
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA) <elena@judgewatch.org>

Sent Wednesday, March 7,2018 8:50 PM

To: 'lukeparsnow@gmail.com'

Cc 'writers@albany.edu'; 'ccarola@ap.org'; 'dklepper@ap.org'; 'cseiler@timesunion.com';

'rsmith@timesunion.com'; 'editor@legislativegazette.com'; 'melaniezerah@gmail.com';

'alan@wamc.org';' media@wamc.org'

Subject "The Media's Agenda" -- lt's NOT about truth-- and I can prove it. Will you report --

and break a MAJOR news story that will upend this year's electoral races for governor,

attorney general, comptroller, & every legislative seat?

Attachments: 2-2-18-statement.pdf;2-2-18-statement-ex-c.pdf;2-5-18-statement-with-questions-
final.pdf

TO: Luke Parsnow/Svracuse New Times

RE: Your articles: "The Media's Agendd: To Tell the Truth" (December 20,2O!7)

: https://www.svracusenewtimes.com/medias-agenda-tell-truth/
"Corruption ls Corruption, No Matter Where You Go" (March 6,

2018): https://www.svracusenewtimes.com/corru ption-corruption/

I am director and co-founder of a non-partisan, non-profit citizens' organization, Center for Judicial

Accountability, lnc. (CJA)- and for nearly 30 years have interacted with the press on matters involving

governmental corruption, including as relates to former Temporary Senate President Skelos.

I can prove to you that the media is grandstanding with respect to the case against former Temporary Senate

President Skelos, as likewise the case against former Assembly Speaker Silver - making a mountain out of a

molehill, in order to distract from the real mountain of corruption, including as relates to Skelos and Silver -
and their partners in crime: Cuomo, Schneiderman, and DiNapoli, among so many others. lndeed, I can prove

to you that when it comes to governmental corruption, the "truth" is nowhere on "the media's agenda" and

that the reason why New York's elections are largely non-competitive, preventing voters from "draining the

swamp" of corrupt incumbents is because of the media's "fake news" reporting and editorializing.

The below is an example of the kind of proof I can furnish. As I have had NO response from any of the below

recipients, or from others to whom it was sent, I would especially welcome your opinion - and, even

more, your investigative report, consistent with what you deem "the media's agenda" - and "aim -- always --

...to discover the truth and deliver it to readers".

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

www.iudgewatch.org
9L4-42L-1200



From: Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA) [mailto:elena@iudeewatch.ore]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27,2OL8 4:22PM
To:'writers@albany.edu' <writers@ a I ba nv.ed u>

Cc:'ccarola@ap.org'<ccarola@ap.org>;'dklepper@ap.org'<dkleoper@ap.org>;'cseiler@timesunion.com'
<cseiler@timesunion.com>

Subject: What "Fake News" Looks Like: "Want to talk about the state's money? Budget plenty of time" -- 2ltLl18 --
AP/Chris Carola

TO: Paul Grondahl. New York State Writers lnstitute

This follows our phone conversation this morning, which you disconnected - refusing to give me your e-mail address so

that I might forward you the below: my February 15th, February LZth, and February 2nd e-mails to Associated Press

reporters Chris Carola and David Klepper, particularizing - with the above-attachments -- why I deem the February 11-th

article "Want to talk about the state's money? Budget plenty of time": http://tucson.com/news/national/want-to-talk-
about-the-state-s-monev-budset-plentv/article 9ab57a7a-cf7b-52a2-9b0f-0aLac289f90e.html, under Mr. Carola's

byline, to be "fake news".

I requested your expert opinion about the article - which you refused, hanging up the phone. This, after I showed you

that CJA's website, www.iudsewatch.ors, offers a GOLDMINE of PRIMARY-SOURCE EVIDENCE as to how the press

operates, encompassing a span of nearly 30 years. lndeed, during our conversation, I requested that you examine my

FIRST interaction with your former colleague at the Albanv Times Union, Casey Seiler, in November 2OL! - when he was

president of the Legislative Correspondents Association - the context of which was CJA's October 27,20LL opposition
report to the August 29,2OLL report of the Commission on Judicial Compensation: http://www.iudeewatch.orslweb-
pages/iudicial-compensation/press-cia-opposition-report.htm. ln addition to your examining CJA's October 27 ,ZOLL
opposition report - and Mr. Seiler's response thereto - I asked that you also examine the responses of the Ngw York

Times and New York Law Journal - because those three newspapers - and ALL other media - have suppressed,
essentially totally, any report about it - and about CJA's EVIDENCE-BASED advocacy thereon to vindicate the public's

rights and protect taxpayer money, as for instance, by our FULLY-DOCUMENTED lawsuits - furnished to them again, and

again, and again, and by my testimony at public hearings. Mr. Carola's February 11th article is but the latest example.

lmmediately following your hanging-up on me, I phoned you back, leaving a voice mail message, requesting contact
information for the student journalists who participated in the October 201.7 symposium "Ihe Future of Truth: Telling

the Truth in a Post-Truth World": http://www.wmht.orglf utureoftruth/.

Surely you would agree that up-and-coming journalists, still in university, may be presumed to be receptive to EVIDENCE

- and that Mr. Carola's February 11th article, as explicated below, is a good place for them to start.

Kindly furnish me with contact information for these future journalists - or for their professors and academic advisors --

as soon as possible.

Meantime, I have cc'd Messrs. Carola and Klepper for such comment as they wish to make with respect to the
foregoing. Likewise, Mr. Seiler, whose comment I additionally invite with respect to my August 6, 2077 e-mail " Putting
on End to 'Foke News'..." , addressed to him, but also sent to his fellow reporters of the Legislative Correspondents

Association. I alerted you to that e-mail, posted on CJA's website, http://www.iudsewatch.ore/oress-nvs/2017'18-6-1"7-
email-seiler-fake-news.pdf, when I first spoke to your assistant Jen, I believe in early January - and I referred to its
content this morning when we spoke together, for the first time.

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)


