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STATE OF NEW YORK
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL NOMTNATION

666 Fifth Avenue, 28th Floor
New York, New york 10103-OOg4

(212t 841-0715
FAX Q12t 262-5152

October 4,2000

The Honorable Creorge Pataki
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Crovernor Pataki:

As Ch8ir of the Commission on Iudicial Nominatiorg I have the honor to report to
you on behdf of the Commission, pursuant to Article 6, Section 2 of the Constitutioq ard
Section 63(3) of Article 3-A of the Judiciary Law, the names of seven candidates for
appointment to the offrce of Associate ludge of the Court of Appeals, who in the collective
judgment of the Commission are'\rell-qualifid" by their character, temperameng professional
aptitude, o9erience, qualifications and fitness for ofEce, to discharge the duties of Oat trigtr
office and are considered the best qualified of those who filed applications for considerationln
accordance with the Commission's rules. The vacancy in that office is the result of the
resignation of loseph W. Bellacos4 Associate Judge, as of September l, 2000.

As in the past, the Commission took many steps to seek the largest possible
number of qualified applicants for the positioq including Statewide notificition of the
application procedure, and individual solicitation of applications.

Also as in the psrst, the Commission caused an investigation to be conducted of
the qualifications ofthe large number of applicants it determined to intJrview. The result of each
investigation was reported to the Commission and discussed before and after the interviews. The
Commission sought by its investigations and interviews assurance of each candidate's integrity,
sound judgment, judicial temperament and high intellectr,ral quality and writing ability.



STATE OF NEAV YORK COMMISSION ON JUDICIAT NOMINANON

The Honorable George Pataki
October 4, 2000
Page 2

The candidates thus nominated by the Commission for the office of Associate
fudge, listed in alphabetical order. are.

Richard T. Andrias
Stephen G. Crane
Steven W. Fisher

Victoria A. Gaffeo
James C. Moore

Iuaniu Bing Newton
Susan P. Read

Each candidate recornmended for the office of Associate ludge has been
interviewed by the Commission and each has filed the financial statement required by law and
being transmitted to,vou separately. A summary of the careers of the recommended candidates is
attached

Section 66(2) of the Judiciary Law provides that "the Governor shall have access
to all papers and information relating to persons rccommended to him by the Comrnission." The
Commissioq ttuough its Chair, and its Counsel, Stuan A. Summit, stands ready to furnish you
with any such material and to respond to your inquiries

With warm greetirrgs, and highest regard, always

ohn F. O'Mara

JFO/dd
Enclosure

Chair
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RICHARD T. ANDRHS

Currently serving as an Associate Iustice ofthe Appellate Division, First
Departmeng he was born in 1943 and admitted to the Bar in lg7i.- Received a B.A degree ftom
Bowdoin Collegg cm lande, and a J.D. degree from Columbia Law School, anm laude.
Engaged i_n the private practice of law in New York City during LgTo-l|arrd tgzs-g3. Becamc
a Judge of the Criminal Court of the City ofNew Yorkin 1983, Deputy Supervising Iudge of
that Court and Acting Supreme Court lustice in 1985, and a Supreme Court lu*ice]New-york
County in 1988. Designated an Associate lustice of the Appellate Divisio4 1996. Chair, Task
Force on Processing Civilian Complaints by the Criminal bb"fi, 1988-89. Author and lecrurer
on various legal topics. Active in professional, community and educational afpairs.
Recomqended prwiously in 1998 by this Commission to the Governor for appointment to the
office of Associate ludge of the Court of Appeals.

STEPEEN G. CRANE

Currcntly serving as a Justice of the Suprune Courq New York County and
Administrative Judge of the Civil Branch of the Supreme Court, First ludicial Districi, he was
born in 1938 urd admitted to the Bar in 1963. Received B.S. degree from Cornell University and
an LL.B. degree with distinction from Cornell Law School. Engaged in private practice of law
in New York Crty during 1963-66, 196869 and 1980-81. Served as Senior Law Assistant to the
Appellate Divisiorg First Department during 1966-68 and 1969-76 and Chief Law Assistant
during 1976'79. Served as Counsel to the Office of Court Administration during 1979-80.
!*rn! a Judge of the Criminal Court ofthe City ofNew York in l98l and eaing Supreme
Court Justice in 1989. Became a Supreme Courrlustice, New York County in 1989 and
Administrative Judge of the Civil Branch in 1996. Lecturerto judicial andirofessional
organizations on various topics. Active in professional, community and educational affairs.

