
Box 7o,  Gedney Stat ion
Wh i te  p la ins ,  New yo rk  10605_0020

T e l e :  ( 9 1 4 )  e 9 7 - s r o s  /  F a x :  ( 9 1 4 )  6 s 4 _ G s 5 4

By Hand

November 20,  Lgg2

Mr.  Louis  D.  Boeeard i
Pres ident  and ch ief  Execut ive Of f icer
Associated Press
50 Rockefe l ler  Center
New York,  New york 1OO2O

Dear Mr.  Boccard i :

This  le t ter  is  wr i t ten to  seek your  ass is tance in  a nat terconcern inq Associated Pressrs use of  our  workproduct  and i tsd isregard of  our  r ights  and i ts  responsib i l i ty  i ; ; ; :

l I- .  _11{ ^-of- ^ 
introduction, .we. are a pro bono cit izens I group,

ded ica ted  to  a -qua_ ' l i t y  j ud i c ia ry .  S ince  l asT  November ,  w6  havetracked the federar  cour t  noninJt ion of  Andrew orRourke.  r "  u"v ,$re set  for th  our  f  ind ings and concrus ions in  a cr i t ique-- ; , !
submi t ted to  the Senate . rud ic iary  Commit tee.

At that t iner w€ contacted Jin Rowrey of your Ap Bureau inwash ing ton  as  to  ou r  f  i nd ings  co r i ce rn i "q  Mr .  o  I  Rourke  r  sunf i tness--as wel l  as the fa i lure of  the ="r" " i ing process whichour  c r i t i que  a rso  exposed .  we  sen t  h in  a  copy  o f -ou r  c r i t i que
and an advance copy of  our  May 18th ret ter  L ;  senate uajor i ty
Leader  M i t che l l  ca l l i ng  fo r  a  t l a l t  t o  a I I  j ud i c ia l  con r i rma t ionspend ing  i nves t i ga t i on  (Ex .  i lA i l ) .

Thereaf ter ,  M. :  Rowley in formed us that  he passed the s tory  on toK im M i r l s - -a  fac t  re t l ec ted  i n  ou r  June  1z th  fax  to  he r .  (Ex .i l B r ) .

Based on the mater ia ls  l re  sent ,  Ms.  Mir ls  wrote a s tory ,  a  eopyof  which she refused to g ive u?- ,  c i t ing Ap pol icy  of  on ly  makingstor ies avai lab le to  AP subscr ibers.  inaeeh,  us ' .  I , l i r rs  not  on lyrefused to prov ide us a copy,  but  subsequent iy  re fused to return
9rr_ cr i t ique to  us.  r t  wal  a t  th is  po int  tn i t -w"- [urn.a to  samBoyre,  your  ch ief  o f  Bureau in  your  f rew york headquar ters .  ourle t te r  t o  h im ,  da ted  and  faxed  oc tobe r  26 th ,  summar i z " "  ou r
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conversat lon the prev ious month,  inc lud ing Ms.  Mi t ls r  c la im that
she did not recall  whether her story--wti icn we were unable to
locate in  the local  press--conta ined an at t r ibut ion to  us (Ex.i l c r ) .

l t r .  Boyrets  response,  re i ter :a t lng that  f rAp copy is  avai tabre only
to membersrr ,  is  Ex.  *D' .  As shown by our  october  3oth le t ter -
fax (EI .  r rEr ' )  ,  wg gave def  erence to  such por  icy ,  whi le  at  tne
same t ime request ing basic  in format ion abou€ us.  

- l ' i i t ls '  
s tory .

Mr.  Boylers  uneeremonious reply  was hand-wr i t ten on our  october
3o th  l e t t e r ,  f axed  back  to  us  on  tha t  da te  (Ex .  i l F , ) .  we
responded in  a second ret ter ,  dated and faxed €o Mr.  Boyle on
oc tobe r  3o th  (Ex .  t c ' )  wh ich  s ta ted  i n  pe r t l nen t  pa r t :

t tCo- . : ider ing that  our  e i t izens I  group__
work ing conplete ly  pro bono-- investeh ,br"
than s ix  rnonths t ine and thousands of  dorrars
on  ma te r ia l s  wh ich  Ms .  M i I I s  rev iewed  in
wr i t ing her  s tory ,  w€ do not  a t  a l l  consider
our  request  unreasonable. f l

Af ter  two weeks e lapsed wi th  no.  response f rom Ap,  r  te lephoned
Mr .  -  Boy le .  Mr .  Boy le rs  appa l l i ng  and  unp ro fess iona l  behav io r
during that eonversation fJ rnemolial ized in my Novernber l_3th
Ie t te r - fax  (Ex .  r rH r r )  .

The foregoing is the background to our referring this matter toyou.  In  v iew of  your  par t lc ipat ion in  the recent  forum ent i t ledt tT!"  Para lys is  of  Amer ican pol i t ics :  Reinv igorat ing Democracy, , - -
which addresse$ the i rnperat ive of  c i t izen i ivotvern6nt  (Ex.  " '1 ' ,1 ,
we  t rus t  you  w i r r  be  espec ia l t y  d i s tu rbed  by  Aprs  conduc t .

We would be most pleased to rneet with
marked-up copy of  our cr i t ique which
returned to us--wi thout the s l ightest  note

you and show you the
M s .  M i I l s  b e l a t e d l y

of  acknowledgment.

rndeed,  in  v iew of  your  s tatement  at  the forum that :

rr l  think that lre in the press, broadly
speak ing ,  a re  t r y ing  to  do  th l s  t ime  a
d i f  f e ren t  and  be t te r  

-  
j ob ,  and  r  t h ink  r ^ re r re

be ing  nodera te ry  success fu r .  r  t h ink  the re
i s  m u c h  m o r e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n . . . o n  i s s u e s r ,

hre would appreciate the opportunity to prove to you that Apinexcusably  fa i red to  do a r rsuccdssfu l r -  job wi th  the rnajornat ional  s tory  for  which we sought  coverage--one ref rect ing
simultaneousty on al l  three branchis of gover"nnent. Indeedr €t1.,examinat ion of  our  cr i t ique and our  aforemLnt ioned May Lgth
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Iet ter  (Ex. rArr ,  p.  21 ,  wl t l  rapldly convince you that the realrrparalysist t  hras that of  Ap in 
-  

fa i l lng 
-  

3,6--  fof  low_up thee x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  o u r  < i i t i z e n s  I  g r o u p  t orrreinvigorating democracyrr .

Your expeditious attention would be greatry appreciated.

Very t ru ly yours,

€eno@d2t
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator,  Ninth Judic ia l  Cornni t tee

Enclosures:  a l l  exhibi ts


