
NINTIT WDICIAL CO}IHITTEE

Box 7O, Gedney Stat lon
white plains,  New york 10605-0020

T e l e :  ( 9 1 { )  9 9 7 - B l o s  /  F a x !  ( e 1 4 )  6 8 4 - 6 s s 4

October  6,  L992

John D.  Feer ick,  Co-Chai r
Coal i t ion for  Ef fect ive Government
c/o Associat ion of  the Bar  of  the c l ty  o f  New york
42  Wes t  44 th  S t ree t
New York ,  New York  10036-6690

Dear Chai rman Feer ick:

we noted with interest your p-art lelpatlon at the recent program
he ld  i n  wh i te  p la ins ,  ' pa ra l ys l s  o f  po r l t i cs :  Re l_nv rg i . " i i " ;
Denocracyrr, reported by Gannett nevrspapers.

Due to the fact that we ltere una$rare of the progran ln advance,
tte did not send a representative from the 

- 
Ninth ,rudiciai

commit tee.  As the enclosed ar t ic les ind icate,  the consensus f rom
the speakers was that  c l t izens must  seLze the in l t ia t ive ana
force government  to  be responsive.

sinee we assune that you htere one of the art iculators of thls
v iewt  ye suggest  that  i t  would be usefur  i f ,  in  the fu ture,  the
coal i t ion would br ing events of  th is  type to  the at tent ion of
member-groups.  rn  such fashion,  groups such as the Ninth
i lud ic ia l  comrni t tee_ c,ould .prov ide the pubi ic  wi th  pos i t ive r " f " -
models  for  meaningfu l  c i t izen involvenent .

We understand frorn Jln Whelan that a Steering Cornmittee meetlng
o f  t he  coa l i t l on  has  been  schedu led  fo r  oc tobe l  16 th  a t  g :3o  a .m.
at  the c i ty  Bar .  wi th  your  permiss ion,  sre wourd be most
interested in attending--a-d tn c6ntributlnj our ialas as to howthe Coal i t ion n ight  improve i ts  e f fectLveness.

on another  subJeet ,  we are most  d ls t ressed that  we have not  heard
f rom you - - l n  you l  capac l t y  as  p resLden t  o f  t he  c l t y  Ba r - -as  tothe ev ident lary  lssuee presented by the cr l t lque we-LuUmlt ted t ;the Senate Judic lary  Commlt tee lasC May.
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Angered By

Para lys is r r ,

October 6, L992

Although almost fLve months have elapsed since our crit lque hrasforwarded to your there has been_no pubr lc announ"enentby theci ty Bar retract lng i ts approvar of  Mr.  orRourkers lualc i i iqua l i f i ca t ions .

under your leaderehlp. ,  .$re expect the 9{tv .Bar 
'wl l t  

not  onlyrecognJ-ze l ts responstbir t ty to the publ tc-  ln th i ;  matter--but
wil l take special pride in tne extraoidinary .""".piishment ti; iour pro bono cit izensr group has rendered uy tts crit iqrr".

Yours for  a qual t ty judlc lary,

Ak/?a
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coord ina tor ,  N ln th  Jud lc la l  Cornml t tee

Chairman John Feerlck Page Two

Enc losures :

(a) rrForum panel  Sees An Electorate
Cho ice ,  Trus t r ,  Gannet t ,  9 /2L /g2

(b) rrExercise your Right to dxorcise
e / 2 7  / e 2

cc :  J i rn  Whelan ,  Coa l i t lon

Laek of

Gannett,
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$rlp llendler of Arnronlc and Joe Irai of t{asilry waft fo
a4iess the lmnr as lrrln Bnrsef€mlfrmaltea a potrn

One after another, the speakers
Tse ang denounced Amerieon poli_
tics as dirty, dishonest and devoted to
serving the gfeedy rich- The crowd of
about 2fl) _repeatedly broke into ap.plause as the assem6teU orators blil
tered the hides of politieisns from
Albany to Washingtou.

