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Type of
Service

Contract

Non-Contract

Total

* Revised

7,335

7,254

14,589

9,338

7,926

17,264

1' l  ,408

8,287

19,695

9,789 10,42' l

9,191 10,336

18,980 20,757

Type of
Service

Contract

Non-Contract

Total

* Revised

877

2,38O

3,257

. l ,059

2,721

3,780

1 ,451

2,543

3,994

1 ,715

2,861

4,576

1 ,734

2,966

4,700

CoMprArNTs AcarNsr Juorcrer
Onnrcrns

CoprprnrNrs lHcnrasto 7 PEncrrur

Any person al leging that a. judge of  the Uni ted States,  a bankrr . rprcy judge, or a

magistrate judge has engaged in conduct pre.ludicial to the effective and expeditious

administrat ion of  the business of  the courts,  or  that  such of f icer cannor discharge al l
the dut ies of  the ol f ice because of  physical  or  mental  d isabi l i ty ,  mav f i le a complainr

rv i th the c le rk of  the court  of  appe als for  that  c i rcui t  or  appl icable natronal  court  (Ti t le

2B LJ S C Scct ion 372(c))  The number oIcomplaints f i lcd againsr ludrcial  of f icers

rose to 438 dur ing the year ended September 30, 1993, a 7 perccnt increase over



l992.Of the I3crrcui tsand2nat ional  courts,  l0reportedanincreaseincomplaints

fi led;3 reported a decrease in fi l ings;and 2 remained at last year's level. Table24

summarizes judic ia i  complaint  act iv i ty f rom l99i  through i993.

Each individual complaint may involve multiple allegations against numerous

judicial officers. The aliegations most often identif ied were prejudice/bias, and abuse

of.ludicial power. The majority oIallegations, however, were outside the jurisdiction

of Title 28 U.S C. Section 372(c) and were found to be directly related to the merits

o[ the court's decision in the original case. Table 25 provides judicial complaint

act iv i ty by c i rcui t  dur ing 1993.

The number of  complaints terminated rose I7 percent in 1993 to 410. Because

complaints fi led outnumbered complaints terminated, there was a significant in-

crease in the number of pending complaints. As of September 30, 1993, there ri ere

170 complaints pending, an increase o[ 20 percent over last year.

;

%
Change(l)
1993/1992f991 1992* 1993

Fi led

Concluded

By Chief f udges

Dismissed
Corrective Action Taken
Withdrawn

By f udicial Councils
After Review of Chief f udge's

Dismissal(2)

Dismissed
Action Taken

Referred to Judicial Conference

After Referral by Investigative
Committee

Dismissed

Action Taken
Referred to Judicial Conference

Pending
*Revised

354 410

379 350

266 189

255 182

76

41

1 13 161

(1)Percent not calculated on fewer than 10 cases.
(2)Petition for review of a chief iudge's dismissal of a

r;
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5ubl()tal
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As in prior years, the majority of compiaints (68 percent) were concluded by the

chief judges. They concluded 2Bl complaints, ruling that 226 were directly related

to the meri ts of  a judic ia l  proceeding, 29 were f r ivolous, and ]B were not in

conformance with the statute. Appropriate action had already been taken in i ive

complaints; two complaints were withdrawn; and action was no longer necessary on

one complaint because of intervening events.

The other 129 complaints were acted upon by the judicial councils o[ the

circuits. The judiciai councils dismissed 127 petit ions for review of a chief judge's

dismissal. One additional complaint was forwarded to the judicial council by a

special investigative committee in the Fourth Circuit. That special investigative

committee ordered that a judicial officer be privately censured. The Fifth Circuit

referred one matter to the Judicial Conference under Section 372(cX7Xb) after

determining that a judge appointed to hold office during good behavior may have

engaged in conduct which might constitute grounds for impeachment.

The Judicial Conference Committee to Review Circuit Council Conduct and

Disabil ity Orders under Section 372(cXl0) acted upon one petit ion previously

reviewed by the Tenth Circuit Judicial Council under Section 372(cX6). The

Committee reversed the decision of the Tenth Circuit Council dismissing the

complaint and ordered that the matter be investigated by the Tenth Circuit Council.

TheJudicial Conference acted directly on the matter which was referred by the

Fifth Circuit Judicial Council under Section 372(c)(7Xb). As provided in Section

372(cX8Xa), the Conference certif ied to the House o[ Representatives that consid-

eration of the impeachment of U.S. District Judge Robert F. Coll ins, o[ the Eastern

District of Louisiana, may be warranted. Judge Coll ins subsequently resigned from

judicial office.
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LoNc-TrnM VACANcrEs REMATN UNFTLLED

On September 30, 1993, there were 20 vacancies among the 179 judgeships

authorized for the U.S. courts of appeals. Six of these vacancies were in new positions

created on December I, 1990, by the Federal Judgeship Act of 1990. In addition to

these six new positions, B vacancies have existed for more than IB months.

ln the U.S. district courts, on September 30, 1993, there were 107 vacancies

among the 649 positions authorized. New positions created by the FederalJudgeship

Act of 1990 accounted for 25 of these vacancies. An additional 35 vacancies have

existed for more than 18 months. The two longest vacancies are in the Southern

District of New York (vacant since November 1988) and the Western District of

Pennsylvania (vacant since December l9BB).

ln addition to the active judges, 75 senior appeals judges and242 senior district
judges were providing service to the Judiciary on September 30, 1993. Table 26

provides information on the status of judgeship positions since 1989.


