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RE: Impeachment complaint 4gainst ChiefJustice Rehnquist and the media-unreported story
about how the House Judiciary Committee handles the hundreds of impeachment
complaints it receives against federal judges

Dear Ms. Lambidakis:

Enclosed are substantiating materials for stories that will do more than put you on the "Heroes: Honor
Roll" of Brill's Content. They will win top journalistic prizes for you and CBS NEWS -- and, most
importantly, the gratitude of those whose interest is the public interest.

Once you review the materials, I believe you will agree that they have the potential to blow apart the
Senate impeachment trial of the President -- because they expose the fficial misconduct of the key
players, the Presiding Chief Justice and the House Judiciary Committee, when required to uphold the"rule of law" and the integrity of the judicial process - the very issues involved in the president's
impeachment.

To assist your rwiew, an annotated inventory follows:

(1) CJA'g prtrs rdeere. The 1972 ca*fromwhich ChiefJusticeRehnquist nefused to recuse himself -
described in the press release as forming part of the legislative background to the federal law on judicial
disqualification/disclosure [28 U.S.C. $455]1 -- is identified and discussed at page 7 of the petition for

t You're absolutely tidtt in the statement attributed to you in the "Honor Roll', when you said that
the Justices "are exempt from a lot of laws". However, 28 U.S.C. $455 is NOT one of thecr.
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rehearing which is part ofCJA's impeachment complaint qgainst the Chief Justice2 [Jbe Green FolderJ.

(2) CJA's informetiond brochurq with enclosurcg: (a) CIA'r published erticl3, (Without Mqit:
Thc Empty Promiseof Judicial Discipline' @, vol4. No. l, summer lggT) --
referred to in the press release. The article provides a synopsis-overview of the reality of the House
Judiciary Committee's handling ofjudicial impeachment complaints, concealed by the methodologcally-
flawed and dishonest 1993 Report of the National Commission on Judiciat 6isciptine and R;o;,
including a summary of our direct, first-hand experience with the House Judiciary-Committee in filing
otr first judicial impeachment complaint in 1993 and in filing a judicial misconduct complaint with the
federal judiciary under 23 U.S.C. $372(c), 

"the 1980 Act". (b) CJA'r $20,000 public intcrcst ad,6 rl/hqe Do You Go |vhen Judga heok the l^o|r'? @ l0 12619 4, opEd prgc;
end New York Law Journal,lllll94, p. 9). The ad presents, in summary form, the allegations Lf tfr.
verified complaint in the federal civil rights action, Doris L. fussower v. Hon. Guy Mangano, et al.,in
which high-ranking New York State judges and the New York State Attorney General were sued for
comlption. This is the case which came before the Supreme Court on a petition for a writ of certiorari
in September 1998 -- and from which the impeachment complaint against the Chief Justice emerges.
(c) CJA's $3'000 public interest rtd, sRestraining 'Lian in the Courtroom' and on the public
Payrol?', (New York Law Journal, 8n7D7rpp. 3-4). The concluding paragraphs of that ad describe
the fussower v. Motgun federal actioq the State Attorney General's fraudulent dismissal motion, and
the district judge's fraudulent decision, dismissing the case.

IN THE MANIII\ FOLDER:

(l) Pagc 32-39 fium the Report of the Netionel Commission on Judicial Discipline rnd Rcmovel
about the House Judiciary Committee. Page 35 is particularly important in that it identifies that the
House Judiciary Committee tabulates the number ofjudicial impeachment complaints it receives in its"Summa4r of Activities" and that these are "available upon request". CJA's July 10, 1995 letter, which
formally made that request, is part of the documentary compendium [R-95] to CJA'S June l99g
statement to the House Judiciary Committee [,See Orange Folder]. The Committee's July 20, 1995
response to that request is also in that compendium [R-98], as is CJA's follow-up on the subject [R-99,
R-I03, 1051.

