
Follow-Up coverage: "Disruption of congress" -- June 2gth Sentencins

Subject: Follow'Up Coverage: "Disruption of Congress" -- June 2gth Sentencing
Date: 612512004, 1 :10 pM

From:
To: iv@rollcqll.cor!, David Mevers <dbm@rollcall.com>,

pianine@washpost.com, Ombudsrnan lnternet
:ombvSfnan@yv.gs.hp.gsJ,c_o.&, ,
rc,"rortio 

'r'r.n",
<kfischer@amlaw.com>

TO: RollCatl,  Washinqton post, LeqalTimes, and @
FROM: Elena Ruth Sasower, Coordinator/Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)(914) 421-1200

RE:

Attached is my already {axe{ memo to you of today's date and its enclosed May 2gth and June 24thmemos to senate Judiciary committee chairman ilatch, Ranking Membei l"riv, ru"* york Home-StateSenators Schumer & Clinton, and Senator Chambliss.

For your convenience, also attached is my prior May 2llh memo to each of you.
For developments since.then -- including my June titn-gtn memos to Ralph Nader and the host ofnon-partisan, liberal, and conservative "pubiic. interest" & judicial monitorhg -guni="tions, on which youroutinely and gullibly tum for "info" on federatiudicial selectiotn --.see.the homepage of cJA,s website,www'iudoewatch'orq, u1d9r the heading "Paper Trail Documenting the corrupiioitr r"o"ral Judicialselection/confirmation & the 'Disruption of congress', case iispawned.,,.

Thank you.

cc: New York Times: [By E-MAIL]
Daniel Okrent, public Editor
Gerry Mulaney, Deputy Metro Editor for politics
Phil ip Taubman, Washington Bureau Chief
Ray HernandezA//ashington Bureau
Neil LewisMashington Bureau

I of I
612512004l:20 pM



CnNrnn yo, JantcrAr, AccouNTABrLrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stdion
Whilc Plnins, Nan' York 10605-0069

BY E-MAIL & FAX
June 25, 2004 (7 pages)

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

E-Mai.l: judgewotch@olcom

Web site: wwwjudgewatch.org

TO:

FROM:

RE:

ROLL CALL
ATT: Jennifer Yachnin; David Meyers/Tvlanaging Editor

V/ASHINGTON POST
ATT: Henri Cauvin; Bill Miller/Assistant City Editor

Helen Dewar; Eric PianinArlational News Editor
Michael Getler/Ombudsman

LEGAL TIMES
ATT: Tom Schoenberg; Jonathan Groner/Editor-at-Large

Eva Rodriguez/Editor-in-Chief
NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL

ATT: Kris Fischer/Editor-in-Chief

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator/CenterforJudicialAccountability, krc. (CJA)

FOLLOIY-UP COVERAGE: "DISRUPTION OF CONGRESS"
JUNE 280. SENTENCING: USA v. Elena Ruth Sassower

"championing Basic citizen Rights - and the vital Importance
of Citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection"

is goh

Holeman. I am to be sentenced to up to six months in jail and a $500 fine in connection with
the bogus and malicious "disruption of Congress" charge for which I was wrongfully
convicted in April.

The previous sentencing date - June 1$ - was adjourned upon my asserted right to "reasonable
time" to review D.C. Court Services' May 28th presentence report and the U.S. Attorney's
June 1" memorandum in aid of sentencing

Please be advised that following my May 276memo to each ofyou, urging you to ask Senate
Judiciary Committee Chairman Hatch, Ranking Member Leahy, New york Home-State
Senators Schumer and Clinton, and Senator Chambliss "how much jail time they deem
appropriate" for the "concocted 'crime"' of which I was convicted, as well as the other
questioqs suggested by my pubtished Letters to the Editor in the May l0th Roll Call and in the
May 19tr New York Law Journal, I decided to ask those questions myself. A copy ofmyMay
28th memo to those Senators is enclosed - as is my follow-up June i4tn ̂ " o.



