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5
tota l  o f  pages,  inc lud ing th is

do not reEffirre 
- 

iiailatea nurnbLr of
a quest ion as to  the t ransmi t ta l ,  p lease

Elena Ruth Sassower,  Coord inator
FROM:

Dear Mr.  Herren:

The  dea r -nak ing  beh ind  j ud i c ia l  c ross -endorsemen ts  i s  so
repugnant that r fert you had to see this septernber L7, Lgg2
Dai ly  News ar t ic le  today-- rather  than tomorrow.

You wi l l  note that  the ar t ic le  descr ibes Suf fo lk  County as na
heavily Republican countyrr--reflecting that the Republicaln party
can e lect  i ts  .  own,  wi thout  cross-endorsement .  This  pre lent -s
pre-c ise ly  !h"  s i tuat ion you d iscussed wi th  me some weeks igo (and
ref lected in  the. last  paragraph of  rny May l -o th le t ter )  ,  w l ien 

'you

asked why part ies which do not need to entertain cro3=-
endorsement  deals  to  win e lect ions,  nonetheress do so.

As ref lected by the Dai ly  News ar t ic re,  jud ic ia l  cross-
endorsement  iq  .  handy device by which the major  par t ies can:  (a)
re ta r i a te  aga ins t  an  hones t ,  .wh is t l e -b low ing r r  j uage  ( i . e . . rudg l :
s tuar t  Namm);  and (b)  create a vacancy in  some other  government
posi t ion,  va luabre to  the par ty  leadeis  so that  they 6an inser tr rmore compl iant  candidatesrr .
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since Judge Nammrs ,whistre-b1owing" related to corruption in
the  por ice  depar tment  and D.A. rs  o f f i ce ,  r  am enc los ing  L  , " " " .C
column in New. York Newsday, dated Apr i r  26,  Lgg4, because of  i ts
r e l e v a n c e - - i n c l u d i n g  i t s  a c c u r a t e  c o m m e n t s  a s  t o  t h errreprer.:rrs-s. i-onsrr faced by individuals who challenge those at the
:?f f  

" f  " th" .  food chain of  the cr iminar  just ice systemr-- i .e . ,
Iawyers and judges.

eastraean v. Colavita must be seen as a direct chal lenge to
those r rat  the topt t - -and my mother  I  s  suspension
example of precisely how vicious and crj-minlf the
to chal lengers are.

as a graphic
rr repercuss ions rl
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Of all rhe sleazl'
g a m e s  b e i n s
p l a y e d  w i t h
ludgeships in
Itie* York this
e lec t i on  sea -
son- the sleazi-
e s t  r s  b e i n g
pla!-ed in Sul:

- r ' o l k  C o u n t l .
Nr-tll a judge named Sruan \amm

-vear. Stuan."

. lVhen someone suggested to Namm that
that sounded like Rod Steiger.s line ro
llarlon Brando in ..On the l1:aterfront..
("It s not _vour nrght. krd,'). Namm obsened
rvryl1': "l feel as if I'r'e been living a movie
scripr. I neverexpectd the Repu6licans to
suppon me. But m!'own partl'and my lbr!
mer la\r' partner:, ouFageousl.'

There s an added nvisr to the story. The
candidate u'ho has been nominated to re-
plaee Judge \amm is .A.rthur G. pins. su-
pen'tsor ol rhe Town of Babylon. That
sen'es the lnteresb of both panies: Nei_
!he-f the Republrcans nor the Democrats in
Suffolk car.e lbr pitts - the GOp because
he's not one of theirs. his o,* p",tll u.-
cause he's slln$.$,ith patronage.

.. 9o Uy elevarinq pins to the bench. rhe po_
litieos. get nd ot a pe7so7.o non gmlr-. -\nd
the job of Babylon supen'isor bieomes va-
cant. allorving both parties to run more
compliant candidates.

This rvhote dirtl'business is possible be-
cause Nen York's system of eleeting most
ot rts Judges gves polrttcal bosses near-
orctat'onal po\ter over the selecdon ol ju-
dicial candidates. If judges \r.er€ appornr-
eo  on  the  bas is  o f  rner i t .  a  tough.
eourageous junst like Stuart lriamm rvould
sta!'on the bench rvhere he tvants lo be.
and rvhere he eiearlr. belongs.
Roben Latrd ls rigrlitrr ed.ttoiat page pditor.

