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BY PRIORITYMAIL
March 16,2001

ElissaPapirno,President
Organizationof News Ombudsmen
c/o The Hartford Courant
285 BroadStreet
Hartford,Connecticut06115
RE:

Assistance
Journalist

Including Recommendation of a

DearMs Papirno:
Following up our March 14ftphoneconversation,
enclosedis cJA,s omplaint to
Michael Gartner, the ombudsman for Brilr's content. pages g-9
refer to the
Organizationof News Ombudsmen.
In particular,I draw your attentionto the following:
"Because

it is reasonableto expect that the organization of
News
ombudsmen would have an interest in this imfortant
complaint _
including how it wilr be handledby you as the .Lutside,independent
ombudsman'of Brill's conrent,a copyis beingsentto its president,
Elissa
Papirno, with a request that the organization provide
any possible
assistance
it can-- includingrecommending
to cJA ajournatisi
to expose
"u
TheNew Yorkrimes' brazendeceitaboutnot needing n"*,
ombudsman
- and its impacton othermedia-coveredup by Bri-it'scontent. This, so
as to force - through the power of public opinion -- fundamental
accountabilityat both publications.Indeed,notrv-ithstanding
the inflated
claims of Brill's content about having made an .o.,r.r*h"l-ing[],
difference'for the good': 'we've gotjoumariststhinkingtwice
aboutfii#g
that story...we're raisingthe bar ro th" mediawill pelorm with g.eatei

ElissaPapimo,president

PageTwo

March 16,200l

accuracyand integrity'- claims it usedto unsuccessfully
solicit CJA to
renew its expired two-year subscription-- cJA's September
l2,2ooo
letterto Brill's content (Exhibit "F;) put it on noticethat:
'Brill's

content has not had the slightesteffect in bringing to
the
Timesanythingresembringu""ount bility, honesty,and
ournaristic
responsibility.That will happenonly when theTimesis.r
the subject
of the scandalouscoverageit deservesso that, powerful
asthe Times
is, it is forced to recoup its credibility by estabrishing
a news
ombudsmanand by participating in tire ieveropment
of news
councils.' (at pp. 3-4)"
Thankyou.
Yoursfor a qualityjudiciary
andresponsible
j ournalism,

a(srzq
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,Coordinator
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,Inc. (CJA)

Enclozures

cc: MichaelGartner,Ombudsman,
Brill,s Content
Eric Effron, Editor,Brill,s Content
StevenBrill, ChairmanandCEO,Brill,s Content
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item 4 if Restricted Deliveryis desired.
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so that we can return the card to you. .
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or on the front if space permits.
1. Article Addressedto:

>--///j5r\ ftfi7a,
kae4f
o^Io
V<a 6i
Cn-A'{

2rtr

ffird.Ca4lpsAcg
'oGuF

A. Received by (Ple€,sePrint Cleaty)

E Agent
-E
Addressee
ls deliveryaddressdifierentfrcm itern1? E Yes
E t'to
ll YES,enterdeliveryaddressbelow:

I

3. Serviqr,,fype
u"lt
O6rtm"o
E negiSaeO
E Insured Mail

E Express Mail
E Return Receipt for Merchandise
El C.O.D.

D€fivery?Ertn Fee)

PSForm3811,uutytssg

Dom€sticRstumReceipt

E Yes

102595-m-M-0952
J