Cnnrnn yor JantcIAL AccounrABrlrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Station
White Plnhs, New York 10605-0069

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

PRTORITY ATTENTION REOUIRED

E-Mail:
Website:

judgewatch@Volcom

r+uttojudgewatch.org

DATE: June 24, 2004

TO: Senator Orrin G. Hatcll Chairman, U.S. Senate Judiciary Commiuee
By Fax: 202-224-6331 / 202-224-9102 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: senator hatch@ hatch.senate.gov

swenjrior@j udi ciary. s enate. gov

Senator Patrick Leahy, Ranking Member, U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee
By Fax: 202-224-9516 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: senator leatry@leahy.senate.gov

mona lewandoski@judiciary. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Charles E. Schumer
By Fax: 202-228-4562 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: michael_tobman@schumer.senate.gov

robertjaxton@schumer. senate. gov

New York Home-State Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
By Fax: 202-228-0t2t [2 pages]
By E-Mail: josh_albert@clinton.senate.gov

leecia_eve@clinton. senate. gov
Senator Saxby Chambliss

By Fax: 202-224-0103 [2 pages]
By E-Mail: [saxby_chambliss@chambliss.senate.gov]

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RE: JTINE 28M SBNTBNCING FOR "DISRUPTION OF CONGRESS'
& Your As-Yet Nor Received Response to cJA's May 28,2004 Memo

I have received NO response to my May 28, 2004 memorandum, addressed to each ofyou -
even to the limited extent of a response to my request for publicly-available documents for
l l New York federal judicial nominees so that, "in the event I am sentenced to jail - withno
stay granted me pending appeal - I [might] make productive use of my jail time".



Page Two June24,2004

In the unlikely event that Senate Legat Counsel and/or the U.S. Attorney did NOT inform
191 that -y J-*. 1" sentencing for "disruption of Congress" was adjoumid to Monday. June
28n. you are hereby so advised and afforded this firther opporhrnity to respond to my May
28,2004 memorandum, which I will be submitting to the Court atthe June 28s sentencinj.

Please note that I not only faxed and e-mailed that memorandum to you on May 28s, but 20
copies were thereafter hand-delivered to the Senate Judiciary Committee oflice on iune 4m
by George McDermott, a CJA member, with his own coverletter requesting ..that each
member of the Senate committee on the judiciary receives a copy...in tttri mailbox.,'
Included with each of these 20 hand-delivered copies were my appended trvo published
Letters to the Editorin Roll Call (May 10,2004) and the New York Law JournallMay t9,
2004) - whose "pertinent recitations, corroborative of my innocence", stand undeniei and
undisputed by you.

Consequently, I am not herewith re-faxing/e-mailing my May 28,z1g4mernor1ndum and
published Letters to the Editor - which, moreover, are conveniently posted on the homepage
of CJA's website, www..iudgewatch.org - along with the "Paper Traii" ofmy correspondence
with you to which they refer.

Finally, please be advised that the D.C. Court Services' May 28, 2004 presentence report
recommended that I perform "community service". I am perfectly willing to perform"community service" -- So long as it consists of my working with the Sen-ate fuaiciary
Committee to develop ways of facilitating and enhancing citizen participation in federal
judicial selection and otherwise advancing the unimplemented non-pa.tisan, good-
government reform recornmendations of The Ralph Nader Congress Project (1975), Coimon
Cause (1986), and The Twentieth Century Fund Task Force on Judiciat Selection (l9gg)t-
Would this be acceptable to you?

cc: U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia
Senate Legal Counsel
D.C. Superior Court Judge Brian Holeman
George McDermott, CJA member
The Public

I Excerpts of these important recommendatiorrs are quoted by my June 16, 2003 memo to Ralph Nader,
Public citizen" and common cause - posted at the Top of cJA,s ho-"pug".

