
Cnurnn fo, JuotcrAr, AccouNrABrlrry, NC.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stalion
White Ptoins, Nen'York 10605-0069 Fox (914) 428-4994 Web site: judgewatch.org

Elzna Ruth Sassower, Coordinstor

BY FAX & MAIL: 518-473-8940 (7 pages)

December 30,2002

Shelly Brown, Records Access Officer
New York State Comptroller
110 State Street
Albany, New York 12236

RE: (1) FR #02-56: CJA's February 28, 2002 F.O.I.L.
Request;
(2) New CJA F.O.I.L. Request

Dear Ms. Brown:

This responds to your December 19,2002letter, advising that "all workpapers"
have been destroyed pertaining to the State Comptroller's 1989 audit of the
New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct (90-5-23).

Please advise what you mean by "workpapers". As may be seen from CJA's
February 28, 2002 F.O.I.L request, a duplicate of which is enclosed for your
convenience, we sought inspection of:

"all publicly-available records relating to the New York State
Comptroller's 1989 audit of the New York State Commission on
Judicial Conduct, its report on the Commission's "ftnancial
records and procedures", the Commission's response thereto, and
any subsequent recommendation by the Comptroller to the
Governor and Legislafure."

Surely you are not contending that the State Comptroller has not preserved its
own ftnalized November 15, 1989 report on the NYS Commission on Judicial
Conduct, the Commission's response thereto, and any subsequent
recommendation by the Compfioller to the Governor and State Legislature -

whether as paper documents or converted to microfilm, microfiche, etc.
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In that regard, please identify the State Comptroller's records disposition policy
applicable to that 1989 report - including whether the State Archives and
Records Administration approved the destruction of "all workpapers".

Additionally, and by way of a new F.O.I.L. request, request is hereby made to
inspect any and all documents, in whatever format, pertaining to the State
Comptroller's approval of the Commission on Judicial Conduct's 1994 request
to the State Archives and Records Administration to destroy, after a five-year
retention, the uninvestigated judicial misconduct complaints it had dismissed.
For your convenience, enclosed is a copy of the State Archive's February 16,
1994 letter to Robert Campano, Chief of the State Comptroller's Bureau of
State Accounting Systems, with the Commission's records disposition request.

Pursuant to $89.3 of the Public Officers Law, your response is required within
five business days of receipt of this written request.

Thank you and Happy New Year.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, tnc. (CJA)

Enclosures
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT/THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK/ALBANY N Y 12230

STATE AI?CHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISIRATION
STATE GOVERNMENI RECORDS PROGRAMS

(5ti8J 473-2969

Date:

To:

From:

February 16,7994

Robert C-ampano
Chie6 Bureau of State Accounting Systems
Office of the State Comptroller
Alfred E. Smith Building
Albann NY 72236

Bureau of Records Analysis and Disposition
State Archives and Records Administration
State Education Department
Cultural Education Center
Albany,

^ -- STArE AHCHIVES
& RECORD'S ADMINISTRATON

Attached is a Records Disposition Request from FEB 2 51994

Agency: Commission on Judicial C-onduct

Program Unit Albany, New York and Rochester Offices k

Permission is requested to schedule the disposition of 1 Records Series, listed as Agency
Nos. 21820.

This request is being forwarded for your consideration, in accordance with Section 57.05 of
the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law. Please advise this office within thirty dap after receipt
of this notice if, in your opinion any records listed and described in the attached request
should not be disposed as indicated, stating your reasons in writing.

Please initial below upon receipt and return this sheet to:

Bureau of Records Analysis and Disposition
State Archives and Records Administration
WlI Cultural Education Crnter
Albany, NY L2230

By:

Received By: Date



STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
-. STATE ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

RECORDS DISPOSITION REQUEST
REC-3 (1291)

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete one form for each program unit. Complete iterns I through 8. Anach REC4 and REC-5 or equivalens.

Send request to: Bureau of Records Analysls rnd Dlsposltlon
Stete Archlves end Records Admlnlstretlon
Strte Educetlon Department
Albany, New York 1280

r. AGENCY

Commission on Judic

2. MAJOR DTVISTON

.. DESCNIEE PROGRAM UNTT MISSION ANI' FUNCTION

To invest igate and l i t igate complaints of  judic ia l  misconduct.
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STATE AR,CIIIVES AIiD ITECORDS ADMIMSTR,ATION

RETENTION AND DISPOSITION SCHEDULE
REC-{ (1rlrA

p^cE I or 1 naces

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete 1""ITT fgr.each. Fogr"tn Unit" List series title and recommended retenrion and disposirion for all existing
reord series in the program unit Fill in Disposition Authorizuion Number only if approved authorization number ihould remain in effec-t.
(Computer generared listing'in sirnila formar may be substinrted for REC4.)

+ TAI SETTINGS

AGENCY

Commission on Judici-al Conduct

PROGRAM UNIT

Albany, New York ahd Rochester Off ices

ACENCY
NUMBEN,
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IUTHORIZATION

NUMNNR

SER.IES TITLE

Case Fi l -e:  Dismissed (no invest igat ion)

2LA20

I  E63o
RI'COMMENDED R,ETENTION AND DTSPOSITION

Retain in or ig inat ing of f ice for  5 years and then destroy.

AGENCY
NUMDER

ulDrvDl I  tvN

TUTIIORIZATION
NUMBEN,

DED RETEI{TION AIiD DISPOSITION

AGENCY
NUMBEN,

UIDTUDI I  I ( , ,N

AUTHORIZATION
NITMNT'N

SER,IES TITLE

RECOMMENDED I{I:TE\TION AND DISPOSITION
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NUMEER
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R,ECOMMENDED R,ETENTION AND DISPOSITION

AGENCY
NUMBER
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SET,IES TITLE

N,ECOMMEIiDf D I{f, TENTION AND DISPOSITION
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NUMBER

T,T|'P()SITION
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NIIMNED

RECOMMENDED RDTENTION AND DISPOSITION
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^DMINISTNATIONRECORD SERIES DESCRIPTION
-&-8.:-' (tutt 2I820

Insuaiqtr: Corplctc or fqnr fq erh rcoordr rcricr whcrc ncw rooddt ditpo.ition rdrcizarir.rr ir rqu€rrr.
in rirnilirr forma mry bc rubetiuled for REC-5.

( LEA

/ ra3 0
Cunoutel g3nerual listing

r. AcaNcY

Commission on Judicial Conduct
Ir 

?rocr^il rjNrr

I
I. TECC;ID IEATEs TITLI

Case Fi le:  Dismissed (no invest iqat ion)

Correspondence and staff recommendation to Commission pertaining to complaints
against  judges that were dismissed af ter  in i - t ia l  review and never invest igated.

r. I!;GMNII|G DATS
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Dismissed case f i les are f t . ; ' . r ' . , j  f rom the open case f i les to dead case f i les.
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