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' wos 0ll exlenslve Assoclolcd I'toss
story hy n pllze-wlnnlng lorrrnallsl. roleased nallonally lwo weeks bolore
lasl year's elecllon, bul whlch The
llmes dkl nol see tll lo prlnl.

, 1he alllcle's relerence lo "a por'-
sonal courl case" ln whlch I was

, lnvolved belore Jusilce Samuel G,
Fredman two years ago suggested
llral my concern lor lhe transccndeDt

. lssues ol Cnslrncf,n v. Colnvlta wns
pcrsonally rnotlvsled Rnrl of recent
orlgln. tn tncl. my concern wllh (he
rnelhod of selecllng lrtdgcs ls long-
slandlng. I began rny leSal (:oreor 35
yearr a[o by iorklni loi New Jersey
l:hlcl Jusllce A:thrir'I. Vnndcrbllt, e
lcnrler ln courl rolorrn. Mor c lhnn 20
ycars eBo lhe Ncw York l-lw Jrxrr nnl
ptrhllshcd my srllcle aborrt nry expe.
rlence on one 0( llre llrst lrre.nonrhrn-

. lkrn ltftllclnl scrcenlng ltrtrels. lirortt
lC12 1080 I nerverl ns lhc lllsl worunrr

. opgrolnteb lo lhe Ju(llclnt Selecrktrr
Cornmlltee of lhe New York Slnte
Bnr Assoclnllon.

Jilsllcc Fredmnn - a lormer Dcnr-
ocrallc Parly chalrrrrnn - wns klelltl,

, llcd only os hnVhrg lrcert crossen-
rftrrsed ns pArt ol lhc lC89 rlenl, wlth-
olrl sltrtln8 lhrll he wns Iol rrtrnrerl ns
a pnrly lo lhe Caslracan v. Colnvll6
cross.endorsnnrent challcn8a. lhe rc-
porler'r Sarbled verrlon ol tlre pro-
ceetllnl belore Justlce Fredmall (stlll
urtdeclded rnore lhan one year allcr
llrral srrbrnlsslon lo hlln) lalled lo
fellecl a lrue or Rcclrrnle slory. llrn
teporler dhl llol rheck hcj "tn(:ts"
wlllr me. lndced, a tropcr rrpott
worrld deplcl whnl occllrs when ptrr(y
hosses bccome ludges.

The lnoccuralc, rlnnletl, lnarle-
q[ale covera8c shows lhtrt 'l he 1 lnres

'hns nol mtl lls lournallsllc responsl-
blllty lo ftrlly and lalrly rrporl the'lactg 

- or lo mohe nny lnrk:perrtlcnt
lnvesllSatlon ol lts orrn.

li ls shocklnl lhat your newspapcr'
repeetf lhe self-servln3 slalenrents ol
polltlclans llke Rlchard Welngnrtcn
and Anthony (lolavltn thel nolltlcol
paillca "do a betler lob ol plcklng
candldnles" lhnn nrcrll-sclectlon
pnnels and lhat thelr handplcked c{n.
dldolet sre e "malor 6lep toward
nonparllsan elecllon ol Judges." wlth.

. oul Blvln8 lhe commlll€e en opportil-
nlty lo put lhe lle to lhese clslms. I he
rpporter, who had lhe relevanl appcl-
lnlc records, shorrld have 6r;xlsed the
hygrrlsy ol nollllcling wlro pro-
lesscd dlsap;xrlnlm€nl llrol "tlre sub'
slsntlsl lssucr ln the crse werc noi

. rceched." when they and the cross-
, gndorsed slltlnS ludSct lnvolved ln
lhe doal foughl vlSorously lo prevenl
lhem lrom beln3 addrersod-

ttnlcas lhe prthlle ls lmmadlnlcly
lpprlsed ol whnl lr lakhr3 place. the
!ross.rndorsod llldlclal nomlnallons' representlnS lhe thlrd phase of the