.sdd'*L*. ' .., ., "*,S;'.



qIIIpl yo, JuntcrAt, AccouNrABrlrry, rNC.
P.O. Box 69, Gednqt Stdion
lyhitc Pleins, Nen' York 10605-0069

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

E-Mail:
Website:

judgen'atch@oLcoi
vtmujudgewatch.org

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE: ST FOR OF
& PICK.UP OF LONG.AGO REQUESTED NOCUUTENTS

on Tuesday- June 11 I am to be sentenced to up to six months injail and fined up to $500 onthe bogus and malicious "disruption of Congress" charge foi which I was wrongfullyconvicted last month - after your Senate Counsel succeeded, by ufraudulent motion, toquash my subpoenas for your testimony at trial.

May 28,2004

senator orrin G. HatclL chairman, u.s. senate Judiciary committee
By Fax 202_224_6331 /202_224-gIO2 [8 pages]
By E-Mail: senator hatch@ hatch.senate.gov

swenlrrior@jJdiriury. r.nur.. gov

senator Patrick teahy, Ranking Member, u.s. Senate Judiciary committee
By Fax: 202-224-9516 [8 pages]v E-Ma': i;tr:i:.lffijgr1;H:.#f,';;

New York Home-State Senator Charles E. Schumer
By FAX: 202-228_4562 [8 pages]
B y E-MAIL : michael -tobman@i ctu-... senate. gov

robertlaxton@sihumer. senate. gov

New York Home-state Senator Hillary Rodham crinton
BY FAX: 202-228-0t21 [8 pages]
BY E-MAIL: josh_albert@clinton. senate.gov

leecia_eve@clinton. senate. gov
Senator Sorby Chambliss

BY FAX: 202-224_0103 [8 pages]
BY E-MAIL: [refusedl

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)
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Had you testified, I would have sought your responses, under oath, to such material facts
relating to you and the Senate Judiciary Committee as are summarized by my two recent
Letters to the Editor, "Cotecting the Record'(RolL Call, May 10, 2004) and,,;portroyal in
News ltem Found 'Denigrating"'@ 

May 19, 2oo4). Copies are
enclosed for your convenience.

I intend to submit these published Leffers,,on my own behal{ at the June lo sentencing-and
hereby afford you ttre opportunity to deny or dispute the accuracy of their pefonent
recitations, coruoborative of nry innocence

It is my view - publicly stated by my May lO'h published Letter -- that you should be asked"how much jail time [you] deem appropriate" for my "concocted zcrime,". I hereby
expressly call for your respective answers.

Additionally, I intend to submit a copy of .y correspondence with yoq spanning from
March 14, 2003 to January 29, 2004, relating to Judge Wesley's nomination uia tn,
nominations of P. Kevin Castel and nine others to district and circuit judgeships in the
Second Circuit. Such correspondence is posted on the homepage oi CjR'r website,
www i u dg ew a t c h- o r g. under the heading "Paper Trail Documenting G Co*rption of Federai
Judicial Selection/Confirmation & the 'Disruption of Congress' CLe it Spawned". Although
you have never denied or disputed the accuracy or significance of this conespondence,Igiie
you a further opportunity to do so now: in particular, to deny or dispute theiccura.y of-y
memo of exactly one year ago, May 28,2003, recounting what took place at the Senate
Judiciary Committee's May 22,2003 confirmation "hearing" - and idientifying the basis
upon which I would be calling you as my witnesses at trial.

A copy of this memo is being sent to the U.S. Afforney with a demand that his
recornmendation for sentencing - which he has "reseryed" to June I't - be informed by your
responses to the foregoing.

Finally, in the event I am sentenced to jail - with no stay granted me pending appeal - I
intend to make productive use ofmytime. Please insfruct-senate Judiciary Committee staff
to have ready for pick-up on June l$ copies of the public portions of tire questionnaires
completed by the nine federal judicial nominees which I haverepeatedlyrequ.rt.d, including
in correspondence dated June 9, 2oo3? June lg, 2003, July i5, zool,August 29,2003,
December 29,2003, and January 29,2004t -- and which have Nor bein supplied.