(2) Peilinent pages from the House Judiciary Committee's *summary of Activities, for the lglct
and l02nd Congrtsses, reflecting that the Committee received l4l and 120 complaints, respectively,
4gainst federal judges. These p4ges were Exhibits "D" and "E" to CJA's aforesaidJuly 10, tqgs tetter

2 For your convenience, I have enclosed the extensive discussion from John MacKenzie's boolq
referred to in the press release, about Justice Rehnquist's failure to recuse himself from that 1972 caxand the
disingenuousnesVdishonesty of the memorandum he issued in connection therewith [See Manila Folder].
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[R-95]. That letter also annexed, as Exhibit "C", thc trblc of contentr for thc .Sumnrry of
Activitiest for the l03rd Congresr, reflecting NO section with statistical information on judicial
impeachment complaints. This was pointed out by our July 10, l9g5 letter [R-g5]. Nonetheless, the
House Judiciary Committee continued to omit such information from its *summery of Activities' for
thc luth Congrcss. Gr enclosed June 1998 staternent to the House Judiciary Committee noted such
fact [at p.5, fn. 5; See Orange Folder].

(3) Peges 3&39 of the Dreft Report of thc Netionel Commission on Judicid Dirciplinc, containing
the following pertinent statement, thereafter omitted from the Commission's Final neport: 

I

"The Commission's analysis showed that well over 90 percent of the complaints do not
raise genuine issues pertinent to judicial discipline or impeachment. A small number of
complaints, however, raise troubling issues..." (at p. 39)

This staternant, appearing in the draft report, was made the subject of express inquiry by CJA -- at thc
outset of our five-year correspondence with the House Judiciary Committee -- as we endeavored to
ascertain what the Committee had done with this less than l0 percent that raised '.genuine issues
pertinent to judicial discipline or impeachm ent" . See R-76. As reflected by our correspondence, the
Committee did NOT respond to that inquiry. [See discussion in "llrithout Merit: The Enpty promise
of Judicial Discipline", at p. 941

(4) Pertincnt pagcs of the federal Judiciary's 1995 and 1997 ennual reports, showing a l00o/o
dismissal rate for judicial misconduct complaints filed with it, pursuant to ig U.S.C. $rz1(c). As
pointed out in CJA's June 1998 written statement to the House Judiciary Committee (ai p. f), not a
single federal judge was disciplined, publicly or privately, and not a single investigative committee was
appointed ffbe Orange Folder].

(5) The Anoearanec of Justice, Chrpter 9: "A Judge and IIis Causet, by John MacKenzig
with Justice Rehnquist's memorandum denying recusal in the 1972 case, Laird u Tatum. See
press release and page 7 ofthe petition for rehearing.
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NOTE AS TO THE COLORED FOLDER'S: ALL the materials enclosed therein
cqtstitute the record before the Supreme Court in kssower v. Mangon, et al. -with
tle naterialscoilained in the Orange odPuple Folders brins bien "ldged" with
the Clerk [See npplemental brieJ p. g,.fn. 2J. The House Jidictary Committee -
both Republicot atd Demrcratic sides - lus copies of att these materials (sent
certified mail or M4elivered) and, additiorally, copies of the lot+,er caurt record.

IN THE GREEN FOLDER:

CJA's November 6, l99t impeachment complaint egainst Chief Justice Rehnquist, with its
incorporated October 30, 1998 petition for rehearing in Sassorryer v. Mangano, et al. The certified
maiVreturn receipts show that the impeachment complaint arrived at the House Judiciary Committee --
both the Republican and Democratic sides -- on Novernber lfth and November l2tlq respectively. This
was in the day(s) following Professor Lawrence Tribe's November 9th testimony before the House
Judiciary Committee that "letting partisan considerations affect one's decision... is always ur
impeachable abuse of power in a judge." Nine copies of the impeachment complaint were also sent to
the Supreme Court, for distribution to the Justices, as reflected by our November 6, 1998 letter to
Francis Lorson, Supreme Court Chief Deputy Clerk, to which the certified maiUreturn receipts are
attached. Mr. Lorson confirmed the distribution of the complaints to the Justices, who, theieafter,
denied the Sassower v. Mangano rehearing petition. The November 30, 1998 letter of notification is
enclosed.