Iriamm's l0-yearterm as an eleeted coun-
t!'.jrrdg€ exprnes thts -vear. xormirri..
Judges in that situatton are roudnely ri-
rrominated- and .lusr as rouhnely reefei:ted

nur nor Judge NamnL lvben t.be Repubti_
can and Democratic eharrmen of Suffolk
unveiled their l9g2 lisr or cross-endorse.
fents 

- judicial candidaFs supported b1.both panies and. thererbre. EiLrailedelection - Namnr's name \ras missing Hisrra-me rr-ill not appear on lhe ballol
,  

tvh! ' .rs he berng discarded.,\or because
ne s a bact judge: Elizabeth Hubbard of theLommlttee lbr Nodern Couns says Namm
ls..high! rated" b! coun monrrors iusuf-
ro|rl..+nd not because Namm is a Demoerat
in a heavi lv Republican eountJ.: rhe candi-oare who $.as cross_eudorsed to replace
him is also a Democrat

, Namm is being dumped because he.s annonest judge who blerv the u.hrst le on oo.ilce corTuption rn Sufloili

An honest iurist gets uniust reward
It-rvas.in l$S. n.hen he rvas one of the

.ludges assrgned ro handle Suffolk homi_
cide cases. that Namm realized borh police
and prosecutorc in trvo eontror,".srai ,ur-
der trials $'ere behavrng susplcrously. In
one ease. proseeutorc pnesented a lootvn
perjurer as a ke1' witness. Other rvitnesses
conrplarned of berng tntimidated. Derec-
trves' notebooks rvere strangely incom_plete. \amm tvrote to Gov. Cuomo askrng
lor an invesrrgation. tVhat fottorveO iias i
three-vear probe bl.the State Investigation
Lommlsston that s.liced and dieed SutTolk
laru enlbrcemenL
. The SIC found that police offrcers rvere
eonducttng illegal wiretaps. manufaetur-
rng evrdence. beating ..coniessions.. 

out of
suspeets and commi[ing perjury. The SIC
said the districr arrorney.s bffice played
along u'irh the corruprion. rvinning .oni,ic-
Uons \i'lth fraudulent evidence.

The police chref resigned before the SIC
r€port canle out. The DA" patrick Henry.
didn't even bother to run for rrelection. 

'

_ ffeedless ro say. none of this endeired
J.udg^e Narrm to the police. proseculorr or
the Suffolk polit ical esnblishmenr.
.Dorninic J. Baranello is Demoeratie

ehairman of Suffolk. and he is Namm.s for_
mer law partner. Earll' this year. Namm
rvrote [o Baranello sa1-ing he rvanted to be
nominated lor reeleetion. Baranello never
ansrvered the letter.

.Namm finall1' got Baranello on the
phone. and the pany eharrman said. ..I'll
8et back b you." But what he meanr was.'-'I'Il get gou." He never ealled again and
Namm learned his fate ontl,rvhe-n rhe lisr
of ercss-endonsemenls s,as released rrrth
his name conspieuously absenl

Judge Namm spoke to Baranello one
more tlme to ask rvhy he rvas being
dumped. Canre the repl1.: ..lt's not l.oui
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There's a chilling new word for copr "ln part," says Schechtet, a defencc
who commit perjury. It'c called "teslily. lawyer for e quarier o[ g een[uqr, "thit
ing." s[em! from a st€adf8* belief that copr

A meyorel commission teport due have an ineredibly diffieult job in which
:oon contende that poliee perjury is the they put their lives on the line. The"most widespread form oI police people they arrest are perceivd ss be-
rvrongdoing fncing today'r criminaljun- ing guilty.
tiee eyrtem." "Given these beliefs, there ie e lack of

