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O'Roud<e says hospital board
has preiudged his nominee
ByEdTagllaferrl
Staf f  Wri ter

Charging they are "prejudieed," Coun-
ty Executive Andrew O'Rourke attacked
members of  Westchester  County Medical
Center 's  Hospi ta l  Uoard and a county
legislator for opposing his proposed hospi-
ta ls  commissioner .

Carefully choosing the racially eharged
word and st ress ing he was using i t  " i r \  i ts
broadest sense," O'Rourke insisted he was
not  imply ing the board 's  members or  Mar-
t in  Rogowsky,  D- I Iarr ison,  are b iase<l
against  act ing Commissioner  Mack L.  Car-
ter  .1r . ,  l lecause he is  b lack.

But  O' l lourke said they were leavlng
themselves open to such aceusations, con-
sidering that the legislator and most hospi-
tal board members have never even spo-
ken to Carter.

"There gets to be a point you say,

'Whal. is going on hcre? Why are these
peoplr .  doing what  lhey ' re dolng?'  And
some of  the arrswers to that  are f r ight fu l , "
0'I l,ourke said, declining to elaborate.

Ilogowsky anrl all but one member of
the hospi ta l  board are whi te.  Hospi ta l
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O'ROURKE/r,o rs"on.
boar<l  rnenrbor l lar l  Moore,  rvho
is b lack,  is  one of  n ine members
who on Monday f i led a lawsui t  in
state Supreme Court  seeking to
bloek Carter  f rom serv ing as act-
i ng  con rn r i s s i one r  un t i l  he  i s  ap -
proved by the Board of  Lcgis la-
tors.

l logorvskf  is  the only county
legis lator  publ ic lv  to <leelare he
w i l l  vo l c  aga ins t  ( l a r t e r .  l l e  r l i d
so in a press re lease issr te<l ' I 'ues-
dav .

Chargeedenled
Whcn  t o l r l  o f 'O ' l l ou r ke ' s  eom-

mcnts,  I logorvsky was apparent ly
stunni : r l .

" l le  said that  about me?" he
asker l .  "For Mr.  O' I iourke to
l r r ing race into the conf i rmal ion
process of  Mr.  ( iar ter  is  a very
sar l  r la l  in Wcstchester  County.
I 'm ol ' fenr ler l  personal ly  t .hat  Mr.
O' l iourke rvoulr l  in  f ln] '  wny asso-
ciate my name wi th Jrrc ju<l ice or
racisrr t  in any form or s l rape."

Carol  Farkas.  chairwoman of
the hospi ta l  board anr l  a party to
t h e  l a r v s u i t ,  a l s o  r e j e c t e d
O' l lorr lk t ' 's  charqe.

" l  r l on ' t  t h i nk  t ha t  we  a re
preju<l iced.  I  th ink that  we have
an honest  d isagreemcnt wi th the
counly execut ivc and I  r l t tn ' t
th ink you need io mect sotne-
body to <lcc ide whethcr thcy are
qua l i f i ed  o r  no i , "  she  sa id .

"We have made a determina-
t ion bascd on lhe facts t .hat  lh is
man  i s  unqua l i f i ed .  I f  you  t l on ' t
agree wi th someone that  doesn' t
nrake you prej r r t l iecd."

Clar ter .  thc fbrrner deputy ex-
ecu t i v c '  r l i r ec to r  o f  L i nco ln  Med -
i ca l  an r l  Men la l  I l ea l t h  Cen te r  i n
t he  I l r onx ,  s t a r t ed  t he  $141 ,120 -
a -yea r  j oh  on  Monday .  I l e  de -
c l iner l  to comment yesterday.

Speakirrg at  a White Pla ins
news corr fcrc l rcc,  C) 'Rourke was
vis ib lv annoyed at  thc at tacks on
(. 'ar lcr .