shouting lh"oogn bullhorns i" " bii[lne spearers at Community Unitari-

an Chureh at White plains yesterdaf
ranked amotrB the nation's most aG
tinguished political journalists and
comnentatons. i, . -

' 
In their pessimistig .t U;*l"rr-

glLassessment of the Ameriean bodypglitic, bowever, tley demonstrt*
wh| rhis has been the most chaotic
eleetion year since tbe Vietnam War
dominated all other issues in 196g. r.
. _-The occasion was a public forun,'The Paralysis of American politid
Reinvigorating Democrag/." Seo;::

ptetrp n Fr9f/UJrbrckpqo

S6lt phob^{|lbrjr Funch.3
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FORUM
Frun pegccro

sored by the Westchester County
Lergue of Women Voters. the
Wbite Pleins Religious Leaders
Association and Gannett Subur-
ban Newspaperg the foru.m
sought to shed Ugbt on why so
many Amerie.nc shy away fiom
participating ia tbeir denocracy.

It didn't tale long to fiad out
why.

'There's sooething deeply
aad fundrnentally wrong going
oa in America," said Gordon S.
Blact tle first speater. Blacl
chairoan of a polling and re,
searcb firm ia Rochester. marn-
tai!€d that the Republican and
Democratic parties '.have coa-
spired rn61g theoselves to diE-
hate poliucal choice."

"Without cboice, you do not
bave democracy," Black said
crlling for the formation of a
third politicrl party. Black said
that he and othes already bad
taken steps to form the Inde
pendence Party, a centrist party
of refora-

David S.- Broder. a hrlitzer
Pr ize-winning pol i t ical  corre-
spondent for The Washington
Post, said Americans were fms-
Eated by a political system thet
they have come to see is domi-
mted by insiders.

"We have a system of 596
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added he had seen "the diffen-
enc€ tbst tbe independent spirit
can make."

Others participating in the
forum were l,ouis D. Boccardi of
New Rochelle. president of The
Associated hress: John D. Fee-
rick of Mount Kisco, dean of the
Fordham University School of
Law in the Brcnx: and Lawrencc
I( Beaupre of South Salem. vice
president and executive editor of
Gannett Suburban Newspapers.

Jokl
D. Fecricf
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,,{ poUticd panies," Broder said,
referring to the president and
Congress. "Each regards himself
as a political party ofone."

The clearest measure of the
system's failure, Broder sajd, is
the budget delicit, now some.
wbere over 94 trillion. In order
to psss the 1990 budget agree.
ment that sought to slow the
deficit's growt"b. Broder main-
tained, Congress and the Bush

admir.istration 'had to pay off so
many pol i t ical  entrepreneurs
that the agreement is not worth
tbe psper it's printed on-"

Our problems witb politics
33a lintsd to deeper problems in
our culture. said Murray B. Le.
vin, a professor of poiitical sci-
ence at Boston University.

"Negative 
and bnrtal cam.

peiSDing is a reflection of the
negauvity and bru -lity of Amer-

ican culture," Levin said. "What

kind of politics do we expect
when we have this kind of cul-
turc?

"We have to bring back a
sense that we can deal with each
other - that we can trust each
other." Citizens must take char?e
ofchange, Levin said, noting that
many of America's historic social
movements - abolitionism. civil
rights, feminism - sprang from

the actions of individuals ratber
tban governrhenL

Echoing Levin's call to ection
was Harold Bruce Pierce. a
Yorktown resident and associate
professor of criminal justic€ at
John Jay CoLlege of Criminal
Justice in Manhattan.

