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GOVERNOR NOTVIINATES ANDREW P. O'ROURI(E TO COURT OF (-.I-AIMS

Govemor Cieorge E. pataki today amounced th:rt
Executive Andrcw p. O'Rourke to serve as a Judge of the

he has nominated Westchester County
Court of Claims.

"Andy o'Rourke has served the people of the Stare of New york and Westchester ctorurtywith distinction for more tharr 32 years," 
-Gou"*o, 

pataki said. ,,I am confident that he will continueto serve thc people with great distinction in his new position of public service.'

The New York state.ludicial screening conunittee, an incleperrclent panel establishecl byGovernor Pataki, found Mr. o'Rourke to be highly qualilierl to serve "s a Judge of the cotut ofClaims.

*I would like to tharrk Paul Shechtrnan, the Chair of the New york State Judicial ScreeningComnrittee, and the cotrunittee members for: volunteering their time a'd effort to screen judicialuutdidates"'the Governor saicl. "The conunittee's careful-consideration of an applicant,s intellect,judgneut, tentperament, character and expcrience enriches oru systern ofjustice.,r

The nomination to the coult of c.laims, which is subject to senate confirmation, is tbr a termthat expires on March 3 t, 2006. The job pays $l 13,000. 
-'

"I arn gratefirl that Governor Patalti has given *. T -opportunity to continue .serving thepeople of New York," county Executive o'Rourke said. "i looi forwartl to ure 'ew challengesahead."

Mr' o'Rotuke has served as Westchestcr corurty Executive sincc 19g3. From lgTg turtil1982' he had a private law practice in New York city ani westchester corurty. From rg74 to lggz,he 'sen'cd on the westchesier corurty Board of Legislators, first as a nrernber and later as its chair.

In 1965, Mr. o'Rourke was erected to serve on &e yor:kers city council.city council ttrrough 1973. Fronr 1974 through tvli,vtr. o,Rourke taughtUnivcrsity and Mercy College.

He served on the
law at Fordham
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He is the father of tluee chilclren.
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Mr' O'Rourke has a lengthy service record in the military. FIe enlisted in the l65th lnfantry,Nerv York National (iuard in 1i49, obtaining the rank of Private First class prior to his honorebledischarge in 1950' He servecl ott active duty as a navigator fiom 1955 to 196i. since 1964, he hirsbeen a tnember of the U's' Naval Reserve, ancl cufiently horcls the ranlt of captrtin in t6e JudgeAdvoc,ate Genera|s corps and Rear Acrnrirar in the Nerv yor* Militia.

He is also the recipient of nurterous awards. Mr. o'Rourke was arvarded Long IslanclUnivel5ily's 1984 Seth Low awardlor Distingtishetl I'titlic,s'eruice, and the Jewish National Fund,shighest awiud, the Tree of Lrfe, in recngnition of his outstanding clrmmtrnity involvement ancldedication to the cause of peace and the building of Israel. Other arvards i'clude the ,fucker
Ashworth lu{entorial Award from the Greater westchester Human fughts Fund tbr his contrib'tiorrin the fig;lrt against AIDS ancl the New York stttte Decatle of the Cltild Awarcltbr his work on behallof rvork for Westchester county school shil,Jren. 
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I\'{r' o'Rotuke is a graduate of Forclham College (8.S., 1954), Fordham Law school (.I.D.,1962) atld Nerv York university school of Larv (LL.M, ile.s1. He has aiso received an F1onoraryDoctor of Htu.rtne Letters fiorn Mercy college, an Honorary Doctor oi Laws ft;il-"fi;#ti;college, and an Honorary Doctor of Laws tioin Pace Univrrsity- In 19g7, pace Universilv awardedlvfr. O'Rourke its Medal of Honor award.
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