I The final three letters are posted as part of the "Paper Trail". The first of these three, CJA,s August 29,2003 memo to chairman Hatch and Ranking Member Leiny, bears a RE: clause for:
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These nine nominees are:

(1) Barrington D. Parker, nominated on May g, 2OOl to the Second Circuit Court of
Appeals, confirmed by the Senate on October 12,2001;

(2) Reena Raggi, nominated on May l,zoozto the Second Circuit Court of Appeals,
confirmed by the Senate on September 20,2002;

(3) Dora L-lnz-zary,nominated on April 28,2003to the Disfict Court for the Southern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on October 1,2003;

(4) Stephen Robinson" nominated on March 5,2003 to the District Courtforthe Southern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Commiffee held a
confinnation hearing on July 22,2003 and the Senate confirmed on Septemb er 17,
2003;

(5) Sandra J. Feuerstein, nominated on July 25,2OO2to the District Court fordre Eastern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a

. confirmation hearing on July 22,2003 and the Senate confirmed on Septemb er 17,
2003;

(6) Richard J. Holwell, nominated on August l, 2002 to the District Court for the
Southern District ofNew York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
confirmation hearing on July 22, 2003 and the Senate confgmed on Septemb er 17,
2003: 

,

(7) Gary Lawrence Sharpe, nominated on April 28,2003 to the Distict Court for the
Northern District ofNew York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held a
con{irmation hearing on October 15, 2003;

*SUPERVISORY 
OVERSIGHT over Senate Judiciary Committee Staffwhose Disregard of

CJA's Document Requests has Included Witlfiolding from CJA the public portions of
Questionnaires of Judicial Nominees whose Confirmations are Pending before the Committee
and Senate" (emphasis in the original).

CJA's subsequent December 29,2003 and January 2g,2004memos are similarly entitled.
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(8) Sandra Lynn Townes, nominated on July 1,2003 to the District Court for the Eastern
District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee held aconfirmation hearing on November 12,2003;

(9) Kenneth Michael Karas, nominated on September 18, 2003 to the District Court forthe Southern District of New York and for whom the Senate Judiciary Committee
held a confirmation hearing on November lg, 2003.

Additionally, please also instruct Senate_Judiciary Committee staff tohavereadyforJune
t" pi*-t! the publicly-available financial statements of Richard C. Wesley and p. KevinCastel which were MISSING from the public portions of their ro*pr.t.Jilestionnaires,
received in response to my March 14,zoo3leuer (#l on the ..paper rruii,r. 

--'

Needless to say, if these long-ago requested documents are now contained in boundvolumes, containing as well, the transcripts of the Senate Judiciary Committee,s"hearings" to confinn the nominees and relatid submissions, I prefer to re-ceive the boundvolumes.

Thank you.

Enclosures

cc: U.S. Attorney for the Disrict of Columbia
ATT: Assistant U.s. Attorneys Aaron Mendelsohn & Jessie Liu

Judge Brian Holeman
The Public



I

C""t"Vrr Juurcrnr, AccouNTABrLrry, rNc.
P.O. Box 69, Gedney Stdion
White Plnins, New York 10605-0069

TeL pIQ 421-1200
Fax (914) 428-4994

E-MaiL
Web site:

judgewatch@olcom
wtrtrjudgewalch.org

TO:

FROM:

BY E-MAIL & FAX (6 pages)

ROLL CALL
ATT: Jennifer Yachnin; David Meyers/Trdanaging Editor

WASHINGTON POST
ATT: Henri Cauvin; Bill Miller/Assistant City Editor

Helen Dewar; Eric pianin/Ir{ational News Editor
Michael Getler/Ombudsman

LEGAL TIMES
ATT: Tom Schoenberg; Jonathan Groner/Editor-at-Large

Eva RodrigueziEditor-in-Chief
NEW YORK LAW JOURNAL

ATT: Kris Fischer/Editor-in-Chief

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

DATE:

"charnpioning Basic citizen Rights - and the vital Importance
of citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection',

May 27,2004

RE:

Following up your trial coverage, this is to remind you that on Tuesday. June ls, I will be
sentenced to up to six months in jail and a $500 fine on the bogus *a rrutiriorr, *dir*ption of
congress" charge for which I was wrongfully convicted last month.