' denl wlll proceed as schedulcd ln thc
.1991 elecllons. froRlS 1.. S^ssowt R
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slvc crr:dcrrllals hr lnw rekrrrl. llo
r ( tcr ence rrrus matlc lo lhc clhl( ol
riltrn(lales ol lhe (lorlc ol Jrtrllclnl (irn-
(lu( 1, lequlrhrg e lrxlge lo dlsqrrallty
hhnsell "ln n prrrcecrllng where hls
lmpnrll0llty rnlgh( reosonnbly be
qrrestkrrcd" - clcarly the slluntlon
where lhrce of llte ,lve lrrtlges who
rleclderl lhe oppenl lalled to dlsckrse
lhelr own cr oss cndorsernenls.'lhe Nlnlh Judlclnl Conlmlttca ls I
noillrfitllsan grorrp of lawyers aild
other clvlc-lnlntled clllzens, cur-
rcr rlo(l wltll lrn|royll;g tho qtttrlltV ol
tlrr: .lrrrllclnr y ln Weslrhester e nrl th.
lolll ollrer rurrntles ol lhe NlDlh Jil(ll
clfll l)lstrlci. lhe crlnrnltlee cnrrre
Ittlo lt1l1g ln ln80 trs 6 tCslrxlsc l0 llrc
" l lrtee.Ycar l)cnl" lrelween tlrc

I Weslchesler ReDrrhllcnn and ltenro.
| 
( r nllc nal ty len(ler s and thelr lrrdlclol

ln.,nrhrens, whl(h otlectlvely rllsen-
| 1r nrrchlscrl votcrs ht Rll llvo r rrrntles
I nrd tilr theted pollllcal coDltol ol lhc
I lrnllclol y. Yolrr I opot ter lalled to dls-
( uss llre esscDtlDl lctms and crlrnlnnl
rdnllllcFtknls of the dcal: thr tradhrg
nl sevorr lurlgeshlrs ovcr tltrec ycnt s;
llre toqillronrenl llrnl lrrdl(tnl rnull.
rlales ngree lo ently reslg[trllons lo
crenle nrd nltrltrlnln ptoltRcled vn-
r nrrr les; rllvvylrrg [F ,u(llelnl palroD.
nge nftrrg 1lrlltlrRl lllcs

I lrf r c wns tlo ntenllon lhat the hw-
cr (;{ll|tt's tllsnrlssal wa9 wllhout any
henrlrrg nild lgnored the uncontta,
rllcled docunrentary evldcnce ol Elcc
lkrr I"aw vkrlntlans at bo(h Rcpul)ll.
cnn nnrl Dernocrnllc ttrrllclel nornl.
nalhrg (rilvenlkrhs. Not. 1{rnt lhr,re
ony relcterrfe lo lhc coDtenl or eflrr:l
ol thc krng drlnynl aplrcllate de<:l-
sl.ril. lly nol ntlllrg o[ lhe cross.clr.
rlorscrrrent lssue Intt lnstead ollltnr-
hrg the rllsrnlssal on lechnlcal obJcc.
(knrs by ihe prrbllc olllclols srretl, the
A1r;rcllote l)lvlslur dkl lol (onsl(lct

'llrc prrlrllc hltelcsl and lbc horrctr-
dorts lnrpncl the dcnl lras lrnd ur al,
t carly hnr.k krggerl corrr t cnlcrxlnr s.

Your trlrrrlct skcwc(l thc etll(:le
by lrcrsorrallzing lhls rnnlor legnl pro.
cc(xllng ns It ll welc "Mr s. Sas-
sowor's cns.'." Over lrrrhtrl wet c lhe
petlllrtrlcrs: l)t. Marlo (;ostlocan, a
rcglstererl Reprrbllcnn ln New (:astle,
nnrl Itrol. Vhrcent Botrelll. a regls-
lore(l l)cnroctat hr Ncw Rmhcllo who
lonchcs govctntncnl.

'1he New Yorh I lrnes has rknrc lts
l)esl lo l,rrry tllo stol y. ln Octollcr i9$0
ll dkl nol see llt lo pthtt that the New
Yr)rk Stnte l.eagrre ol WoDtrr Votcts
hnrl lssrred o slatcwlde alet I lo volet s.
urgln8 lhe Appellste colll] to ]cvlew
lhe cese belore F.lecllon l)ay; or thot
lhc slnllrlrrry Prolerence lo whkh
Flerlkr:r Lnw procertlhrgs trtp enll
llerl wns <letrk'rl nller lrhrg vlgrnorrs

. ly oj4rrscrl by the lurll< lnl lrrnihrcca
delcnrllng lltc cnse. llrc llrrrcs lnllcd
to reporl that lll Fchtua]y thc
N.A.A.C.l'. l.cgal l)ctense and Erhrr.a.
I irnal f urxl was Bt atrlo(l per nllssl.rn
lo lllc nn nrrrlrrrs lrtk.l Alsrr l;Irnrr.rl


