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Democrats OK multiparty judicial endorsements
Byllilton Hoffman
Senlor Editor/Pol itics writer

A bipartisan agreement calling
for cross-endorsement of mqjor ju-
dicial candidates in Westchester
and other 9th Judicial District
counties cleared its hrst major hur-
dle last night, winning overwhelm-
ing approval by the Westchester
Democratic Executive Committee.

Under the agreement, which
will go before the Westchester Re-
publican Executive Committee to-
night, the two parties pledge their
support of specifrc candidates for
judcial oflice this year, in 1990
and in 1991.

This year, the two parties
woYrld support state Supreme
Conrt Justice Samuel Fredman of
White Plains, a Democrat now
serVing by appointment, as well as
two Republicans, Justice Joseph
Jiudice of Dutchess County and
lavryer Albert J. Emanuelli of

White Plains, for three seats on the
state Supreme Court bench in the
9th Judicial District. The district
covers Westchester, Putnam, Rock-
land, Dutchess, and Orange coun-
ties.

Next year, under the proposal,
Emanuelli would resign from the
Supreme Court late in the year and
run for surrogate with support
from both parties. Running for his
Supreme Court seat and getting
the endorsement of both parties
would be Westchester County
Court Judge Francis Nicolai of
Thornwood. In the hnal part ofthe
deal, the Democrats would support
W e s t c h e s t e r  F a m i l y  J u d g e
Adrienne Hofmann Scancarelli of
Mount Vernon, a Bepublican, for
re -e lec t i on  wh i l e  Repub l i cans
would support Yonkers City Judge
J. Emmett Murphy, a Democrat,
for Nicolai's vacant County Court
seat.'

The agreement, hammered out
after eight months of talks between
Westchester Democratic Chairman
Richard Weingarten and Westches-
ter Republican Chairman Anthony
Colavita, was reached "in further-
ance of a mutual interest to pro-
mote a nonpartisan judiciary by
lawyers with universally acclaimed
litigation skills, unblemished repu-
tations for character and judicial
temperament and distinguished
civ ic  careers.  . . . "

Each of the judge candidates,

the pact said, will refrain from
partisan political endorsements
during the ensuing election cam-
paign and "will provide equal ac-
cess and consideration, if any, to
the recommendations of the lead-
ers of each major political party in
connection with proposed judicial
appointments."

About 30 Democrats attende
the executive board meeting a'
p a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  W h i t e
Plains, and all voted for the mea-
sure except two who abstained.
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