" t ls ing l .he wort l  prejut l iced
in  i l s  l r r oa rk , s t  sense ,  mean ing
pre- judgment,  Mart in Rogowsky
is prejudiccd and I  don' t  th ink he
shoulr l  vote on th is,"  the county
execut ive said.  " l t  docsn' t  mean
he is against  b lack people,
t l r o r r e l r  I  t h i nk  one  cou l t l  r a i se
that  specter  and I 'm not  going to
do that ,  I 'm just  going to te l l  you
lha l .  hc  l s  o l l r i ous l l  p r c i r r r l i ce r l . "

I te lerr ing to members of  the
hospi la l  l roard,  O'Rourke said,  " l

t h i r r k  l l r ev ' r c  p re j u< l i c c t l ,  ee r t a i n -
ly .  I  would not  say thcy ale
prejudiced against  b lack people,
but  I  wi l l  te l l  you r ight  now
there 's no t loubt  that  they are
preju<l iced."

o l lor l rke renewed his eal l  lbr
boarr l  mt.mlrers to qui t  i f '  thcy
ci l l rn() l  acc( ' l ) t  ( iar ter .  " l ' l l  nrakc
surc n() l rc  of  thcm ever servcs
\ . , [ 'es lch<.ster  ( 'orrnty agairr  i r r  any
capac i t r ' . "

I Ie said that  the boarr l  ha<l
enrkrrscr l  l )ept t ly  ( lornrniss ioner

Fldward Stolzenlx ' rg for  the post ,
even befrr re O' l tourke t regan
looking for  a conrmissioner.

But  Farkas said she was the
only me.mber oI  a s ix-person
e o m m i t t c e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y
0'Rourke to scrcen candidates,
who voter l  for  Carter  as a possi-
b l e  f i na l i s t .

"As far  as color  of  a ; lerson's
skin goes,  I  can absolutely vouch
on my l i fe that  there isn ' t  a
mernber of  the (hospi ta l )  board
who has onc mornent 's  concern
alrorr t .  i t , "  s l rc sair l .  " ' l 'h is  person
cotr l t l  have l leen whi le,  green,
t r lack or  orangc,  he woul<l  get  the
samc rcact ion f rom Lhe l roanl  i f
he  ca rne  i n  w i t h  t he  same  qua l i f i -
cat ions."

Race 'playr I role'
Ilogowsky said he decided to

opJrose Onrter  because of  the way
O' l lourke set  uJr  a s<:reening com-
mit lee to keep pol i t ics out  of  the
process,  yet  then bypassed the
comrni l . tee to select  someone
they r l id  not  endorse.

I Ie said h is decis ion was
bnsed on the same t.ypes of [ac-
l .ors that  prompte<l  b lack organi-
zal ions to oppose t l tc  lJ .S.  Su-
p r e m c  ( i o t t r t  n o m i n a t i o n  o f
Clarencc ' Ihomas.

" l 'm eonvinced he (Carter)  is
nol .  the best-qual i f icd person
around,"  Rogowsky said.

But  the county 's two black
legis lators sair l  they fe l t  race was
playing a ro le in the Carter  case.

" I  am star t ing to hear around
the community f rom a number of
people who are responsible,
cret l ib le Alr iean-Americans,  who
are vcry coneerned about th is
wholc process and they feel  Mack
Carter  is  not  get t ing due pro-
cess,"  said I lerman Kei th,  D-
Yonkers.

" l  th ink that  some people
misht  feel  that  i t  is  not  a (medic-
al )  center  that  an Afr ican-Ameri -
can  shou ld  be  runn ing , "  Ke i t h
sa id .  " l  don ' t  know  i I  t hey ' r e
looking at  qual i f icat ions.  I  th ink
fhey might  be looking at  sk in
cokrr  here."

Koi l .h said that  In h ls e lght
years on lhc board " I  have not
wi tnessct l  one (appoinl  rnent)  that
had the k ind ot  opposi t ion that
t h i s  apJ ro i n t r nen t  has .  One  won -
tlcrs about it. What is the real
basis for  i t . "

" ' l 'herc ls  a hue nn<l  cry l i r r
lhe ntan's ouster  bchrre l te gets
in.  When that  hapJrens,  one r loes
star t  to woncler  what is  the agen-
da,"  sai t l  Legis lator  Ernest  Da-
vis,  D-Mount Vernon. I Ie ques-
t ioned Rogowsky's <lecis ion and
termc( l  thc hospi ta l  board 's ae-
t  ions " f i ighl  f i r l  l1  arrogant. . "

l )avis sair l  he was sr t re Car-
ter 's  o[)U)nents do r tot  th ink race
is af fect ing their  thought process.

" l3ut  what is  thcre lc f l?"  he
sair l .  " l 'hev r lon ' t  know lhe guy."