IN THE BLUE FOLDER:

The cert petition end supplemental brief in the federel civil rights lction, Sassowctu Mangano,
et al. The cert petition's FIRST "Question Presented" is the supervisory and ethical duty of the
Supreme Court and its justices. This is discussed at pp. 2l-23,"Reasonsfor Granting the llrrif, and
pp.23'26, Point I: *This Court's Panter of Supertision is Mandated' and"This Court has a Duty to
Make Disciplinary and Crimirnl Referralf'. Such pages detail that, absent Supreme Court review,
there is NO remedy, within the Judicial Branch, for the comrpt conduct of the lower federal judiciary,
demonstrated by the cert petition.

The supplemental brief (pp. l-3, 6-10) further emphasizes the exigency of Supreme Court review --
demonstrating the breakdown of all checks on judicial misconduct, in the Legislative and Executive
Branches, such that:

"the constitutional protection restricting federal judges' tenure in office to .good
behavior' does not exist because all avenues by which their official misconduct and abuse
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ofoffice might be determined and impeachment initiated (U.S. Constitutioq Article II,
$4 and Article III, $l ISA-U are corrupted by political and personal self-interest. The
consequence: federal judges who pervert, with impunity, the constitutional pledge to'establish Justi@', (Constitution, Preamble tsA-ll) ana wtro use their judicial office for
ulterior purposes." [supplemental brie[, at p. 2l

IN THE ORANGE FOLDER:

CJA's FIVE-YEAR correspondence with the House Judiciary Committee is contained in the
documentary compendium to our written statement "for inclusion in the record of the House Judiciary
Committee's June I l, 1998 'oversight hearing of the administration and operation "i tfr. f.O*.fjudiciary"'3. The correspondence [R-35, R-74, R-i5*4, R-79, R-g0*, R-g4i, R-g7*, R-90, R-92, R_95,
R-98, R-99, R-103' R-105, R-108, R-l10, R-I, R-l5, R-40, R-661 commenced with our filing, in June
1993, of ourJfug document-supported impeechment complaint [R-351 and continued after our filing
of asecond document-supported impeechment complaint, this egeinst the,Sassoper u Mangano
lower federd judges on Merch 23, l99t [R-15, et R-25]5. Such correspondence chronicles our"voyage of discovery" of the true facts about the House Judiciary Committee, concealed and falsified
by the methodologically flawed and dishonest 1993 Report of the National Commission on Judicial
Dscipline and Removal -- a commission created by (a panicked) Congress in response to the succession
of impeachments of three federaljudges in the l9g0's6.

3 CJA's June 1998 statement and its significance are refened to at pp. l-3 and g of the Sassower v.
Mangano supplemental brief . The statement is reprinted therein at sA-17.

a Ccrcspmdan demarked wittr an t contains the quotod statEment of House Judiciary Committee
oounsel Ed O'Cqmell' 'lh€re has never been an investigation of an individual complaint in the history lf tn" Hou."
Judiciary Committee". For the response of Tom Mooney, now House Judiciary Committee General Counsel andMr' Hyde's Chief of Sta[ as to the fact that the House Judiciary Committee does not undertake impeachmart
investigations' .tee CJA's June 30, 1995 letter to him [R-92; Sbe, also "Wthout Merit: Ihe Empty iromise of
Judicial Dscipline",p.96l. Mr. Mooney's pichre appeared in last Friday's New york Times, in thr foreground
tlCI(t to M. Hyde' leadlng the House Managers into the Senate to commence the procee4ings on president Clinton,s
impeachment.

5 Also printod in the appendix to the cert petition: Sbe A-316.

6 As to those judicial impeachments, see frr. 2 of press releas€.
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IN THE PURPLE FOLDER:

GIA's JW 27,1998_crimind complaint to the U.S. Justice Deprrtmeng Publie Integrity Section,
Criminal Division.T The last paragraph of that letter notes that notwithstanding tttui ttri Attorney
General is required to annually "report to Congress on the activities and operations of the hrblic
Integrity Section" [28 U.S.C. $529], the most rocent annual report is for 1995. In the nearly six months
that have elapsed since we filed that criminal complaint, we have received NO response whatever from
the Justice Department.

