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GOVERNOR NON{INATES ANDREW P. OIROURI(E TO C:OURT()F (..I,AIMS

Govemor George E. Pataki today auouncecl thrrt he ha.s nonrinatecl wcstchester c'untyExecutive Andrcw p. o'Rourke to serve as a Judge of the clourt of claim.s.

"Andy O'Rourke has served the peoplc of the State of New york and Westchester Corurtywith distinction for more than 32 years," Gove.rnor Pataki said. ,,1 am conJ'ident that he rvill contirueto serve thc people with great distinction in his nerv position of public service.,,

The Neu'York state Judicial Screening conunittee, an inclepenclent panel establishecl byGovernor Pataki' found Mr. o'Rourke to be highly qurrlified to serve "s a .tudge of the cout ofClainrs.

*I would like to tlunk Paul Shechtrnan, the CJrair of the New york state Judicial Screeni.gcomnrittee, and the cotrunittee members for volunteering rheir time and effort to screen judiciat
urndidates," the Oovernor saicl. "The Conunittee's careful-consideration of an applicant's intellect,
.iudgtnetrt, tcntperament, character and expcrience enriches our systern ofjustice.,'

The nomination to the Court of C.laims, which is subject to senate confumation, is fbr a tc.rmthat expires on March 31, 2006. The job pays $i 13,000.

"I anl gratcfi'rl that Govemor Pataki has given rne an opportunity to continue .serving thepeople of New York," County Executive o'Rourke said. "I Iook forward to the 'ew challengesahead."

Mr' O'Rotuke has served as Westchestcr Courty Executive sincc 19g3. From l97g rurtil1982, he lrad a private law practice in New York City ani westchester Colnty. From lg74 to rggz,he 'sen'ecl on the westchester county Board of Legislatorc, niri.r-.-muil;i; later as its chair.

In 1965, Mr' o'Rourke was elected to serve on the Yonkers City Courcil. He served ou gre
city cotrncil through 1973' From 1974 through l97T,Mr. o'Rourke taught law at FordharnUnivcrsiby and Mercy College.
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Mr. O'Rourke has a lenglhy service record in the rnilitzu1,. FIe enlisted in the l65th Infantry,
Nerv York National Cuard in 1949, obtaining the rank of Private First Class prior to his 6onorabledischarge in 1950. He served on active duty as a navigator tiom 1g55 to 1g63. sincu 1g64, ht. hasbeett a tuctnber of the u's. Naval Reserve, ancl cturently holcls the rzurk of Captain in t6e JudgeAdvor-.ate General's coSps ancl Rear Adnriral in tlre Nerv yor* Militia.

He is also the rccipient of nutterous awarrls. Mr. o'Rourke was arvardecl Long Islancl
University''s 1984 Seth Low Awardfor Distingtishe<l I'ublic,S'cruice, and the Jervish Nalional llund,shighest awiud, the Tree of Lrfe, irr recognition of his outstanding comnrunity involvenent ancl
dedicatiott to tlre cause of peace aud the building of Israel. Other arvards i'clude the ,fucker
Ashworth Memorittl lward from the Greater Westchester Human fughts Fuld tbr his contrib'tion
in the tight against AIDS antJ the Nev I'ork Satte Decutle oJ'the ChildAu,atcltbr his work on behalf
of rvork for Westchester County school chiltlren.

Ir{r' o'Rotuke is a graduate of F'orclham College (8.S., 1954), For,Jhanr Law Schoot (J.D.,
1962) and Nerv York University School of Larv (LL,M, iro.s;. IIe has also recei'ed an F1onorary
Doctor of Htrmlrne Letters &orn Mercy College, an Honorary Doctor ol'Llrws tiom Manhattanville
College, and an Houorary Doctor of Law.s tiorn Pace Urriver"sity. In 1987, pace Universilv awarded
l'{r. O'Rour*e its Medal of Honor arvard.

He is the father of tluee childre.n.
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