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December 29,1994

Dear Fellow I\mJ Law Alums:

It hardly seems possible that next year will mark the fortieth year anniversary of my
graduation. With only a handful of women in the class of '55 -- a far cry from today's
graduating classes -- women had no trouble being "outstanding". Consequently, even those
ofyou who did not know me personally may well remember me from those days or from my
alumni and professional activities since.

As some of you know, shortly after graduation, I was privileged to work for former
Dean Arthur T. Vanderbilt, then Chief Justice ofNew Jersey's highest court, who is generally
credited with having transformed that state's archaic court system into one of the country's
most modem. Judge Vanderbilt -- for whom Vanderbilt Hall is named -- was fond of saying
"law reform is not a sport for the short-winded". My own lifetime commitment to law
reform issues, inspired by Judge Vanderbilt's example, is reflected by the enclosed copy of my
biographic listing in the Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory.

After many years of active involvement in issues relating to judicial selection and
reform, I spoke out in 1989 against a corrupt political deal involving major party cross-
endorsement of seven judgeships in the Ninth Judicial District of New York. In 1990, I
undertoolg pro bono, an Election Law case challenging this deal and the judicial nominating
conventions that implemented it as unconstitutional, illegal, and fraudulent.

On June 19, 1991, the day before the last day to file the Notice of Appeal with the
New York State Court of Appeals in that ground-breaking lawsuit, I was served with a
findingJess order suspending my law license, immediately, unconditionally, and indefinitely.
Thereafter, the Court of Appeals refused to review the dismissal of the Election Law case,
as well as my suspension order. You may have read about my unexpected personal and
professional battle these past five years, described in an advertisement appearing on the Op-
Ed page of the October 26,1994 New York Times. For those who missed it, I enclose a
copy to give you an idea of the vicious retaliation to which I have been subjected for my
judicial whistle-blowing, including my baseless suspension. Of all the honors bestowed on
me in my career, this was a singular distinction I could never have conceived of in my wildest
imagination.
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I am pleased to report that the issues I raised in the Election Law case, challenging
the constitutionality of judicial cross-endorsements and their exclusionary impact on
minorities, have been incorporated into the Justice Department's well-publicized position that
New York's judicial selection process violates the 1965 Voting Rights Act. However, in the
more than three and a half years since my license was suspended, I have been denied all
appellate review, as well as any pre- or post-suspension hearing. I am now turning my efforts
to the fueral arena by a petition for a writ of certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court, as well
as by a $1983 action.

The nightmarish injustice done to me could only have occurred as a result of
New York's grotesquely unconstitutional disciplinary law that jeopardizes every
member of the bar of this state. Twenty years ago that law (Judiciara Law $90) was
recognized as unconstitutional by Federal Court Judge Jack Weinstein in his
breathtaking dissenting opinion in Mildner v. Gulotta, 405 F. Supp. lt2 (1975). Only
after you read !!!!g!qg can you begin to grasp how easily a lawyer's hard-won license
can be taken away. And Mildner is only the proverbial "tip of the iceberg".

I believe mine is the right case to mount a successful challenge to New York's
abhorrent disciplinarT statute, which has destroyed the lives of countless blameless
lawyers in the twenty years since ![!!glggg. Only when that law is stricken down can
lawyers hope to achieve equal protection to that afforded other professionals. To
undertake such enormous and eminently worthy effort, I need vour sunnort. Because
I no longer have the resources of a law oflice at my disposal, I would be especially
grateful for any pro Dono assistance you or your law offices might be willing to provide.

I would, of course, be interested in hearing from you with recommended strategy or
other suggestions so that I can be un-suspended before my 40th Reunion. Needless to say,
whatever other help you care to contribute would be deeply appreciated.

In any event, it would be nice just to hear from you and have your moral support.

Happy New Year!

\
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Doris L. Sassower

P.S. My suspension has not ended my commitment to actively work for meaningful reform
of the judicial selection and disciplinary processes. The Center for Judicial Accountability,
lnc. is an organization I have been building to carry out this important effort. Because I hope
you will want to be a part of it, I am enclosing membership information. Please feel free to
share it with others.

Enclosures


