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O'Ro urheRe.yecfs Offer of Judicial Bid
BYJOSEPH BEIGER
Sfc.tdEttlt!r'.f tlc

WHITE PIJINS, Mardr5-Andres P' O'Rourtg
Westctrester's County E (eotril'l' today wisdully
u;a down the olfeiot 3 mmilstim tor a Federal

iuOgeship. He will sec{r re+lecim to Ute ,d he has
held lor l0 llears

The dec-rsion came as sriracthing of a surprise since
frfi. O'nsrrte a Reprblicaq bad been longingly
watting for a seat ur $e bcoch ever since President
Buslr nominated Nm in Norcmber 1991.

That nominatinn was ello?e4 with maddening
suspense, to exPir€ rften Deoocrau in the Senate
s.n'sed an impending vigory by Bill Clinton But it
was revived this weef wb€tl Senators Alfonse M'
D'Amato and Daniel Patrid Moynihan prt Mr'
O'Rourke's name torard trrce mone for a vacancy
in Federal District Court in Manh8ttan.

Seutors Dlvlde l{ominations

Under a system set up in the 1970's, New York's'
senators have agreed to drvile judgeship nomina-
tions, with tbree going to the senator whose pany is
in power and one going to the member of the other
oanv. So. although the Democrau are now tn Power'
irar. b'.lmato wls able to submit Mr. O'Rourke's
name agaln.

Mr. O-'Rourke said today that despite Mr.'Ir4oyni'
han's assurances, he was not prepared to see his
nomination tanguish once moFe in a capital dominat'
ed by Democrats.

"There are only 900 Federal judgeships and il's a
ven'etite club," he said at a news conference here. "l

couid see myself there, but in all honesty I see myself
more clearly as a countJ' ixecutive'serving the
people of t}te countY."' 

Despite his decision toda)', his flirtation u'iqh the

iudgeihip is already a campaign issue as he battles

one of two Demociatic contenders - Andrew J'
Soano. the @unty Clerk wbo announced his candids'
cy in' January, and Assembtyman Ridtard L
B-rodsky of Greenburgh, who has yet to make an
official- announcemenL Some Democratic officisls
had. predicred that llr. O'Rqrrlte wirrld rereal the
nec; judgeship offer, then turo it down as a ploy to
shour tJr€ peopte of Wesdrester that be tlmains
eacer to msnage their allaits

;t ttrint Andy's tired of the iob"' Mr. Spano said
earlier this weef. "t thiok he wants out and there has
been a naural malaise that has enshrq$ed SoverD'
menl."

Tcrg! Battle ln Nowlnber

Mr. O'Rourke will bave a tougb battle in November
in a county qrce dominated by Republicans where
Democrats have achieved an edge in voter.registra'
tion ol 181.360 to ls?,fr{. There ate also 10'515. Conser'
vatives and ll9,l26 indePendents-

The S$yearold Mr. O'Rourke, a centrist Republi'
can. beat Mr. Brodsky forr years ago with 52 percent
of tlre vote, drawing support from moderate Demo
crats as well as Republic4ns in his onetime political
home of Yonkers and in most of the county's towns
and viltages. His strongest base is among ltalian and
lrish Gtnolic votens, but he has drawn Jewish suP
port as well.

Mr. O'Rourke is an awncular man with elegant
silvery hair and considerable charm and wit- He can
telt saity tales of a welfare childhood in Manhattan's
Hell's Kitchen or chuckle over his appearances on the
television show "Quiz Kids." His hard-to-ruffle man'
ner has made the running of a county for 675,000
citizens seem easy. He is probably the nation's only Suunrc Deotlllo/The Nc* \ ori Trmg

Andrew P. O'Rourke, Westchester's County Executive, turned

dov-'n an offer of a Federal judgeship and will seek re-election.'Cor?/,inued on Page 27
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