STEVEN W. FTSEER

Currently serving as a Justice of the Supreme Courq Queens County and
Administrative fudge for the Eleventh Judicial District of the Supremi Courl he was born in
1946, and admitted to the Bar in 1973. Received aB.A degree from eueensCollege and a J.D.
degree am laude from Brooklyn Law School. Assistant olstrict Atto;ey, Kings County lgTz-
7_6. Engaged in private practice of law in New York City, lg77-7g. Served as nrincipal 

-taw

9l.t to Presiding fustice, Appellate Divisiorq Second d.prtttt"nt, 1979-83. Became a Judge of
the Criminal Court of the City ofNew York in 1983. A"ting Supreme Court fustice, Kings
County, 1986-89; Queens County, lggo-92. Became a Iustice oith" Supreme Courq eulns
County, 1993 and Administrative Judge of Supreme Court forthe Eleventh Judicial District in
1998- Co-chair, Committee on Criminal Jury lnstructions. Author and lecturer for judicial and
professional organizations on criminal law topics. Active in professional and community affairs.

t o t s t6 . t
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VICTORH A. GRAtr'FEO

Currently sendng as an Ad{itional lustice, Appellate Divisioq Third Departmengshe was born in 1952, and admitted to the Bar in 1978. i.eceived a B.A degree with highhonors, State University ofNew York at Oneont4 and a J.D. degree from Albany Law School of
Ydgn University. Engaged in private practice of law in Albanyl LgTg-g2,and l9g4-89.Assistant Counsel, New York S;tate oivision of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse, l9g2-g4.
Counsel to New York Assembly Minority Leaders, rg84-g4. Solicitor Crcneral and Counsel tothe New York Attorney General, 1995-96. Became a Justice ofthe Supreme Courq Third
Judicial Distria in 1996'-Designated Mditional Justice, Appellate Divisiorg Third Department
in 1998. Lecturer to professionA ana community org-ir"tions. Active in professional,
educational and community affairs

JAMES C. MOORE

Currently a partner in the !w firm ofHarter, Semes & Emery LLp in Rochester,
New York, he was born in 1939 and admitted to the Bar in 1964. Received i n.s. degree from
Cornell University 

Pd - ? B- degree from Cornell Law School. United States Army, rudge
Advocate General Corps, 1964,-66.loined llarteq Secrest in 1966 iN an associate and
sub-sequently became a Partner. Presiden! New York State Bar Association, l99g-99. Hearing
Officeg Commission on Judicial Conduct since 1999. Fellow, American College of Trial
Lawyers. Member, American Law Institute. Serves * . r"di"tor and arbitrator. Author and
lecturer on various topics including construction litigation, insurance law and the legal
profession. Active in professional, community and Educaiicnut affairs.

JUANTTA BING NEWTON

Currently serving as a Judge of the Court of Claims and Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge, she was born in 1950 and admitted to the Bar in 1976. Received a B.Adegree from Northwestern University and a J.D. degree from Catholic University's Columbus
School of Law. Assistant Distria Aftorney, Brorxbounty, 1975-19g4. Counsel, New york
S-!te.Sgntencing Gridelines Committee, 198+85. Execuive Assistant, Office of Court
Administratioq 1985-87. Became a Judge of the Court of Claims in 19g7. Seryed as
Mministrative Judge of the Criminal Term of Supreme Court, New york County, 1995-1999.
l*ry P.puty Chief Administrative rudge in tgqg. Member, New york State Commission onIudicial Conduct. Formerly-Chair, Supreme Court, New York County Anti-Bias Committee.
Lecturerto judicial -9 pto.etgonal oiganizations on various topics. Active in professional,
community and educational affairs.

- 1
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SUSAN P. READ

Cunently serving as Presiding Iudge of the New York State Court of Claimg she
was born in 1947 urd admitted to the Bar in 1974. Received a B.A degree, sTrmma anm loude,
from Ohio Wesleyan University and a I.D. degree from University of Chicago Law School. In-
house counsel, State University ofNew Yorh 197+77. In-housgcounsel foi General Elestric
Co,1977'88. Engaged in private practice of law in Albany during 1988 to 1994. Deputy
Counsel, Governor's Officg 1,995-97. Became a Iudge ofthe Court of Claims in 1998 and
Presiding Judge in 1999. Past member, New York State Bar Association Executive Comminee.
Author on environmental law topics. Active in professional and judicial affairs.