It is worthy of comparison - and press reporting - that the protestors at the May 7ft Senate
Anned Services Committee hearing who unfiuled a barurer and shouted for Defense Secretary
Rumsfeld to be fued were NOT EVEN ARRESTED. By contras! I was arested, incarceratei
for 2l hotus, and prosecuted for respectfully requesting to testif, with ..citizen opposition,, at
the Senate Judiciary Committee's May 22, 2003 "hearing" to confirm New york Court of
Appeals Judge Richard C. Wesley to a "lifetime" Second Circuit Court ofAppealsjudgeship -
a request not even made until the "hearing" was adjourned.

JLTNE I't SENTENCING: USA V. EICNA N'th S^*,
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It f9 my view -- publicly stated in my Letter to the Editor, "Correcting the Record', in the May
lO'h Roll Call (the same issue as has a large color photo of protestors at the May'7in;;*-;
with their unfurled banner "FIRE RUMSFELD") - ttrat Senate Judioiary Committee Chairman
Hatclu Ranking Member Leahy, New York Home-State Senators Schumer and Clinton, and
Senator Charnbliss should each be asked "how much jail time they deem appropriate" for the"concocted 'crime"' of which I have been convicted. Based on what is summarized by that
Letter -- and by -y further Leffer to the Editor, "Portrayal in News ltem Found 'Denigrating"'
in the May 19th New York Law Journal - substantiatedby the "paper fiail- ofprimary ,o*r.
documents posted on the homepage of CJA's website, wwwjudgewatch.orgl - this is the
LEAST of the questions the public would rightfuuy expect you to ask them.

So that each of you may have the benefit of the formal research and investigative proposals
that CJA has been circulating -- and which, if not pursued by you, will be pursued-by ottr.tt
whose powerful scholarship and journalism will probe your failure to report on readily-
verifiable documentary proof of the comrption of federal judicial selection/confirmation, I
referyou to (l) CJA's May 4,2004proposal to scholars; (2) CJA's May I l,z}O4proposal to
The New York Times; and (3) CJA's May 20,2004 proposal to The Washington post. All are
posted as part of the "paper trail", as likewise will be this memo. I respectfully request that
you bring these to the attention of the appropriate and uppermost editors and managerial
echelons so that investigative coverage may be promptly authorized, consistent with your
publications' journalistic responsibilities to readers and the public at large.

Meantime, for your convenience, copies of my two summarizing Letters to the Editor in Roll
Call and the New York Law Journal are enclosed.

I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday when I stand for sentencing .. without penitence or
remorse - formy championing ofthe transcendent issues outlinedbymyJune l6,2003memo
to Ralph Nader, Public Citizen, and Common Cause: "Basic Citizen Rights - and the Vital
Importance of citizen Participation in Federal Judicial Selection.,,

Thank you.

&enqe,k

Enclosures

t Legal Times does NOT have to avail itself of these posted materials, as I previously provided it with..lmrd
copies" to enable it to more easily verify and investigate the politically-explosive story tlai t as yet to be written.



Corecting
The Record

I was wrongfirlly convicted of
"disruption of Congress," which
you reported on April 21 (*Iury
Convicts Judiciary Protester").
Contrary to your story I never "ar-

gu-ed" that "the right of citizens to
testi$ at public hearings ... 'is not
and must never be deemed to be a
disruption of Congress."' Indee4
your quotes were only arowd the
second tralf of tlnt supposed argu-
menL

What I actually argued was that
'h citizen's respecfrrl rcquest to
testify at a Congressional commit-
tee's public hearing is not - and
must never be deemed to be - 'dis-

mption of Congress."' This was ob-
scured by the prosecution, whicb,
witbout any basis in facq painted
rie as $omione'who '1did not fol:
low the rules," further alleging that
I "broke the law by loudly dismpr
inl a U.S. Senate Judiciary hear-
ing."

