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COVET$IOR PATAKI APP OINT O STATE DTHICS COMMTSSION

ntlis willingnell to sorve on tho Comrnfcrlon ls a teslamsnt to his commisnem to public
scrvlco," the Govcrnor told. "Wo will bo lortrultc to hrvo sornconc ofhis calibor tvorklng to
errferce th9-[ighcst srandards of othicnl conduci irr stote govcrnrnent.'t
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Vhdfi.oilDserved o-r Dirsctor of Crlmlnal Justlco antt Commissionor of theDivicion-_-
of Crlminat Jwdce Servtcw &om Much l99J uutil Fcbruary of fis year. Ho wcs Chicf of tho
Criminal Divislon for tho Unltod Slatec Attonro/o Offlco for 0rc Southcrn Digrlct of Now York
tiorn 1993-95. Hc hrs also served ag lnAdjunot Professor of Lrw at Colurnblo Law S'dtool sincc
t988.

. l4r. Shcchtmun ha! rewcd ao counsol to Robett Morgenthau, Vlanhqnan Dlatrict Attorncy
(1987-1993); L-hicf Appellato Attomuy md Chicf of tho Ccnornl Crimes Unit forthe Unitcd
Slatcs Attomoy's Offioo lbr the $quthern Dletr|st of Now York (t981-1985) and law clqrk to the
Honornblo Warrcn Brugcr, Chlof JraHce of thc Unlted Statss Suprcruo Court (1979-1980).

Shechtman, r Ncw York clty rcrldcnf recelvcd o bcchelor's clcgr€e ln oconomlcs from
Swartlrrnoro Collogc, wrr e Rhodcr Scholu at Orrford Univorsity, whcro ho recoivcd his mottcttg
dogrec In cconorniol, nnd recciwd hia lnw deglgc ftom l{arvard Law School, whoro he goduntcd
magna cum laude.
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)_---AAvemor Patrki today amounced ho lr.re,ppointed formtr Crimlnol Justice pir"q1q1ptul

fschcctmfr to tno New York Stnto ndrio Comrnigiion for r tqmi that r'.ug tluough tho cud of-m-y-fit8, 
IIe replacer Jotcph Brcss, who restgrrcd frorn ttro Cornmission

@_-..-..___"I'rtr vory plcased to trppoint P.ure-u.@ thc Erhics cornnisslon," oovomor Patoki
raid. t'He \rvs8 a grcat Dircctot of Crinrinal Jdii66-cc and ho'll bo an aleet to thc Ethics Comnrissios.
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f CASE DECISIONS: Recent antitrust and civil procedure rulings by
the U,S. District Court for the Southern District.

*
Update

I NEWS: The forces that brought the nation's tobacco companles to
engage in settlement talks with plaintiffs reflect an evolutibn in the
balance of power and legal strategies over 40 years of liti

I COLUMN: Audrey Strauss of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver &
son discusses cases in which courts found the SEC failed to
notice before imposing criminal or civil penalties.
NEw DEAIS: The lawyers invorved in rrr Industries'$gl5 miil i ,on
purchase of Gould Puurps and other transactions.

Cravath, Swalne & Moore
been slapped with a New York
tax lien for failing to pay $
unincorporated business taxes
1995. The lien entit les the
sheriff to sell the firm's
satisfy the debt. Cravath presi
partner Samuel C..Butler said the
city informed the firm in August
that it owed $4,400 in unpaid taxes.
cravath sent the city the $1,100 it
believed it owed and thought the
matter was resolved, he said. Cra-
vath will try to persuade the city to
lift the lien, Mr. Butler said.

State Supreme Court Justice lra
Gammerman's in i t ia l  fa i lure to
make repairs to his Greenwich Vil-
lage townhouse posed a "substan-
tial health and safety" problem for
tenants, entitling them to a reduc-
tion in rent, Brooklyn Housing
Court Judge Marc Finkelstein has
ruled. He ordered the former ten-
ants to pay $9,990 - $14,000 less
than another judge said was owed
before the case was reversed and
remanded. Judge Gammerman has
since rerrovated the townhouoe.

South Carolina Law Colled IVo Shield H,
DANIEL WISE two of its employees from asj

sovereign immunity as a defen
damage action arising from a c;
dent in Suffolk County.
The declclon wlll be publlrh
morrow.

The statute, the South Carolir
Clairns Act, creates a l imited wa
the state's imrnunity to set proc
for persorral injury suits againsl
Carolina employees in that
courts. The statute, however, e:
ly says that South Carolina w
consenting to be sued in the cc
other states.

Justice Albert M. Rosenblat
ing for the court in Monison u.
Cor Sysfems /rrc., analyzed the
ples of comity which govern
one state should apply the I
another ,  and concluded tha
York courts should not ext(
South Carolina state defendar
immun i t y  g ran ted  them bv
state's laws.

Justice Rosenblatt pointed to
al factors that militated again
York applying the South Carol

Justico Albert M. Rolonblatt Contlnued on page 7, c

Sovereign Immunit
Statute Is Ruled Our

NEW YORK State should not appty
a foreign state's sovereign immtinity
statute to shield an out-of-state driver
from liability for a car accident here,
the Appellate Division, Second De-
partment has ruled.

In a unanimous reversal Monday of
a lower court ruling, the panel baired
the University of South Carolina and

City Bar [Jrges Circuit Vz
BY DEBORAH PINES

CALLING on the White House and
Congress to "put aside partisan bick.
ering" and promptly fi l l  vacancies on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sec-
ond Circuit, a city bar group yesterday" l ; l : ' ;  
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"The cunen't stolem,
punishes hartlworking 1
and threatens the qual

rlori ::i on-mahinp that li l

Paul Sheehtman, the former direc-
tor of the State Division of Criminal
Justice Services, has been appoint-
ed by Governor Pataki to the State
Ethics Commission. He is a partner
at Stillman & Friedman.
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An expanded and rede-
signed fferu Yorh Law Journol
Web site debuts today, giving
readers a quick, complete
on-line summary of news, de-
cisions and trends that will
be updated daily. The site
leatures links to the full texts
of decisions, reports and oth-
er documents in the news,
such as the decision allowing
the FDA to regulate distribu-
tion of cigarettes, which is
discussed in today's Corpo-
rate Update story on page 5.
The site also has the most
complete list of Web sites of
interest to New York lawyers
and a searchable list of Law
Joumal classified ads. Link
to: http://www.ny[.eom


