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Uarch 18, 1996

Professor Stephen Gi l lers
New York University School of Law
40 Washington Square South, Roorn 30g
New York, New york LOolz

Dear Professor Gi l lers:

This letter memorializes our most memorable conversation lastTuesday, March.l-2th, immediately following your oral presentation
at Hofstra universi tyrs conference on ' tegar Ethics:  The corerssuesrr. rt arso reiterates what r told yolr then--whictr- you;-;;
a leading expert. -on. ethics, should know without rny travi"t i;-["i lyou---to wit, that it is absolutely unethicll for you t;favorably comment to the press about tne functioning of tne New
York State comnission on Judicial conduct when, as yo,. candidly
adnitted to ne:

(1) you have never seen
rnisconduct conplaints
Conduct,  has dismissed,

copies of any of the
which the Commission on
wi thout  invest iqat ion;

j ud ic ia l
Judic ia l

and

(21 you have never compared the serf-promurgated rule (22
NYCRR 57000. 3 ) under which the 

-cornmisSion 
has been

d i s r n i s s i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  j u d i c i a i
misconduct complaints, with the staiute w-ni"n- "r.ui"a
and empowered the commission (Judic iary Law s44.r . ) .

ln example of the favorable comment given by you to the press,
in response to queries about the cornrnission 6n',ruaitiar c";e;;a;
nay be gleaned from the enclosed art ic le,  r rJudic ia l  Hear ings ar!Rare'r, by Letta- Taylor, which appeared in Lonq rsrand Newsdiyr or1or about septernber l -8,  Lggs (Exhibi t  "o ' ) .  rn pert inent part ,  l treads  as  fo l lows:

rrThe Westchester-based Center for Judicial
Accountabi l i ty  has accused the commiss ion of
! u r g e t i n g  l o w e r  c o u r t  j u r i s t s  , n i f "I  cover ing .up for  powerfu l  ana pol i t ica l ly -
connected judges.  t

But  Gi l lers  sa id he had seen no ev idence of
t h a t . . . r r .
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f t  seems clear that the reason you have rrseen no evidencen is
because you have deliberately chosen not to see it .

As you know, last sunner, the New York Law Journal inforrned its
readers of our legal challenge to th- comrnisj-r-on on Judicial
conduct when, on July 31, r-995, i t  highl ighted the suprerne
cour t rs  d isrn issal  o f  our  case,  under  i ts  , ,o ic is ions of  In ter ls t ' r ,
and thereafter, when it  published our Letter to the nditor,rf commission Abandons tnvesligative Mandater, on august L4 , L995(Exh ib i t  t t g t t ) .

I 
-guoted 

from and enclosed a copy of our published Letter to the
! -al !" t  in_ ny .December.r,  1995 fax lettgr to you (rxhiuit  ;c; t :
That faxed retter_inquired as to your will ingrl== i; serve as anI texperttr,  independentry ev_al^uating the f i le i t  our case against
the Cornmission for an A & E f i ln dtcumentary about judicial abuse
and corruption. yet, as you admitted to r€r you neither
responded to that letter to you--nor to ny r".r"ril f"ffiF
telephone messages.

Moreover, when-_-during the course of our conversation last
Tuesday--I asked whether you would now be wil l ing to review the
case f i le so thSt you could inforn yourself as to the blatant
unconstitut ionali ty of the Comrnissionti self-promulgated ruler dS
written ang as applied--you rejected my protfer o? the f ire--a
copy of which I had in ny hand.

f f ,  in  any respect ,  th is  le t ter  does not  accurate ly  re f lect  our
conversation l.1st Tuesday, or i f  the Newsday 

-reporter 
was

inaccurate in the respons6 she attributea E-ffi p1"u"" Iet usknow.

Please a lso le t  us know, should you decide to  rev iew the f i le  o four ground-breaking public interLst case against the Commission
on Judic ia l  Conduct .

We bel ieve i t  is  -your  et t r ica l .  and profess ional  duty  to  ver i fy  the
9es-qEgtary proof contained in that f i le, establi lsning that theNew York State Commission on Judicial conduct is corrupt and thebenef ic iary  of  a  f raudulent  judgnnent  of  d ismissaf- -wi - tnout  whichit could not have survived our t lgat challenge.

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Aceountabi l i ty ,  fne.

