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O'Rourke gets OK to collect pension while serving as judge
By Kyle Hughes
Albany Bureau

ALBATIY - Court adminisba-
tors said yesterday that they had
approved former Westchester
Counf Executive Andrew
O'Rourke's request to cpllect a state
pension while serving as a judge.

The decision means O'Rourkq
who was the 1986 Republican can-
didate for goveraor, can collect an

- estimated $80,000 annual state pen-
( n on top of a 9113,000 judicial

-rrary. The pension is based on

O'Rourke's three decades on the
public payro[ induding his tenure
as county e:<ecutive.

'This is Goveraor George Pataki
using taxpayer money to rcwardhis
friends," fumed state Sen Richard
Dollinger, DBrighton, who re'
leased a letter yesterday question-
ulg the arrangemeul "Judge

O'Rourke should not allow this to
happen He's a man of higber qual-
iW than thal"

Michael Colodner. Office of Court
Administrafion chief cuunsel, said

Chief Adminishative Judge Jona-
than Litbnan could not ovemrle
Pataki's appointment of O'Rour*e
to the Court of Claims. The court
hears lawsuits against the state.

Under the l,aw, O?ourke has the
right to collect a pension at the
same' time he's getting a judge's
paycheck Once O'Rourke filed a
request for a waiver to get the
pension, the courts cnuld not say
nci, Colodner said.

The waiver was rcquired be
cause state l,aw genera[y prohibits

public employees from collecting
pension benefits at the same time
tley are on a public payroll But
l}te law makes exceptiors for newly
hired retirees if they are needed in
government service, can carry out
the job, or there are no other
qualified people readily available to
do the job.

Colodner called Littman's review
of ORourke's waiver request "pro
forma" O'Rourke was unaveilable
for crcmment yesterday.

Dollinger and Sen. Franz Leicht-

€t, D-Manhattan, questioned the
arangement.

They asked the Office of Court
Administration to turn over
OB,ourke's waiver application along
with the names of any other judges
who have qualified for the waiver
in the past five years.

Dollinger called the pension ap-
proval "ouhageous" and questioned
the Office of Court Administration's
interpretation of the law. "This is a
sweetheart deal for a friend of
George Pataki," Dollinger said.
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Ex-County Chiefs Deal
On PensiJn /s eues tioned

ALBANY * A longtirne Republi-can officehotder snoilio n"iL.""r-Iowed to receive a pension whileserving as a srare court oi cil;, Ijudge, two Dernoc;; ";.:'^11l'{;+ii ;ff;ff 
ratic s tate sena-

,,.Andrew p. O'Rourke, a formerWestchester County executive and
$e R_enublican puny;, rlii.*0,-
{ate for governor againsr Mario M.C.uorng, will collect i pensi;;;l-
lP:l:1J9,000 a year on top of rhe
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$Ilr,ooo lre is ;A;d;;';,i#;'Ji, o,Clairns.
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Gov, George E. patafti, also a Re-publican, no;inated Mr. O,Rourke tothe j.udgeship an^d l; ;;; Ioni#*"o igytie_r this month bt.dffi;'J.n-
ate. Mr. O'Rourke retired at the end
ll*:.ryber after rs-v""rJ ". frerrcnester county txecutive.
,,^:r^T:jenarors Richard A. Dot-
lllee.r ano .r"ry s, i;id,;; #1o"," ,orhe chief administrative judgl ot tr,.court system. Ja sk inJ i;;#.",1,?*il"t lf ,Hj,the O'Rourke payment plan and
Ylglh"l-anY orher state judges were
ff 

,rfli*:'il. pe ns ion s *ri u J i " *in g
._".I think this is clearly an F.O.G. _'Friend of Georgu, J;;";i,nrY. oor_
lT*^:f qt Rochester, said. ,.what isorsappointing about'this ior rnu"i,that Andrewb'Rourkil;, l"*i Uvreputatior, was a fiscal "oririloutirr"who believed that peopieiilnoidn,t U*taltlne advantage Af sil;ili]#l.,,
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OoRourke
confirmed
as judge
By Kyle Hughes
and Dayld McKayWllson
Stalf Writers

A_LBANY - State legisldtors
confirmed Westehester 

- 
Couniv

uxecutive Andrew p. O'Rourkir
as a state Court of Claims judge
yesterday after he answerdd
questions about his purctrase 

-of

oflice furniture with campaign
funds.

. ,Before.. the Senate vote, he
Joked with lawmakers about us_
ing 94,700 in leftover campaign
donations to help eover- tf ie

$ b , 0 T b  p u r _

Andrew
OtRourke

go into the
ness."

chase of coun-
ty-owned fur-
niture valued
b y  a n  a p -
p r a l s e r  a t
m o r e  t h a n
$9,000.

