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ttarch L7 , L992

Conrad Harper ,  pres ident
Associat ion of  the Bar

of the City of New york
New York,  New york LOO36

f t  m a y  b e  n o t e d
quest ionnai re is  in
other  r rconf  ident ia l  r f

t ha t  t he  Sena te  Jud lc ia ry  Cornn l t t ee  r  stwo par ts- -one designated as r rp-ubr ic*  and the

R e :

Dear president Harper:

Your March 5th response to our February 24th letter rnakes adis t inct ion between the conf ident ia i i ty  a t taching to  the c i tyBarrs  evaluat ion of  candidates ; ; ;  appolnt ive and erect ivejudgeships--wi tho.qt  expra in ing tne [ i= i= for  that  drs t inct ion.we bel ieve that  the puur ic  should be equal ry  in for rned as to  thec i t y  B a r r  s  e v a l u a € i o n s .  o f  a p p o i n t i v e - ' i " i i L T " r  n o m i n e e s ,including those norninated to the f"^a.r ir bench-.

we are not  seeking substant ive d isc losure that  would cornpromisethe  con f i den t i a r i t y  o f  e i t y  Ba r rs  eva lua t l ve  p rocess .  wha t  weseek  i s  m in ima l  i n fo rna t i on  
. cons i s t i ng  o f :  (a )  t he  da te  o f  Mr .o rRourke rs  i n te rv iew ;  (b )  whe the r  t h6 re  was  a  ra t i ng  o f  t h i snorn inee;  and (c) .  - i f  =or '  ,h" ther  and ,n"r . r  he hras , ,o t i f  ied of  i t ,in  accordance wi th  your  publ ished ; ; " ; ; ; " res.

A per t inent  page f rom the publ ic  por t ion of  Mr.ques t i onna i re ,  da ted  January  l b ,  Lgg2r ' "u=  i nc tuaeJ - ryo f  ou r  Feb rua ry  24 th  l e t t e r .  Tha t  page ,  t i t l ed  , r r r
(PUBLIC)  ' ' ,  i nc luded  the  fo l l ow ing  q " " ! [ i " "  as  e3 :

O r R o u r k e t s
us as part
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€ < , x x  3 "



t i . " ,
\ t..

President Harper Page Two lilarch L7 , L992

i l fs  there a se lect ion comniss ion in  your
jur isd ic t ion to  recommend candidates for
nominat ion to  the federa l  cour ts? I f  so,  d id
it recommend your nornination? please describe
your  expe r ience  i n  the  en t l re  j ud i c ia l
se lect ion process,  f rom beglnning to  end
( inc lud ing the c i rcumstances whlch led to
your nonination and interviews ln whLch you
par t i c i pa ted )  . r r

The presence of such questlon ln the publle port lon of the
quest ionnai re ind icates that  the Senate Judic iary  Commit tee v iews
such in fornat ion as being wi th in  the publ ic  donain.

Mr .  o rRourke fs  response  the re to ,  l i kew ise ,  asse r t s  no  p r i v i l ege
re la t i ve  to  any  aspec t  o f  t ha t  ques t i on  and  spe - i f i ca l l y
i den t i f i es  h i s  appearance  be fo re  the  c i t y  Ba r f s  eommi t tee  on  tha
Judic iary ,  as to  which rat ing he s tates he has not  been
in fo r rned - -even  a f te r  t he  passage  o f  a  yea r rs  t l r ne .

Sinee we are eurrent ly  prepar lng a cr i t ique of  t r l r .  OrRourkers
pubr ic  quest ionnai re for  the senate Judic iary  commit tee,  your
expedi t ious response wourd be greatry  apprec iated.  we wi r l  be
pleased to furn ish you wi th  a copy of  our  cr i t ique when i t  is
f i n a l  i z e d .

we thank you in  advance for  your  ant ic ipated cooperat ion in  th is
i rnpor tant  endeavor .

Yours for  a qual- t ty judtc l_ary,

€&.nq<r.6M
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coord ina tor ,  N in th  Jud ic ia l  Commi t tee

ce:  Dean John D.  Feer ick,  pres ident-Elect
Associat ion of  the Bar  of  the Ci ty  of  New york
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