Should you have any questions about any ofthe foregoing .. or wish further information -- don,t hesitate
to call. You may be assured of our complete cooperation and assistance as you develop the powerful
and significant stories, which these materials fufly substantiate.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWE& Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enctosures

In the unlikely went that CBS NEWS does not to "run'with the stories presented by
our transmitted materials, we ask that you return them to us. Please understand that
both the bound volumes and photocopies are extremely costly and time-consuming for
our non-profit citizens' organization to reproduce and assemble - and we would
appreciate being able to "recycle them" for use by other journalists.

€A4 G6\{

7 The July 27,1998 complaint to the Justice Departnent is referred to at pp.
Sassower v. Mangano supplemental brief. The complaint is reprinted therein at SA-47.

l-3 and 9-10 ofthe



I HEROES n

HONOR ROLL
REYNOLDS HOLDING AND WILLIAM
CARLSEN, 5AN FRANC'SCO CHRON'CLE.
Last Alrril, (.|bronir|r wrirers l{cyrrolds Floldirrg
and Willi:rrrr (l:rrlscrr bcg.ur a scrits on :r dcrrd-
ly l l r t  plcvcrrt:rblc cpir lcrrr ic. l )cspite rhc avl i l -
alrility of safc' lrloorl-tlrrrwirrs tlcviccs, tlrcy
rclx)r'tc(l, n rr r-s(\ lll ust of icn lr,r r r,l lc tlengcrorr.s
ttec<l lcs, lc:rr l ing to r nri l l iorr rct i , lcrrt :r l  pr ick.s rr
yc:rr :rrrcl thc tr':rnsrrrission of tcns ol- tlrousurrrls
of i lLrcsscs trrrt iornvir lc in thc l ,rsr t lccrt lc.

l l r ldirrg st:rrtct l  l<xrking irrro r lrc story in
l ir tc r997, whcrr :r  loc,r l  rrursc rr lr , ,  contr lrctcr l
HIV fi'onr :r nccrllc prick suctl thc nccdlc

Reynolds Holding and
William Carlsen of the
Son Froncisco Orronrcle.

ntattrt f ,r tr trrcr. Soon
I lolding r l iscovcrcd

that 
"a 

prorluct rvrrs

.rvaiLrblc t lrr t  could
snve cert:r inly tcrrs of
thousar r r l s  o f  l i ves . . .
and yct this clclr ly
nrore tl,rtrqcrorrs, ol.lcr
r levicc s' ,rs st i l l  orr thc
nrarkc(," hc srrys, rrot-
irrg t lrrrt  rvlr i lc c:rch
saFety rlcvicc cost just

pcnnics ruorc to rnlkc,
the t lorr irrrrnt lnrrrrr-

f i rcturer clr,rrgct l  up tt)  I t  ccrrrs rrrorc npiccc.
" l ' l  

hc rrr lr t tr{ ictrrrcr l  t l idrr ' t  \ \ , iurt to scl l  i t  rr t  a
reasorrrlrlc pricc, tlrc lrospit:rls rlitln't rvrrnt to
buy i t ,  und thc govcnrrncnt t l i t l rr ' t  rvlnt to t lo
arrythirrg :r lxrut i t ."  I ly Jantr lrr, .  lxrth hc and
(hr lscn  wcrc  on  thc  s to ry  fu l l  r i rnc .

' l ' l rcir  
thrcc-Prrrt  serics slrtrrrct l  Cal-

i f trrnia's ()ccuprrt ional Srlct1, rrnd Hcahh
Arlrrr i  rr  istrrrt iolr to t lrrrf i  rcgrrLrt ions rcrqrr ir ing
st:rtc Irospitrr ls to rrsc sl lcty rrcct l lcs :rrr. l ,  orr
Scptcrrrbcr 29, t l rc govcnror signcd e bi l l
rc<luir irrg l i r l l  cornpl iunce rvit l r  r l re ueiv rulc.s
by r\Lrgust r 999. 

