue of  t lew york Magazine, wh' ich was-based on our cr i t ique, dswer l  as  an  August  8 , -T tsTbr " " " -uv- 'w l r r ru r  c i "u" r=or ,  in  The NewYork  T imes.

2 our June 2,  rgg4 ret ter  a lso const i tutesupdate and supplenentat ion to the cr i t ique, fur therthe fai lure of  the screening process.
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rndeed' the only coverage of our work uy % waswritten uv myierr "= . 
-r,Ltt"r 

to the naitor-a'aJ,rufished on July17,  L992,  in  expurgated form.  A copy is  enc losed.

we would be preased to prov.ige your students with backgroundart ic les to educate and s6nsi t ize th; ;  _to.  issu& reiat ing to thepol i t ic izat ion or the :uaic i i i ; - ;d ' ; ;a ic i i i - i " "" , r i i "u i r l ty .  Asirrustrative--and so a= 
-to 

e5r1b_re v"". students to understandthat although the media invarlabiv "l""pt= judiciar decisions astrue and correct, they "i" +-g;o.trd- 6" "rlui."f-io.scrutiny__rencrose professoi A-nt-hony nrarnaEoE-raw revi"w .rtr"r" on thesubject ,  which f  br ief iy aiscus".a 
- ' r i tn 

your f rThe Ult inaternjustice: when the courcMis;tal;; l;e Facts,,.
we would also be interested- ln of fer ing your students internshipswith the center' These internships--rioura provide your studentswith a unique 

?try:lrlrly.!? ol r".r_r. ..a"""-t;;';;; '=."sitized 
onthe important issues reGting to iudiclaf 

-u-";;;Auirity. 
wirhsuch invaruabre grounding,_ t -ney , i i i -  n"r"  a crear advantage inconpet ing for  pi izes sutn .= '  tne 

-arner ican 
i l ; -  Associat ion,  srrsilver Gavel Awardsr. fn the .rr"rri-- yo. are unarirare of thatannuar compet i t ion,  r  encrose inrormal ion about i t .

Again' our thanks to you for this wonderful opportunity. lfewercome your guidance ana advice i" rlr"cturing our presentatlonand internship proposal .

Enc losures :

Yours for a 91al_ity Judlclary,€Qaa€.G=$fu
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER

Page Four

I3l  C_r i t ique and Compendlun of  Exhibi ts(b) s/LB/92 ?nd 6. / , /s2 l t rs to 
-Jenate 

MaJorr ty
(c)  6/22/*e@., , ,er .aent iars Gap:The Case of the lt is_{ng cises,,(d)  8/8/92, l$yr,_i lcounty chief  o;n"" . r"  wai ts forJudge OrRourker l

I : l  7_/L7/e2, NyT, f rUntrustworthy Rat. tngs?r(r) 
%: I;i';=ii;:ilil.n the courtMisstates the Factsr l

(g)  Si lver Gavel  Awards Compet i t ion
P's '  r  am "r :9 encrosing ny recent Letter to the Edl tor  to theTimes, which t  rnent loned when we r i=t  spoke. The scandarouscase to which r refer rn tne rist _paragraph represents apr ize-winning storyr 

ine which, 
- t roperur ly,  

would put an endto Mr. Kopperils etection p;;; 'p.;= and toppre a number ofprominent s i t t ing judges from the bench.


