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Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

From: ellen chorba [ellenchorba@gmail.com]

Sent:  Monday, August 29, 2011 6:18 PM

To: elena@)judgewatch.org

Subject: Fwd: More Revelations - Re: Proposed Salary Increase for NYS Judges

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: ellen chorba <ellenchorba@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, Aug 22,2011 at 10:06 AM

Subject: More Revelations - Re: Proposed Salary Increase for NYS Judges

To: contact@judicialcompensation.ny.gov, bonacic(@nysenate.gov, jdefranc@nysenate.gov,
dilan@nysenate.gov, espailla@nysenate.gov, gianaris@nysenate.gov, lavalle@nysenate.gov,
little(@nysenate.gov, nozzolio@nysenate.gov, omara@nysenate.gov, saland@nysenate.gov,
squadron(@nysenate.gov, zeldin@nysenate.gov, eadams(@senate.state.ny.us,
breslin(@senate.state.ny.us, flanagan(@senate.state.ny.us, fuschill@senate.state.ny.us,
hassellt@senate.state.ny.us, lkrueger@senate.state.ny.us, lanza@senate.state.ny. us,
perkins(@senate.state.ny.us, ranz{@senate.state.ny.us, serrano(@senate.state.ny.us,
stavisky(@senate.state.ny.us, carlucci@nysenate.gov, skelos@nysenate.gov

Cc: feedback(@humanrightsfirst.org, news-tips@nytimes.com,
newsandinsight.legal@thomsonreuters.com, info@kubylaw.com, eprial@rcn.com,
cpi@nyintegrity.org, lowerhudsonvalley@nyclu.org, info@thehrf.org, web-editor@nylj.com,
mconnor{@syracuse.com, mail@wamc.org, brennancenter@nyu.edu, letters@nvypost.com,
corruptcourts@gmail.com, coalitioncalany@gmail.com, contactus(@examiner.com,
info@her.org, info@goer.ny.gov, whyteditor@gmail.com, RocklandReview@optonline.net,
news(@ourtownnews.com, oneillforsheriff2011@gmail.com, kezek@optonline.net,
sitomerp(@co.rockland.ny.us, spetrone(@pamal.com, stephen@colehatchard.org,
theresa.hoffman@mail.house.gov, calhoun@assembly.state.ny.us, jlippman@courts.state.ny.us,
apfau@courts.state.ny.us, jbarbo@news12.com, "Baker, Rebecca E." <rebaker@lohud.com>,
jennings@nysenate.gov, 9thjdadministration@nycourts.gov, nidcea@aol.com

Good Morning Members of the NYS Special Commission on Judicial Compensation, and
Ladies and Gentleman of the NYS Senate Judicary Committee:

On_Friday, August 26, 2011, the NYS Commission on Judicial Compensation will meet to
decide on the proposed increases for approximately 1200 elected NYS Judges.

PLEASE ACT PROMPTLY TO STOP THIS BLATANT INJUSTICE WHICH WILL COST TAXPAYERS
OVER 70 MILLION DOLLAR.

FOIL has already established that while Chief Administrative Judge Ann Pfau was issuing
directives that would devastate hundreds of families - she was preparing to ask that New York
State resident tax dollars pay for raises that amount to more than the combined base salary of
every employee who lost their job.

Further FOIL documentation indicates that the Workforce Reduction Plan gave
preferential treatment to Judges, hence discriminating against every NYS Unified Court
System employee who did not work directly for one of this special interest group.
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On Page 2 of his_April 4, 2011 memorandum titled Workforce Reduction Plan, Judge Lawrence Marks
directs:

"Legal and secretarial employees providing services directly to judges - whether hired directly by, or
assigned to, judges - should not be included in your layoff plan. This exception applies to staff
assigned to an individual judge, or to a group of judges". (emphasis added)

WHEREAS, the Workforce Reduction Plan undertaken by the New York State Unified Court system
has discriminated against every employee not directly assigned to work specifically for one of the 1200
elected New York State Judge.

WHEREAS, less that two months after hundreds of employees were devastated by the reduction in
workforce, Chief Administrative Judge Ann Pfau is asking the NYS Judges Commission on Judicial
Compensation to grant 1200 elected New York State Judges raises of up to 62%.

THEREFORE, I respectfully request that the NYS Special Commission on Judicial Compensation
DENY any proposed salary increase that does not first reinstate the hundreds of employees affected by
the Reduction in Workforce implemented by the NYS Unified Court System.

Very truly yours,
ELLEN CHORBA
34 Orchard Street

Stony Point. NY 10980
845-548-5411
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