"- l  
hc investig:rr ivc work th:rt

dtc ('lttottirlc ditl provided us rvith tllru th,rt
rvc Itcctlcd to rrr:rkc this lcgislrrtiorr lrrn'," says
Ahrr Lol::rso, :rn uidc to rsscrrr[rlyrvornrrn
C:rrrr lc lvl ig<lcrr,  rvlro int lor lucctl  rhc bi l l .

- l).ill. (\bonrc

L A U R A  P A L M E R ,  N I G H T L I N E .
Nigbtlinis Scptelrrlrcr r 8 bro:rtlcrst opcrrcd
u' i th rr cl ip of Jly l-crro: 

"Norrlnvest 
Air l i rrcs

hrrs rehircrl  t l rat pi lot wlro g,,r convicrct l  of

l lyirrg the I'l irne rlrunk,,.,,.!q il ' ylu'rr: flying

Nott lnvcst sornctirrrc rnt l  you crrr ' t  f int l  thc
bcvcrrrgc cart,  clrcck the cocl<pit."

Ilur just whcn thc viewer was prinrccl for
ru shurv lrl,rstirrg N<lrthwcst Airlincs lrrc.'s
t lccisiorr,  rnchor 

' l i :d 
Koppcl turncd i t

arounrl: 
"l'l'his 

isl a srory of rccovcry thc
story <ll'a trr:rtr rvllr rrrlrlc tro cxcu.scs but who
sct out lrrcthodicir l ly ro rct lccrrr hinrscl["
Whlt f tr l lowctl  was n z r -nrinutc scgnrcrrt that
trlcc<l Iylc l'rousc's iourncy fiorrr convictctl
lclon trr rvourrrlcrl hcro. tn r 99o, hc wrs firccl
by Nort lrrvcst lrrrr l  scrrtcncccl to r6 rnurrt lrs in
prison ftrr drinkirrg nrorc than r4 rurn-and-
cokc.s rrrr<l flyirrg a pxsscngcr jct thc ncxt
nrorrr ing. ln r993, Northrvcst took hinr back
into i ts pi l<lt- trrr irr ing program.

Most ncrvs rncrl ia sirnply arruounccd
tlrcsc evcnts. Ilut l;rurl l)almcr, thc produccr
of Niglttlinis scgmcnt, painrcd a fullcr pic-
turc, inclut l ing dctai ls of Prouse's f lawless zz-
year l ly irrg rccolt l ,  his nronrhs of trcarnrcnr,
and his <lctcrrnirr:r t ion to win brck his fuur
pilot's liccnscs. "l-lere 

I arn, thc grry who flov
rrr airpl lrrc frr l I  of pcoplc, 5 8 p:rsscngcr.s,
rvhi lc I  rvls irrrp:r irct l ,"  l ' rorrsc said in thc scg,
rncnt, 

"Il] 
tlisgr:rccd rny corll)any, rly profics-

sion, rnyscl[, nry fianrily, wellr ro prison, lost it
al l .  I 'vc bcctr givcn al l  of this back."

I) l lnrcr f i lst conrrrctcrl  l )rrusc lbout doing
a slrorv orr his rccovery in 1994. fu first nci-
tlrcr Nortlnvcsr nor I)rousc would cooperatc.
Brrt over thc ncxt four ycars, I)rouse read three
of Palnrcr 's books-includirrg thc r 988
Shrnpttcl in tlrc Hcart: I-ettars anr{ Ilc,mmr
bmnce f om tlta Viennm Wtnnns Mcmoridl-
ltxl c:lrnc to adnrirc hcr work.