In fact, more than two montbs
before the committee's May 22,
Zm:, nearing to coafirm NewYork
Court of Appeali Judge Richard
Wesley to the 2nd'U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals - ant in con-
junction with my request to tes!ry
in opposition, as coordinator of,tre
national, nonpartisan, nonprofit
citizens' organization Center for
Judicid Accountability, Inc. - I
askedthe committee, ii writing, for
its nrles, procedures and standards.
None were supplid just as the
commiJtee never sent aletterdeny-
ing my request tolestify. Nor did
anyone in authority at the comnif
tee deny the request orally, More
seriously, no committee counsel
ever called me, let alone inter-
viewed me. about the case-file doc-

wrw.rollcall.com

'uments 
Ihad tiand{elivered to the

committee two and a half weela
before the headng to substantiafe
CJAs particularized written state-
ment as to Wesley's readily rrerifi. .
able qirmrption as ajudge on New'
York's highest stab court in trvo
public-interest cascs affecting the
rights and welfarc of the people of

. NewYork Conmitee underlings
refised to eve,n giveme the nanes
of reviewing coudsel -.and my
many, many phone messages to
speak to such **66"6 co,'nsel
and to others in authority at the
commimee and in the offices of
Chairman Onin Hatch (R-Utah)
and ranking memberPatrick kahy
(D-Vt.) were uffeturned.

.This scandalous state of affairs,
wbere the Senate Judiciary C-om-
mitree witfrrlly igporc.i eviienceof
nominee unfijiess in order to con-
summate the political deals which
$enatOrs make over judgeships,,is

Establishcd 1955

llonday, Mry 10,2OO4.Vol. /lg, llo. 121

chronicled in fact-speiific corre
spondence I sent to Hatch and
[,eahy, as wellas toNewYorkSens.
Chades Schumer (D) and Ifillary
Rodhamclinton @J andtbe Capi-
tol Police prior to the hearing. It is
posted on the home page of CIAs
Web site, wwwjudgewatcb- org, un-
der tre heading, '?aper Trail Docu-
menting the Cionlption of Federal
Judicial Selection/Confirmation
and the 'Disnrption of Congress'
CaseitSpawned"

As to what took place at the Ju-
diciary Commi ttre'sMay 22, 2Cx.J/3,
hearing, tlre best enidence is the
videotapg, The second best evi-
dence is the official transcript-, Both
are posted at the top of CIAs hone
page - with an aodysry of each.
Such analysis hiehliChts :-.qm{t
fr om my corryspondence - the tell-
tale signs, revealed by ffre video, that
"the Coarnigtee's leadership 'set

rneup'to be arrested"

An Eronomi* Group hrsincss

On Jrrnc 1, I will be sentenced to
jail for up to six months for qy
words atthehearing. These words,
notutteredbymeuntil afterthepre- :
s-iding. sfiaif.rnan, Sen. Saxby
Chdmbliss (RCa-), had already
adjoumed the hearing, were: 'Mr.

Chairmaq there's citizen opposi-
tion to Judge Wesley based on his
documented comrption as a New
York Couii ofAppeals judgc. May
I t€stify?'

Hatch and [,eahy, Schunrer and
Clinton-and of coruse, Chamb-'
liss - all of whominvqked heir im-
munities uDd€r fte Speech or De-
bate Clausc to quash my subpoenas
for fteir testimony at tial -- strould
be asked bow much jail time they
deem appropriate for such a con-
cocted *crime:

Bena Rrith Sassower
Coordinator

Center for Judicial
Accountabilitv Inc-



Wednesday, May 19, 2004

Portrayal in News Item.
Found 'Denigrating'

last month, an important case in
which I was the criminal defendant
went to trial in Washlngton, D.C. Al
lssue was what took place at the U.S.
Senate Judiciary Committee's May
22,2003, public hearing to confirm
Presldent George Bush's nomination
of NewYork Court of Appeals Judge

iRichard C. Wesley to the Second Ci(-
cuit Court of Appeals. .