Enclosures
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Judicial Hearings Are Rare
fhc'rtrtr.Cornmtrrion on Judhlr l  Oondrrct Inyerl i '  rhrt.haorrhrdidn'taonriderlchhrrtonl-orl€vtt

csler aboit LFO0 comglrtnLr rreihrt judgd j*h yerr, oflls toluntarllv.
Surfewer thon 30 of tlum rsruli tn himrlghargcs-rucli Thrcc oc forrt uruolly lre rcmov(t frcnr thc bsnch
s! lhoi. lodfcd agiln4 Nrruu County Court Judp B. lnnurlly. The othrrl found.5uilty of nrirccnduct urullly
Marctt{og{I, : 

1rr1pu!!'1oly rdmonirhed or ctnrured, e_oid.Storn.
Onlv rbout th go ninc crutr rnnuolly beomr tlre sub. f 

't[.'Werlchsrtelr.basrd 
Ceirur fs, ildtct.t Acrrrunr.t

Ject of r herring luch rr lhe olrc involiin5 McSil thrt, ic lrbltlry hm rccussd tht commirr_lon of trrgrtlng iowc.r I'r,oin( 
ott in Irlaihrctan, gino IS9l, th€ dmm[ulon har lco'rri jurirto whill "covrring up lor porvct'ful rnd eollti' I

, iml* 
evrlv onr sra' sseinrl I Juan ,?llt', tu*t t l*fi,fiilTl1jir'f,:'i " ,..n *, cvrd.ne. or .,r,rt ,,,a I

,;fh; c{rrrr6 htvc to br mrlour rnd thc widencr her lstarn celld the qse.rratlon "trttll nontcnse." a
to b.-iironi foi r cnmnlsrrt to rcrch tho hcrrind .t.gr," :: Ururlly, inforrr.a[lon about conrplginU rgeinrt Jurirlr
11l,J glsehin Oillrrr, i legrl rlhl6 pmfsror rt lhr Ncw rr:imodc public onty iflhc chtrtgt tre up.hsJ! lttogii.ir
y6,pg \Irrlvortity fuw Eclrocl "Bu( lherr. thc rrcured enty thr lcruatth jydSe ln 1[6 srnntlecion'r Z0'yolr hlr.
jirdr. li., th. ojportunily to challengr thrt rvidencc rnd t ri to wclvc hir clght to privocy. - 

'

i i i  r iC thrt t t j i  otrongioern't mcrn i1i1true." i  - '  ;  ?h. I l .rncmbtr commitolon ia cotnporsd of four'  
Thicommicrioncsn'rapqtlon orrernovcjud5crfrcm''  judgcr, f i99 lrwyrrr.rnd lwo lay porrrnr who arg tp.

thc brnch for rnlscondjct rcn5in; fronr inproper rul. polirud by thc thrce braneh-er of atttrr Srtvcrnntonl.
inc. ru srrcilc bchcvior'or illc6il ictio"r tuih 1i gilfrr- " 

' 
Hcrrltrgu 1rc cottductcd by "nicrctu" - judg-'j ,,o'

tni p"lr l tc fundr. l t  laeuer grlvale cautlonr 1s l lrrut 40 "prrlrrtrdby$sc\onrmirt ionwhoiurr€rr{:sorj lmcndation
jvlrrts a yroi in liou of chergu and many judg.r fqsign to ghc srrmtniuion to rilhar. uphtrld r'rr dirmirr tht
i;cc th.i know thsr are uider lnvrxtisrilon: raiJ thc clrorgte. .baced on thr prrPondct e nec of widcn,;0. Tht
.ur111fr*innti.dmtriltrct l, OentA Ster-n.''. :i : ' ,:lcvnrnrireion€t'! alro rxtivi lrntl rrntmcntr irom bsth- o r t h l l $ t o 0 0 c r r r r r n n u r l l y t h a t r c c u ] t i n c h a r g e r ' , ; e i d ! t i n t h a $ $ . � � �

morl iii.i-ttitf orI rceolvod thhugh "rtipularionr'r In ' 
' 

Thl pancl uluel15 votsf (ouphrrld the rcfcrtc'rl r.urem'
* t r i r t t t tc j rdguforgocrghcrr ingc;d lnt tcndpciml t r to ' .nonCni iqn,but i tmrkut t to t t t tdoct ; i r rn t ' t r r r 'h t t t f r r rmr
itr con,tuh i ir  qucit i"n - som:tlmcl urirh thc cavcot' igrnction wrl l lrkc. '- ' l , t ' t ln Ttqr'1s3,

z/t /n r