Vit lr  Prousc's rcr ircrncnt approaching
this f t l l ,  Palrncr again conractc(l  Northwcst
lnd tlris tinre, togethcr rvith Prouse, tlrcy
lglcccl to prrrticiplre in a story. Hc says his
rc.spcct lirr Ixrtlr l)rrlnrer and Koppel g:rvc hirn
confidcncc: 

" l  
lut l  an inrpl ici t  trust.. . I th:rr l

lll<xved rne to bccorne rrrrkccl ancl opcn."
l'af nrcr and Nigltiliuis cxccurivc procluc-

cr, ' l i l rn l lctt :rg, r lccl inccl to corrrrrrcnt on thc
thc piscg, saying tlrrough a spokcsrvonrarr,
"Vc fccl lilcc our work spcrks for itself and
rvc't l  l ikc i t  ro st lrrd on i ts own." l ,r 'ousc is
opcn with his approval: "Vhat 

a ,rvonderfiul

wry to close the door quictly lnd be able to
wirlk iuvall" h{'nays, "to lsirvc in rhc lrtirrts;tttt!

nrintls of Nortlnvcsr pilots...somerhing they
lccl positivc about." -Kimlterly Connilf

STEPHANIE LAMBIDAKIS, CBS NEWS.
Vicrvcrs o[ 

'l'lte 
CI]S Euening News ort October

y curght a rurc glirnpsc of Suprcnrc Clun Ju-stice
,{ntonin Scrlia loosing his cool. Aftcr U$4
7ilay publishcl a R:lxlrr on rhe abysmal rninor-
iry hirirrg pr.rcticcs by the U.S. Supreme C-oun,
CIIS Ncws rcF)rtcr and producer Lambidakis
waited on a strcrt conrcr to get a reaction to the
rcport fiurn any oF drc nine jusdces.

She wcnt into action when she saw
Scalia-who, according ro USA Today, hx
ncvcr hircd an Afiican-rhrerican clerk. Vith
thc ciuncra rolling, she asked, "'I'he NAACP
would likc to knorv rvhy you have nevcr had
an Africerr-Ancrican clcrk." First Scalia con-
titrucd to walk down the strcer rvith his sccu-
rity dctail, atternpting to ignore dre reporrcr.
llut [^arrrbidakis and hcr canlcra crcw scurricd
to kccp up rvith him.

J'hcn he stopped, turned back to
lambidakis, and repeated four rimes rhar her
que.stions hacl "no basis." Still, she hammered
awly. "Vhat 

should people larorv about the
hiring practiccs of the courti" she asked.
"'l'hcy 

shoulcl know that it is rigorously fair,"
he thunderctl back. lVhcn called for com-
rncnt, .Scalia's assistant sairl, "He 

alnost
without cxccption doesn't talk to reporters."
(CBS Ncws rebroadcast the taped confronra-
tiorr thc ncxt rlay on CBS This Morningand
thc following Sunday on Face the Nation.)

For nrosr journalists on rhe Supieme
Grurt bcat-a pool krrown for politc, non-
ittvasivc rcporting-"119" tlcurs "po." But:
L:rnrbidakis showed that the courr lacks
accountabilitl'. "They're exetnpt fronr a lot of
hws," I;rnrbidakis srys of thc high coun. "lf

they rvcrc a privare conrpany, I don'r think
thcy'rl ger away with" *.!)irJ;.f,1,,ff;;""

CBS News's Stephanie Lambidakis akes on lustjce Scalia-
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[ [  * rPoRT FRoM THE oMBUDSMAN l
BY BILL KOVACH

eroic. Reallyf-"t JUsr rrAN I r:r) to RAtsE A eurst.toN
with you're...the designation of Stcphanie krnbidakis
of CBS as a 'hero' for waylaying Justice Scalia as he

calne out of church to ask him why lrc had no black law clerks.
This is heroic jor.rrnalisrn?" Although rhc readcr didn'r want to
be identified, it's a lair <luestion.'lth" ,uc,rds we choosc should
mean what tl'rey say.

.First.let me say that the reader's use of the worcJ, waykying
to describe what Stephanie tambidakis did casts her actions in
a needlessly negative lighr. T'he question Ms. lambidakis was
trying to pur to Supreme C.ourt Jusrice ,fuironin Scalia was a
legitirnate one--the minoriry-hiring practices of members of
the-Supreme Court, an issue originally tackled by USA Today.

'it should be no surprise that our first principle is that any-
thing thar purporrs to be nonfiction shtuld b. t.u.. Whi;h
means it should be accurare in fact and in context.', In any-
thing other than a gossip column ir would be hard .o -"L.
that clairn by publishing rumors.