Although a lengthy front-pagg
article appeared ln Legal Times,
owned by American Lawyer Media,
the same parent company as owns
the New York [,aw Journal, the La.w
Journal did not run it. Instead,.it
ran a scurrilous front-page 'News
in Brlef" item, "Sassower Faces
Charges of Disrupting Congress"
(April l2), whose most false and
defamatory assertion is directly
refuted by the Legal Times article-.

According to the Law Journal
item, I both "spoke out" and "was
arrested for attempting to speak
during the confirmation hearing
without being invited to do so." It
then continues "Shb.contends 

she
slmplywanted to speak her mind...l

No sane professional would"contend[] she simply wanted to
speak her" mind" - a portrayal
reinforcing the item's denigrating
opening description that I have'made a career of challenging
alleged corruption in New Yorf
Courts." The inference is that I arn
pursuing, in an individual capaCi-
ty, "alleged" corruftion that may
be only "in my mind."

Conspicuously omitted - as
likewise from the front-page "New
in Brief" item, "Sassower Found
Guilty of Disrupting Congresg?
(April 21) - are my professional
title and organizational affiliation.
No editorializing was needed for
the Law Journal to plainly state
that I am coordinator and co,-
founder of the Center for Judicial
Accountabil ity Inc. (CJA) - a
national, non-partisan, non-prof it
cit izens' organization

To the Editor

Nrn!ilu*&ngorfrrilt

For moreihan a decade, CJA has
been documenting the dysfunctiop,
.politicization and corrupilon of the
closed-door processes of judtcial
selection and discipline by advoca-
cy that ls scrupulously evidence-
based. Indeed, upon Mr. Bush's
nomination of Judge Wesley, I per-
sonally prepared a fact-specjfic
March 26;2003, wrltten statement
.particulqiTlng gre case-file pvidencg
establishing Judge iWesley's cor-
ruption on the New York Court of
Appeals in two majo,r public int€r
est cases, resulting ittv4st, irrepar-a.
ble injury to the People of New York
I then handdelivered this statement
- lncluding the substa{rtiating case
file documents - to the American
Bar Association and Association of
the Bar of the City ot New york, to
Senators Schumer and Clinton. and
to the Senate Judiciary Committee.
None made any findings of fact and
conclusions of law with respect
thereto. Nor did they - or Juagg
Wesley, to whom I sent a copy of the
statement - ever deny or dispute
its accuracy in any respect.

As to what I "contend" I satd and
did at the Senate Judiclary Com.
mittee hearing, the Legal Times got
it right:

"According to Sassower, sh€
read from a prepared statement:'Mr. Chairman, there's citizen opp.o
sition to Judge Wesley based on his
documented corruption as a New
York Court of Appeals judge. May I
testify?"

Judge Wesley's "documented 
cor-

ruption:" - covered up by the baf
associations, Senators Schumer.
Clinton, and the Senate Judiciarv
Committee, among others - is 

"a

major politlcal scandal, yet to be
reported. Its explosive ramificationi
would rlghtfully derail Senator
Schumer's reelection campaign and
Senator Clinton's talked-ab-outJuture
candidacy for president. Fortunate.
ty, readers do not have to rely on the
law Journal, but can verity this fo1
themselves. The substantiating pri-
mary source documents - inituA_
ing the unrefuted and irrefutable
March 26, 2003, statement - are
posted on the homepage of CJAs
Web 1ite,, www.ludgewatch.org,
under the heading "paper Trail Doi-
umenting the Corruption of Federal
Judicial Selection/Confirmation and
the 'Disruption 

of Congress' Case it
Spawned."

Elena Ruth Sassower.
Coordinatori Center for Judicdl

Accountability, Inc. (CIA)


