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pro bonopublico, against commission on Judicial Conduct of the statu ;f
New york (s.cta{y co. #10855r/99;AD/l'tDept.#5638/0ri
Dear Mr. Eisenberg:

Monday'sDailyNews featureda columnby your AssistantLegal Director,ChristopherDunru
and
New York Civil LibertiesUnion's ExecutiveDirector,DonnaLieberman
Civilian-police
,"Give
WatchdogTeeth" (enclosed).
Pleaseadvise,in writine, why I havebeenunableto obtainthe New York Civil Liberties
Union,s
supportfor a StateCommissionon JudicialConductwith "teeth" - evento the limited extent
of
its supportingmy own right to sue the Commissionfor the violative conduct reflected
by my
verified Petition'ssix meritoriousclaims for Rerief[A-37-45].
In our Tuesday,April 16trphoneconversation,
you told me that on Friday,April 196,a law student
would be coming in to review JusticeWetzel'sdueprocess-lessfiling Injunctionagainst
me and
thenon-partyCenterfor Judicial Accountability,Inc., affirmed by the AppellateDivision,
First
Department- so that, at leaston that narrow issue,I might havethe New york
Civil Liberties
Union's amicussupport.
on Wednesday,April l7m, I deliveredto your oflice a draft of my Jurisdictional
Statement
pursuantto 22 NYCR $500.2for my appealof right to the Court of Appeals. On
Friday,May 3d,
I deliveredthe finalizedversionof that JurisdictionalStatement,asfiled with the Court .T-aw
on
Day''- two daysearlier.I alsoleft phonemessages
for you
-'
J on Thursday,April 25ft and Thursday,
May 9ft - eachunreturned
I am most interestedin the law student'sevaluationof the due processissues.
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Givecivilian-policewatchdogteeth
By CflRlSI0Plffi Dlfl{l{
I The first step is for Mayor
Bloomberg to support the board - puband lXlNllA TCBERMAN
licly and forcefully. Civilian oversight
Commissioner Raymond
can work only if the CCRB, the police
flolice
commissioner, police offrcers and the
], Kelly promised last week to look
I
into reports that some officers
public all understand that the mayor detried to cover up for Joseph Gray, the
mands that it work.
convicted hit-and-run cop.
I During the Giuliani administration,
This step to crack down on police
CCRBinvestigationswere substantially
abuse is commendable, if not overdue.
hampered by the NYPD's refusal to proNow it's time to go further and reinvigovide timely and ready accessto the derate a police oversight institution that
partment records and information nec'has been ineffective for too long - the
essary to investigate complaints.
Civilian Complaint Review Board.
Bloomberg must demand full coopera, To understandthe source of this ineftion with the CCRB, and Kelly and
turnbackto Sept. 16, 1992,
fectiveness,
Gonzales must take all necessarysteps
when thousands of offduty officers
to ensure that the CCRB and the NYPD
stormed City Hall to protest a City
work for effective civilian oversight.
, Council bill that would move the CCRB
lA key obstacle to effective civilian
out of the Police Department and reoversight lies in the fact that complaints substantiated by the CCRB are
; quire that all board members be civilians. RudyGiuliani, then running to unsimply referred to the Police Departseat Mayor David Dinkins, delivered a
ment, where the prosecution of officers
fiery speechat the demonstration and
has been ineffective at best. l,ast yea4
accusedDinkins, who supported the proposal, of being "anti-po- city officials agreed to transfer prosecution responsibility to the
lice."
CCRB, but that move has been blocked by a police union lawNotwithstanding this remarkable event - perhaps the only suit. This deadlock can be broken through a bill pending in the
time Giuliani has supported a protest at City Hall - the City City Council.The Bloomberg administration needsto make resoCouncil passedthe bill, and the independent CCRBwas created. lution of this situation a priority.
After Giuliani won the election, however,one of the hallmarks I Beyond investigating individual reports of misconduct, the
of his administration was hostility to civilian oversight of allega- CCRB can help reduce police misconduct by reporting on systions of police misconduct. Through his public declarations,his temic practices that contribute to abuses. It has issued a few
control over CCRBappointments and budgetsand his role in the such reports - for instance, on the use of pepper spray - but
Police Department's refusal to cooperate with the CCRB, only in the face of substantialinterference from City Hall and opGiuliani ensured that during his eight years in office the board position by the depirrtment. The board should focus more of its
was a toothlesswatchdog.
efforts on studies and reforms that would reduce police misconGiuliani's departure, combined with the reappointment of duct and improve police-communit5rrelations.
Kelly (who, ironically, was commissibner when the City Hall
Civilian oversight is central to police accountability and can
siegetook place) and last month's appointment of Hector Gonza- yield tremendousbenefits to both the public and the N\?D. Now
les as CCRB chairman, has created the opportunity to reap the is the time for the Bloomberg administration to undo the dampromisesof the 1992legislation.
age of Giuliani and support the CCRB.
To make the CCRBan effective monitor of policing, severalac- Dunn is ossistontlegal director and Lieberman b executivedirector of the New York Civil Liberties Union.
tions must be taken now:

