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BY E.MAIL

June 10,2019

TO: FOIL/Records Access Officers of the Govemor. Senate & Assembly
Executive Chamber Record Access Officer Valerie Lubanko
Secretary of the Senate Alejandra Paulino
Assembly Records Access Officer Robin Marilla

FROM: Elena Sassower, Director/Center for Judicial Accountability,Inc. (CJA)

RE: FOIL/Records Request: "Public Campaign Financing and Election Commission" -
Part )OO( of Revenue Budget Bill #S.1509-C1A.2009-C

(Chapter 59, Part )OO(, of the Laws of 2019)

More than two months ago, the Legislature and Governor enacted into law Revenue Budget Bill
#S.1509-C 1A.2009-C, which became Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2019. Its Part )OO( "established a
public campaign financing and election commission" ($1(a)), whose report with "force of law"
recofirmendations is required ooby December 1, 2019" ($5).

This is to requestr all publicly-available records establishing that the Commission has been fully
apoointed ($1O) and is operational - ffid, specifically:

(1) records ofGovernorAndrewCuomo's appointmentoftwo commissioners-
especially letters of appointrnent and public arurouncements or press releases
with respect thereto;

(2) records of Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins' appointment of
two commissioners especially letters of appointment and public
announcements or press releases with respect thereto;

(3) records of Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie's appointment of two
commissioners - especially letters of appointnent and public announcements
or press releases with respect thereto;

1 Pursuant to Public Officers Law Article VI [Freedom oflnformation Law (F.O.I.L.)], Senate Rule )(IV
["Freedom of Information"], Assembly Rule VIII ["Public Access to Records"].
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(4) records of Senate Minority Leader John Flanagan's appoinftnent of one
commissioner- especially a letter of appoinfrnent and public announcement
or press release with respect thereto;

records of Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb's appointnent of one
commissioner - especially a letter of appointment and public announcement
or press release with respect thereto;

records of appoinnnent by Governor Cuomo, Senate Majority Stewart-
Cousins, Assembly Speaker Heastie of a ninth commissioner - especially a

letter of appointnent and public announcement or press release with respect

thereto;

records of the Commission's funding, staffing, office address, phone number,
e-mail, and website for discharging its statutory duties.

(s)

For your convenience, a copy of Part )OO( is enclosed.

Pursuant to Public Officers Law $89.3, yow response is required "within five business days" of
receip of this request. I would appreciate if you e-mailed it to me at elena@judgewatch.org.

Thank you.

Enclosure

The Public & Press, on its Behalf

(6)

(7)
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c}e 7-B of, bbe judtciary 1aw, seetsLon 169 of tshe executive }aw,
sectio1E 5 aad 5-a of the legislative law, ualess nodLfied or
by statute Brior to ABriL firEt of tbe year aB to which such

deened
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ratioa applicg to JudiciaL conpcnsatioa aad ilaauary f,irst of, ycar aB

to rhicb Eucb deteroinatiou applLes to legialative and ve coDpen-
saeioD.

3 2. flris aet shaIl take ef f ect imediately.

PARII ]tWW

gsction L. Sectloa L7 of Part F of 60 of the lars of 2015,
as anended by saction 14coDetlcuttng the Lnfraetructure Lnves act,

of part RRR of chapter 59 of tha lalt6 20t7, ig ameaded Eo read ag

followg:
S 17. fhis act Bhal]. take t imedlately aad shalI expire aad be

dcened re5realed t4l 5. yearg sucb date, Provided that, ProJects
with rcquests for qual tioaE issued Brior to such repeal ehaIl be
permittad to coatinue thig act aotrithstaodiag sueh repeal-

f 2. Scctioa 12 of E of chaDter 58 of tbc laws of 2OL6' eousti-
tsuting the tional ecoaomic de'netopmeot iafrastnrcture a,ad

revitalizatioD ectg act, ie amended to road as folLoffg:
C 12. Ahis sball take eff,eet iuediately aad gba1l expire and be

t31 5 yaarB after auch daEe, Drovided tbat, projects
22
23
24

rith ts for qualitlcatioas iesued prior to such repeal EbaII be
Eo coatinua uuder this act notsithstandiag sucb rageal.

rhi6 act sbalI take effeet imediataly.

25 PART IiXI(

26 Sectsioo 1. (a) Establishmelrt of comlgeion. lIbe state sbau. estsablish
27 a systen of voluntary pnblic caqraiga fiuanciug for sttteride aad state
2g legielative public officeg. There ie hereby establishedt a public
29 cenpaiga f,iaancing and election aoumigsioa to exenine, evaluate aad aake
30 recomeadatioas for acw laws witb rcspect to bow the Etate should iuple'
31 m€nt sucb a EysteB of, voluDtary public camlnign flaaacing for state
32 legiglative aad stateride public officeg, and what tha parameters ot
33 euch a prograto should be. Ithe comisgion shall make lts recomeadatioag
34 in furthetrrace of, the goaJ.s of iaceativizing eandidateE to solLcit emall
35 coatributioas, reduciog the pressure oD candidates to EPead inordiDate
3G amouate of time ralsing large coatributions f,or tbeir caopaLgnsr 'Ddg7 eacouragiag qualif,ied caadidates to ruD for office. l[he comoissioa shall
38 also review aad reeomead chaages to certaia a8pectE of t'he staEe
39 el.ection law as detalled bereiu. Tba comissioats report is due by
4A Dcccmbcr L, 2019 aad ghaLl bava thc full cffcct of law ualcce nodifLcd
41 or abrogated by Btatute prl.or Eo Deceubet 22, 20t9-
42 (b) llcobers of comissioa. t[be couisgion sbat l be comprised of, uiae
43 neuberg, tro of which sba1l be appolated by the goveroor, two of rbich
44 Eball be apgoiated by the seaate majority leader, two of, rbicb shall be
45 appointed by the speaker of the assembly, one of which shall be
46 aplrciated by the seaate nlaority leader, atrd oae of whicb thall be
47 appoinged by tbe aeseubly miaority leader. |rhe goveraor, seuate najorlty
48 leader, aad Bpeaker of the ageeobly ghall jointly aPgoiut a niuth meuber
49 to selrlye oD Ehe cmissioa. Ilhe comisgioa shafl DoL be fully coasti-
50 tuted without tbe appoiatncat of ttrc oLnth aeuber. Ihere eball be oo
51 chairlperson appointcd, and thc conuisgion chail. ba grovcracd by a aajori'
52 ty voEe, and at all tinee the comisgion shau aet with a quorun.

@to*'ot nEcYcLEoFnPEn
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L 2. The co@issioa Eball sp€cificall.y deteraiae and ideatify aLI
2 details aad compoaeatg reasoaably relaEed to adlninigtratiou of a public
3 fiaancing program, and ghall a1so specifical.ly determiae and ideatify
4 ner elcctlon lars in thc follorl.ng arcac:
5 (a) rat,io of public natching fuads to suall contributioasi
5 (b) llmite on total receiDu of public fuade depending oD the of,f,icc
7 sought by a eandidate uader tshe proErarn, includiug geographic differ.
I ences j.u euclr LLnite, if aaytg (c) caadidate eligibility thresholde for tbe progran;

10 (d) contributioa Linits appLj.cable to caudidates particiBatiag ia the
11 progrem,
L2 (e) eligible uses of natchabLe contributiooB a:rd public fuads;
13 coatributionB to partieipaEing candidateg above the natchable portloa
L4 sha1l be gover:ned by alectioa lar 3 1"4-130;
15 (f) related conditions of conpliance with the prograln,
16 (C) a.a approgriate state agreucy to oversee adminlstration and eof,orce'
L7 ment of the program, or reccmendation of a aer agency if the comisgiou
18 dcens such recmeudation approgrLatet
19 (h) resources acceagary to admiuietcr aad enf,orce the progran;
20 (i) effective deta of tha progrraur
2L (j) ruLes and defiqitioas goveraing: caadidates' el.igibiLity for
22 public finaacingl political party qualif,icatioasi Eultiple party caadi'
23 daue nomiaatioas aad/or degigaatioas; aDd civil violatioas of public
24 fiaancing ruleg.
25 3. f,he comigsioa shaI1 linit its recomeadatloae to a public finaac-
26 ing progrran that bas a total maxiuun annual f,iEcal cost of no nore thatt
27 100 ni].lion dolIars.
28 4. (a) lflre comiseion gha1l oaly neet, rithiu the sUate and Bust hold
29 at least oae beariag at rhteh bbe public rilL be aff,orded aa oDlrortuaity
30 to provide co@ente. TIre comisaioa nay bold addLtioaal public hearings
31 as Lt d€eus aecsssarai. gucb additional beariags, if aay, may allor for
X2 an opportuDity to provide publie comeuts.
33 O) The DemberE of the comLssioa ehaI1 receive Do compensation for
34 th6ir eervices but thaLl ba allowed tbeir actual and aecegaary cuqr.nae8
35 iacurred in the performaace of their duties hercunder. l{othing contaiaed
35 bereia ghaLl prohLbtt a neuber of thc comissioa from receiviag his or
37 ber salarlr earasd by reason of theLr state onDloyee poEitioa.
38 (c) xo Eanl'rer of the comLssioo sha1l be disquaLifled from boldiag aay
39 other public off,ice or public enplolmcnt, nor shall be or ebe forfeit
40 aay sueh publlc officc or public gnrlrlq66at by reasou of bls or ber
4t appointneat Irurguaat to this gectioa, notwl.tbetaadiag the provisioas of
42 aay gcueral, spccial or loca1 Iar, rcgrulatioa, ordlaaacc or city char-
43 ter. No person rho holds a party Dosition ghall be prohibited or
44 digqualified fron serving as a meuber of, the comiEEioa.
45 (d) tro the naximum €xt€ae feagible, the comisgion shall be autitled
46 to requeet aad receive and shall utilize and be provl.ded with Buch
47 facilLtLcs, resourcee and data of aay court, departmeng, divieiou,
48 board, bureau, comLssion, ageacy or public authority of the state or
49 aay political gubdivj.sj.oa Ehersof aE it Ery raasouebly reguest to prop-
50 erly carry out itg pow€rs and duties pursuaat to tbie aet.
51 (e) 'ilbe co'mtissioa nay requegt, and eb.ll receive, reasoaable assist-
52 aace from state ageacy personnel as is aecessary for the performaace of
53 itg fuactioa, iacludiug Lega1 gruidaace ae ig necessary from legiElatLve
54 aad executive counsel.

ffi r*r*, * nEcYcrEo rpEp
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1 S. I:he comission shall nake a regorE Eo the govErnor and the legigla'
2 ture of its findinge, conclusioas, deterninatiols and recomendatl'onE
3 and shall submit such reporE by December 1, 201'9.
4 lnrr firediagg, conclugLons, dctamiuatious aad recou--dationc ia tshc
5 report nust be adopted by a oajority vote of tbe comlssioD. Bach member
6 of the comission sha11 regorc tbeir vote aud deseribe their reasoaiag
7 f.or their detemination.

lflre comisgion nay report recoucndatlong EupDorted by a uajority.
Eacb recomendatioa nade to iryrlenent a determinatioa pursuaut to tble
act Eha11 have the force of law, aad shall superBode, where aBpropriate,
ircoasistest DroviEions of the election Iar, unlees modified or abrogat'
ed by stsatute prior to Decenber 22, 2OL9.

S 2. If aay clauge, senteace, subdivision, ParafJraph, sactlon or part
of tbi.s aet be adjudged by any court of competent Jurisdictioa to be
iavalid, guch judqpeat Elra11 aot affect, lnpair or iavalidate the
renainder tbereof,, but, shalI be confined ia its operat,ioa to the clauser
BeDteace, Egbdivleion, paragraph, gection or part thereof directl'y
iavorved ia tbe coat'roversy ia which sucb judgrment sbaIl have been
rendered.

s 3. Thie aee sball take effect imedirtely. whita eay recomeadrtLon
contained withiu the comissionrg fiaal report that is made Eo ir![rlemeat
a deterpiaation pursurnt to this act sbalL renaia Law, the coilniesion
itgelf, as created bereLa, sbaIl elqrire aad be deened repealed oI1 a-d
after Deeeober 31, 20L9.
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PART YII'Y

Section 1. Paragraph e of sgbdlvision 1 of sectioa 211-cl of the
tiotr law, as amended by gectLoa 1 of part CCC of chapter 59 of laws
of 2019, is anelrded to read as fo11ow8:

e. Notrithetaadiag paragraphg a aad b of thia eubdivisioa a gahool
dlstrict tbat Bubnitted a coatract f,or excelleace for tbouEard

excel-aight--tswo thougaad aine scbool year eha1l Eubmit a
leace for the two thousaad nLae"tro thousand schooL year J.n

coaf,or:niEy vith the requireneuts of gubparagraph (v. of, paragraph a of
subdivigion two of this Eecuioa ualess all s ia the distrLct are
ideatified as in good staading aad provided ther that, a Echool
district that strbnitted a coatract for for the two thousaad
niae- -two thouEaad tea ecbool !€Err schools in tbe district
ar€ ideutified as ir good standing, 1 gubnit a contract f,or excel'
leace for the two thousand elevea-' thousard trelve scbool Year whicb

of strbparagraph (vi) of, Para-ghaIl, notrltsbstaadiag tsbc rcgu
grapb a of, srrbdivisioo two of section, provide for tbe expeadiEure
of aa amouut rhich shall be less than the product of the amount
approved by the comlsg l,n the contract f,or excelLence for the tto

teD school year, uultiPlied bY Lhe
adjustmetrt percenEage and provided furtherdistricE's gaD

thaE, a Ecbool di t that subnitted a coDtract for exccllence f,or the
l-two tbousaad twelve scbool year, uuless all gchools
ldeatified as Ln good staading, gball Eubnit a

contraet t for the tro tbousand twelve"tYo thousaad thir'
te.n year rhieh shal1, Dotrithstaadiag tbe requirenents of,

(vi) of paragraph a of subdivision two of tbis sectioa,subpar
for the expeod,lture of an anount wblch eba1l be aot less tbaa

amount approved by Ehe comissloaer in the coatract for axcelleace
tboueaad elev€a--Ewo thougaad twelve school year aad

tbousand uiue.'two

two thousand
ia the disur
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54 the two
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