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Honorab le  ceo rge  p .  A less io
615  S ta te  Tower  Bu i l d ing
Syracuse ,  New yo rk  ] : 2 ) i  I

Dear  Judge  A less io :

The state commiss ion on Judic iar  conduct  has rev iewedyour  re t te r  o f  comp la in t  da ted  i . l ovemue i - r r ,  1993 .  The  commiss ionhas  asked  me  to  adv i se  you  tha t  i t  has  d i sm issed  the  compra in t .

upon  ca re fu r  cons ide ra t i on ,  t he  commiss ion  conc rudedtha t  t he re  was  i nsu r f i c i en t  i na i ca i i i " - " r  j ud i c ia r  m isconduc t  t owar ran t  an  i nves t i ga t i on .
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GEORGE P. ALESSIO
Attorneg at Lau-t (315) 424-0300

615 State Tower elOg.

June 27, 1994
Syracuse, N.y. LS2O2

F* (3 LS) 424..0680
Mr. Albert B. Lawrence, Esq.
C_ommission on Judiciat boniuct
38-40 Stare Street
Aibany, Ny 12207

GOPY
Re: 

iJ:H:t"tJu%tfil$lt 
addressing the conduct of Andrew piraino, rown of salina

Dcar Mr. Larvrence:
j

I am in receipt of your letter, e,llJ"T. 2.\, i\regards to rhe above mafter. I now writeXT"'Til',t;:i. ;"3:L::tt.::*.T:-;;i'fi;trle .o'pruint was rrismisseu r w'r
I havc asain revicwcd the statutory mandab of 

,1. 
commission, 

Tgrt particurarry,section 44' whiiir 
Yrcs 

in pertineni p*r 'The commission shall receive, iruuate, investigateand_ hear comptaints 
.*irt. ,.rp*-i:.1: .o"d;.i:;;;ifications, il;, .o perform, orpcrtormance of oftlcial duties oi *v-iuage...n In the i"r. io.question, the individuar namedabove was ar the time"f tl";i;lj"iir.6nouct, a ru*v.i,-*u:..t to n coa, of professionatResponsibilrrv, (Judiciary I-aw aip.oJi*1,;tiir.- iiir"irr*iialc"rain(DR-8-103).

The case of
App. i980), appsn.,
invesri.,,to ̂r.^__^.. 

t_t.ro 
.stand for, among other

T;:: 
the ability of the Commission to

,431 N.Y.S.2d 340 cr.
investigate charges of "ti;;;*ifr-"Y'r5' 

u.rer uungs' the ability of the comrnission-to
Nicholion, rupri, ut 345, rhe court f",L'Jiff 

or a judicial candidaL. lEmpn^it .ood. roNicholson, rupri, ar 345. rh;-a;;;;rJlffi,
'Misconduct 

by a Judge or judicial candidate cannot be shielded from scrutinymerely becausc it tates pra"e in tn"llii,i."r ro-r.-- iil^'rirr, Amen<Imentimplications, if any therebe, are r- 6"*"igted by the state,s interest in theintcgnty of its judiciary:; 
"-' 

:" ran uutr^

Please recall that the Grand Juo"R"p?T, o"t a october g, lgg3, determined the "caucus,was akin to a "Banana 
nepublic c;;1' ^io it **-; il;;ge of justice that the candidatesselected at the caucus a'e the oo-in.!! 

9f,(q"p p"rry t*b: 
Giand lu,ry-n .trrer found that the;il:l':lil;:f n:l;ru;fTJ:nlfliJ#il*,.'ptd;ru;#"ilquashed judicia,

I cannot believe that the information provided to the commission courd not be construecras a sound evidentiaqy basis to tu.th;;qui." *t.trr"r r".l""pirr.y.;;;;fi;ii,p.op".ty 
capturcthe Democratic nomin"tio;r;;ffi; ^o "c"u.ur.;^ 

rt".;iod;p;;;o-ror, conspicuousryi"-ff "1't3'ffi?:'"tlru*H; ,hffij#frhiliherattorney,Aaronzim-e.ma*

& : r n ,



Mr. Albert B. Lawrence, Esq.
Letter of June 27, 1994
Page Two

' ,

To thc Commis.sion, thc mo.st pertinent question becomes: Was then judicial canrJirlate
Piraino aware that a vote was to be held that evening, knowing that other."njid"t", were to bedcnicd thc right to supply suPporters for a tair vote io determine candiclates? I must say that toconciude "no,n in consideration of the evidence submitted, without further inqurry, is an insult
to the intelligence of the entire Salina citizenry.

. I invite your comment on the above matter. Please understand the extremedisappointment I feel by the State allowing a candidate to ascen4 to public office, "selected" ata'Caucus,'which is essentially declarecl illegal by an Onondaga County Grand Jury. Thematter seems to defy .logic in any sense of the word. My professionat and personal
disappointment is shared by many others, both named and unnamed, who respectfully demand
an explanation.

Sincerely,

VR N--
George p. Alessio

mtb
pc Hon. William, J. Fitzpatrick, Onon, Cty. Dist. Atty.

Paul J. Ginneily, Esq., 5th. Jud. Dist. Griev. Ctme.
Stephanie Miner, NyS Dept. State
fuchard R. Southwick, Esq., Asst. U.S. Atty.
Hon. Michael J. Bragman, NyS Assembly
Hon. Michael F. Nozzolio, NyS Senate
Hon. James E. Morns, NyS Mag. Assn.
Hon. Richard A. Winenburg, Onon. Cty. Mag. Assn.
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Robcrt I I. Tcmbcckjinn
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Stephcn F. Downr
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CONFIDENTTAIJ

George  p .  A less io ,  Ese .
615 State Tower Bui fd ing
Syracuse,  New york nzoi

Dear  Mr .  A less io i  r

This  is  in  responsg. to your  le t ter  o f  June 27,  Lggl ,concerning the conrnissl" i ;L aispoii i i" ;-of your compraint.

The commissr-on does not issue written opinions statingits reasonin" 
?lg """iy"i='in ^i[t""J-Jr.n as youis. r am unabrej :":t i i : 

I;; i . inrormili"i-tt"., ' ."-"onli in.a in my retter or

u*\ bu\r.^t\f/Lt-r'
E. Lawren Esq .