Americans are undergoing
the "painfu.l psychological phe-
nomenon" of scaling back their
dreams, Piercc said. But he

ffi@ ffi ffi
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i-hxerclse your right to exorcise pa ralysis
_l,ast Sunday's publle forum on the _aaL. . P a r a | y s i s o f l ' o | i t i e s ' ' w a s n o t " n e n t r r i . � r m n y r e f u ! e t o p a r t | e | p a t s . w e o r ' t h e

ly disry.t! nssessmonr of itre i;;';i;i;';i I I * X 
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ivstem.
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l-ry.;is:r."?,r1jhqfl3hilfil *:fttli"'{d*x;[3[]n:flJ'ii:ji;n"i''"-ieo."ii"r"b#"eraey" 

at tAWREilCE K.-- aemieriiiele*'po'njdiuu"r.| 
"Reinvigorating Derirociaey;; 

---"'";i 
LAW_tlH,n(;E K. demoeraile responslbiilfi;;. 
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, least bv impliciti"n.__ 
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At. the putric ro.um tast sunday, a
i r.lltii"il1,ii,,?ii"!1"11,i, T,?ii,:": lli -['fi1:itiiJl*,:'l:la{'*"1,i';f:i,leach also held out trope ofiriiprov&;;i gions, with refbrm ;rt",n;,t t" h"*- 

dismal poiiil"lr ilri"r.if onlv eitizens will musterttJJpiiii 'iti,i Jv.F-u-t "t;n [;;ji"wed that the eulture we. qre not 
-pow"rless, 

Broder re-enersv to partieipate in the proiess. chtqil;i;;;U'ffrnstiltng the vatues :p919€4. 
;'vf ii-rt iJJ .ep."."nt today in) Pofitical writer David Bro<ler or oilbreri;;;".',il;&y, mutuat trust and ebLq9r.n ana eonimitm.ept t-s power, andrhe washington Post acLno"'teJeet a; "ia-i"-"ii'. criri,i.Jtilit was a lure vasue, ;"llrii;i;;;irilliJillina to thai.;,--;'' 

-"-
enormous distrust of politics and gov' i ii;;hi, bui"i'i"I., even he seemed Th.e power n-i". was talklng abouternment among the -many voters- he t" ueli"i.ilii;;i il;;" that el6zens who w^as the uttimate qouree of power In aspeaks with routinelv. tte a[ttinut"o tt is care and at 

-J,i^Jdrting 
about lt can democracy: the ballot box.

!.9. the rise or poriiicaf ;;i;;;;;;";;; cr'"ne"'iteiirt""ii.""ttns 
about tt can

w hose pti m ary moti va tion is re'-ete"i i o;'":; l":.'l:_'""j:'."'rathei Th""liv'.il".u.i poriii.il risliij ',i Members of the reaetlon panel atso " ' I
that can ue liin.r'"'te,i ili;ili.v: iil voieed hope: 

--- r-'rv' grsv 
rro o,o rr.,!_- r^

: - fecleral government ).t,ouls D. Boccardl of New Roehelle. --We are tryinS. to d.o our part in our
.1riG 002. today ir ;,;,i;';;;i presirlent anrt cCo or-iie il;;j;i;i 

news eoverage, in editorials-and In co-$' t'2* '-u"::, 
iJi,tll;;i:i: ir:::i":i,',:iY-,n:lv": H*?:tf;r?i;;:ffiT';rifilj:if SilT;,," ,".;." ;*_ryfiKi;^t Lt6l' 
't*'"'i"l,ui"a. 

!L"_,"l9gtion this. yeer was .or" iiior:,'
r rr rr r r flveryone i...'tjil otreh, more vieilnii*nn,i;;;jJilil. drtteter lal,t'fiiorlth esseriftrCitt;i;-rio;: .",
V l  t l , l : '  p res ident  to  the  or ien ted  than in  some pas t - .years .  ' I ' t ra t  mnnees o f  s ta te  l cg ls la to is ,  mbst  o f
l-\-, v\,/.: most junior repre- means citizcns-aie m.or-e likely to be 

wltom are uP for re-election tilp.i"i.' ' l r r rcr ' \ ' ,  sentagve sees hlrn- armed wlt tr  accuiate Informai l in" iuJi  aval lable upon request).  our '  t isues-";"': ': ' t ,ulr "J " gduJi"r"nt whlch to assess;ilAldai;;;e';;;. 
"""" orlented coverase of poll[lcnl aarb;L;;

