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Republicans, Outnumbered, Keep
Power inAlbany
ByTHOMAS KAPLAN 

I

ALBANY - By any measure, the Republican Party in NewYork State shouldbe on the

ropes.

No Republican has been elected to a statewide office in a decade. Since the last presidential

election, the number of registered Republicans in the state has dropped by zzS,ooo;

Democrats now oubrumber Republicans roughly two to one.

Yet as they look toward the November elections, Republicans have reason for optimism.

They continue to have strong ififluence in Albany, thanks to a pragmatic alliance with the

state's Democratic governor, Andrew M. Cuomo. They are generally favored to retain their

control of the Senate, thanks to ger4rmandering designed to protect their incumbents, a

strong fund-raising advantage, and a Democratic minority tainted with a reputation for

corruption and division. And they hope that tley can retain their strength in the state's

Congressional delegation - they now hold B of the 29 seats in a delegation that had only

two Republicans at the time of the 2o1o election.

"Republicans have a chance to hold just as many seats as they do now in the next Congress,"

said David Wasserman, who tracks House races for the nonpartisan Cook Political Report.

"That would be a big victory."

Republicans in the state still face considerable long-term challenges, particularly given the

party's e nrollment disadvantage.

Though Republicans hold several important county executive posts, including Nassau,

Westchester, Onondaga and Monroe, the party has struggled to find marquee candidates to

run for many major elected offices, including governor, United States senator and mayor of
NewYork City.

Polls show Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand, a Democrat, in a strong position to win re-election

this year. The last Republican to win election to the United States Senate from NewYork,

Alfonse M. D'Amato, predieted it was "going to be very difficult" to defeat her no matter
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which of three Republican candidates wins the primary election this month.

"In a statewide race, unless you have a badly flawed Democratic candidate and an excellent,
well-financed Republican candidate, it is a virtual impossibility," Mr. D'Amato said. "That
doesn't mean you gtve up, but it means the odds are already stacked against someone."

But in regional and local races, the party appears in much better shape. New Yorkers
elected six new Republicans to Congress in 2o1o, and the redistricting rnap put in place by a
federal court - Albany lawmakers could not agree on one - is quite hospitable to the
Republicans.

"We couldnt have drawn a better hap," said Anthony J. Casale, a former assembl5.man who
is now chief of staffto the state Republican chairman, Edward F. Cox.

Races for B of the state's z7 Congressional seats are projected to be competitive - four seats

held by each party, according to the Cook Report. Democrats, who need a net gain of z5
seats nationally to take control of the House, had hoped many more Republican
representatives would be at risk in New York; tley were so disappointed by the court-drawn
maps that the House minority leader" Nancy Pelosi, called Mr. Cuomo and the Assembly
speaker, Sheldon Silver, to urge them to negotiate a redistricting compromise that would
have provided friendlier terrain for Democrats.

In State Senate elections, Republicans will also benefit from a new district map that adds a

63rd district in a Republican-friendly upstate area.

Arthur J. Kremer, a lobbyist and former Democratic assemblyman, said that with the
favorable legislative map and the extra seat, the Republicans were in a good position to hold
their majority.

"The Senate is the crown jewel for them, because at least it puts them in a position of power
where they can influence state policy," he said. "Having the State Senate keeps them viable
as a party in NewYork."

In an irony befitting Albany's status as a political twilightzone, Republicans largely have

Democrats to thank for their good standing this year.

Assembly Democrats, in return for being allowed to draw their own districts, agreed to
accept the Republican-drawn redistricting map for the Senate. So did Mr. Cuomo, who
settled for a promise of redistricting reform a decade from now.

The Senate Democrats have considerable challenges. They reported $zz8,ooo on hand,
plus $r.5 million in debt from the last elections, when campaign fund-raising was last
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disclosed in April. The Senate Republicans, by contrast, have more than $S million in their
coffers.

Complicating matters further, four Senate Democrats who broke away last year to form an

independent caucus have shown little interest in reconciliation; their leader, Senator Jeffrey

D. Klein of the Bronx, recently likened the Senate Democrats to a "circular firing squad."

Mr. Cuomo, who has successfully persuaded the divided Iegislature to embrace much of his
agenda, has said nothing to indicate he would like to see Democrats retake the Senate. He

has raised money for the Assembly Democrats, and is the major figure in a fund-raiser next

month for the State Democratic Party, but he has not solicited donations for the Senate

Democrats.

And at a recent meeting of the State Democratic Committee, the governor vow'ed to "elect

Democrats in every office all across this state" but then declined to say whether that
included state senators.

Some argue that Mr. Cuomo benefits from a Senate in Republican hands. John Jay l,aValle,

the Republican chairman in Suffolk County, said the Republican-controlled Senate gave Mr.

Cuomo an ally in counteracting Mr. Silver, who for a generation has been the state's most

powerfirl Democrat in the Legislature. He said that Mr. Cuomo and the Senate Republicans

were "forcing Sheldon Silver to do things that he traditionally wouldn't do and traditionally
hasnt done."

"\,Ve've been Andrew Cuomo's cover," Mr. IaValle said. "He knows that if he doesn't fix New

York State, he wont have even a remote chance of being president. So what does he do? He

realized quickly that he has to act like a Republican in order to fix this state."

Republicans say they intend to base their electoral campaigns in part on their cooperative

relationship with the state's top Democrat.

"People are really happy that we've worked closely with the governor in a bipartisan fashion

to get state government functioning again," Dean G. Skelos of Nassau County, the Senate

majority leader, said in an interview. "This is really resonating with voters."

Mr. Skelos said he had not spoken with Mr. Cuomo about Senate campaigns.

"The governor will do what he thinks is appropriate," Mr. Skelos said. "But I also believe

he'll consider the fact that New York State government has functioned very well when you

have a little bit of checks and balances within the government."

The Senate Democrats are clearly unsure where they stand with the Democratic governor:
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