, . I t  d i d
teach me one

lesson. I
-will pass that
along to any-
one who is in-
terested." he
s a i d .  "  D o n ' t

used-furniture busi-

. Theq he told members of the
state. Senate Judieiary Commit_
tee that his intent wds to ,,pui_
ch.ase th.rough the campaign clm_
mltte€ this furniture and fse it in
my judge's ehambers, therebv
keeping. it in public service and
a.tso saving the state of New york
tne necessity of having to furnislr
an olTiee."

_ . " T h a t  w a s  m y  p u r p o s e , , '
O'Rourke said.  , . I -  b i t ieve '  i t ' is
wlLt t rn the meaning and intent  of
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O'Roulke:
C'ets OK
as judge

Continued from page 7A

he Election Law, and that's
vhat I did."

Ilowever, O'Rourke's eampaign
:ommittee paid for the furniture
ln Nov. 20. which was more than
.hree weeks before he was inter-
rigwed and then nominated for
.he post.

*The purchase of the furniture
rV People for O'Rourke is ex-
jBCted to become the topie of an
nvestigation by the state Board
rf.Elections. Blair Horner, legis-
Latlve direetor of New York Pub-
lie, Interest Research Group, said
he, intends to hle a eomplaint
wiih the ageney.

H o r n e r  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t
0'lourke was converting the
edinpaign funds to his peisonal
rsp.
'-O'Rourke is expeeted to visit

hib'new chambers- at 140 Grand
Stl'in White Plains today. IIe will
be, assigned eases filed against
tho state of New York in Orange,
Rdckland and Dutchess counties.
pavid Klingaman, clerk of the
state Court of Claims. said
Q',Rourke would move into an
already furnished ollice that had
been used by Chief Administra-
titb Judge Jonathan Lippman.
"!,ippman's furniture will be

rfioved to other offtees when
O'Rourke's furniture arrives. he
said. Klingaman said O'Rourke
had informed him that the eoun-
t$ would move the furniture from
an Ardsley warehouse to White
Plains.
,."'County spokesman Susan Tol-
chin declined to comment on
w,hether O'Rourke would pay for
the moving service. She also de-
flined to say whether the county
would allow it to be moved be-
fore O'Rourke paid an outstand-
ing balance of g3?5 on the furni-
tgre.

After he was confirmed unani-

mously to the $113,000 judgeship,
O'Rourke brushed aside addi-
tional questions about the furni-
ture and deeoration of his new
oflice.

"If there is any furniture
there. it will be shifted to some
other state use," O'Rourke said."I don't think there's any Pulit-
zer Prize with that story."

As O'Rourke sat in the Senate
gallery l istening, no senator
spoke against his nomination.

"He is really a renaissanee
man in the 20th eentury," said
Sen. John Marchi, R-Staten Is-
land. "Erudition, jurisprudence,
academie, whatever held. When
he had to beat his sword into a
plowshare, he did and he did it
very well."

While the conhrmation vote
came without controversy, his
appearance belore the Judiciary

Committee ended chaotieally,
with senators and aides seurry-
ing out of a room after an out-
burst by a Westehester resident
who said O'Rourke was unquali-
fred to be a judge.

When O'pourke wrapped up
an anecdote about his 1986 cam-
paign for governor, and the eom-
mittee began to vote, Elena Ruth
Sassower began shouting.

"No! There is cit izen opposi-
tion to this nomination," she
said, leaping from her seat and
moving toward startled legisla-
tors. "This nomination is not
properly before the Senate, and
this committee has not inter-
viewed the eitizen opposition nor
received the proper evidenee."

"There is no committee report
on Mr. O'Rourke's quali l-rca-
[ions," she said. "It is required as
a matter of law. It must be avail-

able to the public for public in-
spection. This nomination is a
nullity."

Sassower was allowed to eon-
tinue to speak, but she was sur-
rounded by Senate seeurity men
as the room emptied out. With a
guard watehing, she later passed
out materials from her group, the
Center for Judicial Aecountabili-
ty, and said O'Rourke had not
been properly investigated be-
fore being nominated for a judge-
ship.

She cited her group's conclu-
sion that O'Rourke was "thor-
oughly unfit for judicial office."
The group has challenged his
legal credentials and his record
while a lawyer in private prac-
tice.

He has no judicial experience
and has not been a lawyer in
private practice since 1982.

The Assoclated Press

AndrewO'Rourke speaks yesterday ata meeting of the NewYorkSenateJudiciaryCommittee in Albany.