' orone." . ) John D. Feerrck-or. Mount Kiseo, i.1,Jli"ili"tuoft:fr-d',ld':iTfti"H,lBut he observed that Americans are dean of the Fortlham unive-rsti; d;ii;i 
N_ou, l,.For the -past several weeks, wdnot apathetic. They are frustrataa.-i; of Law and chatrman,itir;i;;;";' iG; h.ave given read-ers essengat informa-rhat asserrion. there is cause for opti- york state commisston. on coveinme-ni ii;" ,i l;;.h;;";;l where to recistermism. one ean deat witt 

-iririiratTJn 
Integrity, pusteo-a-ieit.ti itf"-nl;;;i l and vote. we havepublished editortatsthrough aetion. of open- ftdvernment. ,iitries 6f6il-;i l about the need to voie.- ) Pollster Gordon S. Black contended public financlng of enmpalgnr. ll ir 'si' iulthat the tw'o;; j r . 'part ies,.have con- t ion: en outsldE,-mri t ipai l is; ; ' ; . ; i l :  , - fgslnnl1c.todav, ye ! l l l .  publ lsh a

ilii!1Fi,$":'Jffili*","m*;*i :i,"ilqJ"n a i*errii.'ii' "iiiluiiJ"'hf"': Ld{1.",,#i:ih,:"?,H+J'"1["lr#.it:will guarantee re'eleetion - se.ryma-n- ) ttarotd Rruce preree.of yorktown, l"iiitlS$?ita"lit;t#U 
be followed bv a

dering" poriticat aeti'n."om.miite"-ir*i, assoctaie-.'fr;l;il.-"i.;;1,!i";[.i;;tru 
put no matter whar alt rhe expertsfranking privileees. "we tolerai"-it.-ii '.i ana poiitliai-r-.'i '""n."' at ;orrir-iav CorI 

11{ lerormists say ar potitieal forums,
:!i'il"i'llii;"""0 *,"*,"-r. ro.* 5!fi'd:"[ilf"l3i* 4,1"1'Jft1r 1; lno no mauer rio* .n,"ny words we
ing." Jli.li-piiii-"il,"e-mgnt, with the volunfeer,ti'ili"riiio.'the process and to *l-tt"^lt,lo-u9T|-tlF politlcs'and-;;;";;:
goal of injecting- real choiee'lnt"""f""l assume thelr resnonslhll l i lac aq tha tn- : l-el! '  3ng no. matter how mueh you aresoar or rnjectins reat choiee Into etee- assume thetr responstbiltltes as ure_lnl ffi;:iltJ;t ff;f,:Jiil llffiJ,i$r:iitions' Blaek's solulion, *netttei iiatlsiic struments orchan'ge.-' w.iil ail be meanrfrgreis if you srt out ihisor not,  opt imist ical ly assumes that c i t i -  ^ eleet lon.zens, in faet, will respond to a call to . o .
aetion. .For then you will get what the oun-) Murrav. Levin, a.poritiear seienee An{ my own feenng? r,m. an opgmrst $::t"ill.,t 

voui au"i-triJ;;ffi;;;ff;li
professor at Boston an-d llarvard ";i";;: by natu.rd, an,i rio'kiss so when lt comessities, and author of booliJ on 
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td polltles] 

'vss dv wrrsrr rr L'urrres And.rf you don't exerelse your rleht toalienation, was the most-downb"it ii "ii r beneve .etuzens ea.n make -a_ dtffer- :3h"i,lT;: 
vou wlll traue llitte- .t;i't i;in analyzing the probtem "r-r i "* i i i  ence, bui . t [ l ; ' ; ;  t "  u;  todoso. Weean,t[?'T-" :H['l:*:i:ili' :3'llillll ".?iil *l"ll -'*il#,il""xd[* ifi.sr?Hri ,:f;xi:"xii"!;i:*:o," ts utce presideit
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