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GUONO GETS NAMES
FOR TOP GOURT J0B

He Criticizes Lack of Diversity
in List of 7 for Chief Judge

By DAVID MARGOLICK

The state’s Commission on Judicial
Nomination yesterday gave Governor
Cuomo a list of seven candidates for
chief judge of New York. The panel
also forwarded to him the names of 11
candidates to fill a second imminent
vacancy on the Court of Appeals, the
state’s highest tribunal.

The two positions will become vacant
Dec. 31, when Chief Judge Lawrence H.
Cooke and Associate Judge Hugh R.
Jones must step down. Earlier this
year, both turned 70, the mandatory re-
tirement age.

Yesterday, Governor Cuomo, in the
past a frequent critic of the judicial se-
lection process, expressed some dissat-
isfaction with the lack of diversity of
the commission’s selections, but said
all those on the lists were ‘‘competent
to excellent candidates.”

‘‘One has to be surprised, with all the
Italian-American talent there is, with
all the women'’s talent there is, with all
the black and Hispanic talent there is,"
that only one minority-group member
made the list, he said. The minority-
group candidate, for an associate
judgeship, is a black, Judge Fritz W.
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Alexander 2d 0( !J:E Appellate Court,

First
Italian- Amzrluns are not generally
recognized by government as mem-
berso(uamchl minority group. How-
ever, there is a longstanding tradition
of having at least one [talian-American
on the court, though there are none
there now. The [tallan-American com-
munity in New York has been cam-
to have one of its own ap-

3 very
group, with diverse backgrounds in the
law. The Governor has a great choice

e

$34,283 and §50,892 a Year

The Governor must fill the posts,
which pay $84,263 and $80,892 annually,
between Jan. 1 and Jen. 15, 1885. His
nominees must be confirmed by the
State Senate before beginning their 14-
year terms.

‘The Court of Appeals has long been

two Fe dis!
raham D. So{-ao{Nszmknnd
Nex!P McCurn of . Also on
the list are Associate Judge Sol wm-
tler of the Court of Appeals;
Mollen, pzuldingmuceu!meAppel
late Division, Second Departmen

Traditionally, Lhechld]wlgelposl
tion has been filled from wi
court. But with two other a Dlnﬂ
from the Court of Appeals, Ji Ber-
pard S. Meyer and Matthew J. Jasen,
not making the list, Judge Wachtler is
the only candidate le for such a
promotion.
Both Judge Meyer and Judge Jasen
will turn 70 in the next two years.
Party Not a Factor, Cuomo Says
In making his selection, the Gover-
nor said he would not be bound by that
mri:narbythepnnydﬁnadmou
te.

the court since 1973, Is a Republican.

per
“We need to manage the court sys-
my opinion,” be said. “I
ﬂu!hndvmtahnew:ﬂelmdgeu
oppartunity to re-
v‘lew!hemmerhwblchxhesyi!mh

Would T prefer to select the names

mysem" be said, "Mmluuly th
Because I'm accountabl:

Hrkmeomo!nmneﬁyvudmtuk:
my choices. But we'll work and
I'll make my best effort. I can't think ot
an appointment that's more important
than this ome."”

Four of the candidates for chief
judge — Judges Sofaer, Sullivan and

§ From Appellate Division
They include five judgu of the A;
Division. Besi

pellate des Judge Alex-
ander, they are: Richard A. Brown and
D. Lazer of the nd

appear
on the list: Judge Vito J. 'nmeun.he
Appellate Division, Second Depart-
ment, and Joseph W. Bellacosa, former
clerk of the Court of Appeals.

Most of those selected by the com-
mission have appeared on lists for
previous va es. Among them are
Judge Sofaer, who is ld.lng over the
libel action brought by former Israeli
Defense Minister Ariel Sharon against
Time Inc., and Judge McLaughiin, the
former dean of Fordham Law School.

r
court. The list it submitted to Governor
Cuomo yesterday, placed on a bus at
the Port Aulhnrky gty Albany,
was the culmination of an eight-month

process.
Besldes Mr. Hershman, a member of

the Manhattan law firm of Roseaman,

Colin, Freund, Lewis & Cohen, these

are the other members of the Commis-

slon on Judicial Nomintation:

A0S 1. Blegen. ewyer, Boofr, Liston & Livten,

Paul 3 Curran, lewyer, Keye, Scholer, Flerman,

e & Hancier, Mannerter

cnelers Osiend mmme'mmvo’k

Nefacha F Bkman: for e srasient Loadue of
Wamen Vorars o Kew York

Joan L Ellecocaen, et lentooen & Gald-

sgan rer | u-vm Mudoe, Rose. Guthrle &
‘Alexandar. Mathai

wiliam S Hoomeler Rurence soent, Monticelo,

arp. lawyec, Brook

5, Belical Conliant, New Yerk
Maicoim Wilion, president, Marhatien Sevings
i New York, Wes'

T New York Times Susenne

Decattic
the state’s on Judicial

NM-GSMA.W the panel’s counsel.

O Ctwrence Sumner Wrlght, dentist, Rochester
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