\flhen I asked Steven Brill, hc agreed with Mr. Karr: ,..We
made a rnistake. That was bad editing. h's a bad word. Ve
should say why we think that is the salary."

A Question of Standards-,.\flh"i is tl-re relationship
berween rhe magazine's web page and the magazine itsele
Are the marerials published on the website hcllto the same
standards as the magazine?" Those questions were e-mailed
by Toby Dorsey. It is a subject more and more frequently of

HOWTO
REACH HIM

Blll Kovach can be reached by

VOICE MAIL
2 |  2 .824.  |  98  |

FAX
2t2.824.1940

E.MAIL
bkovach@brillsconrenLcom

MAIL
I Francis Avenue, Cambrldge, MA 02139

Before taking to the srreets, lvls.
Lambidakis had repeateclly bur unsuc-
cessfully tried to question the justices
by phone and otherwise. Failing that,
she approached Justice Scalia in a pub-
lic place and identified herselfi She did
not block his way or crowd him. She
did not ask rhe question impolitcll,.
He chose not to respond.

Supreme Court justices are, for
many good reasons, more insulatctl
from journalistic inquiry than most
public oflicials.'I'hat does not mearr
that they should not be held to
account for their behavior in areas of

BiA l6udch, rumnr of Harwrd\ Nianan huru!,tdon frr Jmnalism uns frmaty
cditor of thc Atltnta Journal and Clnstitution zr./a New york'll ntc cditor.

concern to readers who see their tra-
ditional print publications begin to
show up with a "paper" 

on rhe'Web
that changes minure by minute.

First, a disclaimer. My ombuds-
man's writ runs only to marerial
that appears in the printed maga-
zine. I've never seen the web version
of the magazine. Because I have no
firsthand knowledge, I asked Brill
for his answer, and he says there are
basically two standards.

"lf the materials that appear on-
line are identified as having been

-l written by the magazine's staff or
written for the magazine," he says, "thi 

standards are
absolutely the same for both print and elecrronic versions of

concern as inrportant as the equd trearment ofcidzens.
Stephanie Lanrbidakis's arrcmpr to raise the issue with a

member of the court was a legitimate effort by a journalist
reporting on an imporrant subject. Vhether the action was"heroic journalism" is another marrer. My dictionary uses
such words ̂ s cot.ftigeou!, nobh, gallant, and inwluing isk, rc
define heroic.

Walking up to someone on a public sidewalk, even a
powerful governmenr official, to ask a legitimate quesrion
doesn'r seem to me ro rise to the kind of "courryeous,"
"noble," 

or "gallant" 
activiry thar justifies the label /aru.

Point Well Taken-The e-mail from Gary Karr is direct
and to the point: "One word in the Disney/AbC piece sticla
in my craw: ramored.The word appcars in a senrence dealing
with Brian Ross['s] salary." I agrcc; rhe word sticls in mine
too, especially anytirne I come across ir in what holds itself
out ta be a reporring of firctr. Evcrr rirorc rc in Brilll Contrnt,
which announces each month in "Vhat Ve Stand For,' rhat

the magazine."
But he adds that in order to take advantage of the flexi-

biliry that the immediacy of the Veb provides Fo, n.* oppo.-
tunities for reporring and dweloping more interesting infor-
mation, there are separate rules for some of rhe rn",.rid ,h",
appears onJine.

"Some 
other information," he says, "is of necessiry differ-

ent." As.an exampl-e he cites a comperitive story that mighr
grow sralewaiting for the nexr issue of the magazine. Such a
srory would be posted on thc web version, written ro the
magazine's standards. But because the story appears in an
interactive medium it is likely ro arrracr a discuiiion among
readers who express information and opinions of their owi
on the subject. This "bulletin 

board" marerial is not held ro
tlre mn6*inctr rtrrrdarrL."Although," 

Brill adds, "l still thinkwe are responsible in thc
sense that I reserve the right to edit stuff thar is in bad rasre or
grossly unfrir to people-within rhe panuneters that the bulledn
board is a place for people ro discuss all kinds ofopinion." r
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