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Frances Zemans, Executive Dlrector
American Judicature Societv
L80 Nor th Michigan Avenue,  Sui te  600Ch icago ,  I l l i no rs  60601_7401_

RE:

Dear France's: .

My ' thanks., ,to you and the staff of AJs for the informative andinterestlng p-rograms you organized on august 3rd i; conjunctionwith the ABA ennual cdnventi6n in-O.i.nao.

Fol lowing up on our br ief  d iseussion at  . the AJS recept ion,  rencrose a copy of  our June ,28, L99G let ter  to cnarrman orr inHatch detall ing our direct, f irsl-h;;J experien"" , l in the SenateJudiciary cornrnittee, as werr as witn- the aeA- and Justice
l:f, i :a.""a 

relarive to the federar court norni.,ution of Lawrence

There has been no ' .a<r^n, 
'

i n d i c a t e d, ;;i"Ji " f 3= . 
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i . "tlllu ??", "rr" . : l :Ma j orit 'y Leader Lott I s of f ice i irui- u" r 'dgreemengrr had beenreached between senate Republ ic in=- ano oeiocrais '  to conf i rmJust ice Kahnrs noninat ion the tol lowing day. Despi te ourvigorous ef for ts throughout the n"* i_ 3o hours,  the senateconf i rned Jus t ice  Kahn o i  ;u ty  r -6 th  i r , - - in* " .u t i ve  sess ion , ,__ i . . . ,wi thout senate discussion ana-withoui  any vote.
The' rrrubber stanprr nature of the federal judicial confirmationshas  ar ready  been the  sub jec t  

- ; f - - research ,  
anarys is ,  andrecommendat ions.  Among the excelrent reports on the subject  arerrAssembly-Line- Approirar:  A common cause study of  senateconf i r rnat ion of  ndalrar Judgest '  l igg6r and "Judic ia l  Rouret te:Report of the Twentieth century' F"-# Task Force on Judicialsel-ect ionr!  ( r -988) .  unfortunut '  rv,  

"1n"=" 
reports__and theirlmportant recommendat ions--rs i t  o i '  s i .eryeg, gather ing dust,r .rndeedr You may recarr that at the agt-'s Mid-ye-a; Eonvention inBart imore, at  - t r re _prog"ur ' ,nunning-t-rr ! "c"untret :  A cr i t ical  Lookat the Federar-  ;udic i i r  serect io" u"a conf i rmat i ; ;  

-process,, ,  
inwhich you participatea-, 

-i 
referred to the r-986 cornmon causerecommendati-ons 

- as being essentialry ""irnpil*.-n-J.i. 
" 

The litanyof 'horrors '  chronic lea- by our , rune 28, 1996 ret ter  and i tsenclosures underscores thai .  fact .
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For  your  conven ience,  the  common cause recommendat ions ,sumrnar ized in i ts L986 report  1t  pages 4-5 and detaired at  pages25-33 ' are annexed hereto. Arso- innexed are pages 7-g of the1988 report of the Twentieth c.ntury- Fund rerit ing the senateJudic iary conrni t teers conf i r lnat ion' i i ' ro""r  court  federar judges.
such recommendations, having -to do with- _making the judiciarconf i r rnat ion process erre6t ive rand- pubr ic ly-accessibre andaccountable,  could be readiry-agreeq upon. by organizat ions of  a l ldif ferent polit icar and ide;I.-gi. i i  

-;tr ipds. - ' 
r;;;"fore, it iscJAr  s  ob j  ec t i ve  to  bu i rd  ;  . "u i i t i ' " "  o r  
- -o - igan iza t ions__

particularry those invotved i; j"-Ji. iJ 
- 

="1""ti"i. issues--toadvance, by concerted action, _ag'"..d-gpon recommendations forreform, start ing wi th the. judic ia i - . ""r . i i * i t r " .  
-J i l - . .==. 

By wayof exarnpre, such coarit i-on ro,ria--"rur.." thd-- ir." congressFoundat i -on,  on the-r ight , ,  and Al l iancs for  Just ice,  on the ref t -_
; : ; i " "&1 

which have federa]  iuai t iar  serect ion rnoniror ins

we are pleased to note that our _proposar for concerted action isin keeping with president xaui 'man,s 
-rgg5-r996 

annuar Report ,recognizing the importance of "coordination"- -u.i#"", 
AJs andother organizat ionst

r. . .we rnust recognize that we are not outt h e r e  a  l _  o n e  ;  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e rorganizations which have many of our qoui=--
and even more organizations- wiin-;J;-;;^"
of our goars coincide and we shourd "oir. , i tnthem. r l

A copy of  th is^ret ter ,  y i lh encrosures,  is ,  therefore,  being sentto president Kaufman--with whom r haa-ine preasur" oi speaking att h e  A J S  R o u n d t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o r r - , , N e x t  R e r o r n  A g e n d a r lin i t iat ives'  Dur ing the Group L roundtable a:-scussion, presidentKaufman stas .extremery. r"ceitiv" L" 
- 

AJs. examination of thefederal  judic iar  serecl lon process, whj-ch--arbei t  i  . ,  not  an AJSDirector--Group i. w?s grudit '"-"i""gfr-t" arlow me to propose.President Kaufman indi tateg, . .  lo"9; ; ; ,  that  federar judic iarselection is not a "nextrl i i-t i t i i i irr"- i""uuse, as part of AJs,merit selection advocacy, it- i; i l ;-, i t i" core A.rs issue,,.
rncreastnE cl-t izen invorvement in the. confirmation processaccords with AJsr objective to rrenhance cj.t j-zen participation inthe judlc iar  system,l  certainrvr-- is 'Grn as the senate can useits conf irmation function !g g",i jge in dear_-making, AJS, goal of
;: ' l: l if i:3..n" 

rore of poriti;;-h j,ra:."i..r ="i"6litn,, wirr ,oi

i :
i



we know a.rs wourd be an invaruabre constituent member of acoar i t ion strategy. pr-ease ret  us n"u,  f ro_m yorr-=oor__indicat ingwhether r , re can count on AJs . t9 jo in- in deveroping a coal i t ion
;:f:*, "ff.J:ll"&r"#r 

' positiori 
- 
on ln" encto-sed non_parrisan
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Enclosures
cc: AJS president

yours for a quali ty judiciary,

&anU
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  AccountaUi t i ty ,  rnc.

Robert Kaufman