But former Deputy Poliee Commis- eggiressiveness in pureuing whet ir et
sioner for Trials Hugh Mo says it isn't times pelpably obvious perjured te!H.
fair bo eingle out just cops. What about mony."
[he judges, what about ihe proseortors Mo pute it rnother way.
and what about the defense att/orneyc, "When cops ere impeaehed by e v.r-
he aska? ifieble source, prtsecutors don't follow
. l0'r a good question and one thqt. lt up." The former poliee judtp, who
hasn't been addressed oince hesds his own law firm in
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the daya of Maurice Na{ari, =r'|r!-- Menhettsn epecialiring in
the first-ever state speciol I f,ffi.TffitL I Pesific Rirn companier, seyr,
pros.ec.utor, who wss,apr | ffiiiffffi. | 

"there,.ouslt. 
!o. be. e lcw
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under the rus"' rava
Na(iarisaiJihaiite-corrupl Duggan In Decembrr, Brooklyn
tion casee he bought agoinst Dirtrict Attorney Charler
judges fell apert because of the "good Hyncr ret up B new unit callcd the Cor.
old boy network." ruption Invcrtigation Divicion undcr

t'The rearon prolecutorr Eo eftrr
cops en{ not judges and district attor-
neyr." hp nald, "ir.thnt you don't ruffer
repercudsions when you go afler copo."

Nadarl claims that the judger ha
prosecuted lor wrongdoing, including
perjury, were then tried by their former
friends on the beneh and lte eoyr thet'r
why hir car?! w?re dirmisred.

The cops are on the bottom of thc
food chain of the criminal justice cyd-
tem. Ii'c eaeier to hang thcm thrn any-
rrne else. They don't, make much mon-
ey, they can'i afford good lauryers, and
they hardb ever are 6een at teble with
rtate Supreme Court judgee.

They are eluo earlly tugcted. They
wear the scme uni form, for  one.
They're the onea *ho openly carry $rnE
for another, Copr rvork just down the
atreei from the rest ofus, They ore alco
the most visibls line of defenre between
us end thone who went to klll ur or
rted lrom ur - ths thin blue line we
eometimes call it, - but more often in
recent drya, the blue wall ofri lenee.

fuk Mervin Scheehter, head of the
Brooklyn ctiminal division of the l*gal
Aid Society, why the other, more pow-
erful pluyers in thc criminal jurtiee nys.
tem are pttlng e pncl rnd here't whnt
hc sayr:

"Thers erittr s culture in the dirtrict
attorncy offieec and the judiclary which
excusct, tometimcr Inadvertently, lm.
proper tettltnony obeerved in teetimo.
ny before grend juriea, in pretrinl hear.
Ings and evcn lrialr.

Dcnnir Hawkinr, onc of hlr mort trurt.
ed aides, who har been wi[h Hyncr
rlnce thc latc 1980r.

Thc Hawklns untt war quletly moved
out of downiown Broohll'tt and awqy
frcm thc "culture" ofjudgcr, rlcctod of-
fieieh end city agcncier end inDo Red
Hook in Dcrcember.

I askcd Hawkinr yerterday if hlr
unit, which includer ei3ht arairtant dio
triet, attorneya. and alx dctcctive-invec.
fl3rtorr, would loolt Inaidc the eou*- .i
roomg e8 well as the poliee precinete for
evidence of unongoin3,

He ocid hic unif ,  which he cal l r
unique arnong thc city'r district attor-
ney olfieer, would epare no one In thc
crimlnel justlcg systnm. "Wc are going
to inveetigate public comrption," hr
sLreeeea.

We have had reems of rtoriea sbout
bad eopr but elmort nothing about:
judgee end prorlortore who lct obviour.
ly perjured tertimony rlip by without
reaction.

It'a no reeret by now that perjury ir'e
b[ problem in the policr dcpertment.
In 1991, New York Newadoy reporter
Bill Murphy wrote about his time on e
Queenl grand jury with 23 othcr citi-
zens. He wrotc in thio paper that "eope
have a aer{oua *c{lbilitv problem wilh
the people they protcct,

"lt became clearer with each parring
care," Murphy wrote, "thlt eopr on the
rtreet did whotcver wor neeeeea4r to
arrest tho bod guyr. and ligrred out lat.
cr how to mekc it hgel."

Dennls


