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July 6t L992

Sheila Gibbons, Director
Public Affairs
Gannett Newspapers
l-1-Oo Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22234

Dear Ms. Gibbons:

This fax confl-rms our conversatlon of earlLer today whereLn I
inforrned you that your affilJ-ate, rrGannett Suburban Newspapersrl
has followed a pattern and practlce of disregardlng docunentarv
evidence in: (a) suppressing major news stories; and (b) running
stories which it knows to be false and defamatory and/or in
reckless disregard for the truth.
You informed me that Gannett does not exercise any supervision
over its af f iliates bearing the rrGannettrf name. However, you
stated that you would send an internal memo to trGannett Suburban
Newspapersrf apprising it of our complaints.

So that there is no mistake as to the most recent example of
suppression of sicrnificant nehrs affecting the pubtic interest by
your affiliate, I enclose a copy of our May 18, L992 letter to
Senate Majority Leader ceorge Mitchell

said letter, as well as the critique referred to therein, have
been in the possession of rtGannett Suburban Newspapersrr since
May. Nevertheless, despite the fact that several stories have
since appeared reporting that the orRourke nomination ttstill
languishesr' (i.e., as recently as JuIy l-, L992)--not a word has
been published about our critique--let alone our contention that
the documentary evidence which our critique sets forth is the
very reason why Mr. O rRourke I s ff hopes for Judicial seatrr have
ff fade[d]tt (see: May 26, L992 front-page headllne).
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It should also be noted that rrGannett Suburban Newspapersrr has
continued to deny readers this docurnented Ftgry even after New

i;;i-M;gazine ran- an iten ba.sed upon our critique' - As shown by
the enclosed itern t,CredenEal- Gap: The Case of the Missing
Casesrr, New York Magazine featured it as the lead piece on the
;i"t"fiige-ncer" pagJ (p. 7l of its June 22, L992 issue. That
issue hit the newsstand on June l-sth.

As discussed, the suppression of this story by rrG.lnnett Suburban
Newspapersrr may wetT be tinked to the fact that its Vice-
presiaint and Executive Editor, Lawrence Beaupre, and its
editoriar Page Edltor, Milton Hoffman, both previously endorsed
Mr. OrRourkers judiciil nonination--Mr. Beaupre going so .far as
Uestowing upon rtr. OrRourke the rrMan of the Year Awardrr jointly
with Boris Yeltsin.

To the extent that the Gannett rrmothership" is responsible^ f9.
affiliates bearing its name, w€ hereby put You on notice of the
;;;;fil- "erious 

-violation of Journitistic responsibility and
staiaaras by trGannett Suburban Newspapersrr '

As always, w€ are ready to substantiate the folegoing conpla-ints

"""""rnitr6 
your affiliitets deliberate distortion and denial of

proper coverage.

Very trulY Yours,

:k^o€a$g=*sa}rQf
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator, Ninth Judicial Committee

Enclosures:
(a) 5/L8/g2 ltr to senate Majority Leader Mitchell
iUi rlntelligencerrr (p. 7) , Nelll York Magazine, .6/?2/92

"Ciedentiaii Caili ihe Case of the Missing Casesrl

cc: Catherl-ne Black, Presldent
American Newspaper Publlshere Association

Gary F. Sherlock, Fresldent and Publlsher
Lawrence K. Beaupre, Vice-PresLdent and Executive Editor
Milton Hoffnan, gditorial Page Editor
Ed Tagliaferri, County Government Reporter
Tony Brown, ColumnJ.st
oavid McKay t{llson, Po1ltica1 Reporter
FAIR: Faiiness & Accuracy in Reporting



NITCffi JUDICIAL COUI,TITTEE

Box 70, Gedney Station
I{trite P}ains, New York 10605-0070

Tele: (9141 997-8Los / Fax: (e14) 684-6554

By Fax and Mail

May 18, 1992

Hon. ceorge J. Mitchell
Senate Majority Leader
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-L902

RE: Conf irrnation of Judicial Nominees

Dear Senator Mitchell:
We are a non-partisan citl-zensr group, formed in the Ninth
Judicial OistriCt of New York, dedicated to a quality Judiclary.
Since November l-991-, when President Bush nominated Andrew
OfRourke to a federal judgeshlp, we have tracked that
nomination. Last week, the Senate Judiciary Committee received
from us a critique of the public portion of Mr. OrRourkers Senate
Judiciary Committee questionnaire.

we urge you to irnrnediatelv review our critique and join us in
calling upon the Senate Judiciary Committee to halt any and all
further confirmation hearings on President Bushrs judicial
nominees and to halt any and all judicial confirmations by the
full Senate.

Such imrnediate action is essential since our critique--a
document of almost 5O single-spaced pages' supported by
approximately 60 exhibits--showed:

rrthat a serious and dangerous situation exists at
every level of the judicial nomination and
confirmation process--from the inception of the
senatorial recommendation up to and including
nominatj-on by the President and conflrmation by the
Senate--resulting from the dereliction of aII
involved, including the professional organizations of
the bar. rr (at p. 2)
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In a section entitled: rrFailure of the Screening Processtt (at pp.
29-381 | tte directly quote from the December 18, 1991 report of
the Task Force on the Confirmation Process, which you convened
last fal1:

ItThe most crltical evaluation of potential
norninees occurs before submission to the
Senate. If the process functions properly,
unsuitable candidates wilt be screened out by
the President before they are noninated. The
responsibility for screening nominees lles
first and foremost with the President and
his administration. Their investigation must
be thorough and complete. It is not in the
interest of anv partv for unfit candidates to
be nominated, with the Senate left to
identify and reject such an unfit nominee. rl

(L2/L8/9L report, pp. 1L-12) (emphasis added)

Our critique details that the nomination of Andrew OrRourke by
President Bush is a case study demonstrating that rrthe processrl
does not function rrproperlyrt and

rrthat no reasonable, objective evaluation of
Mr. OrRourkers conpetence, character and
temperament could come to any conclusion but
that he is thoroughlv unfit for judicial
of f ice'r (at p. 2't .

We have not only shown that Presldent Bush nonl"nated Mr.
orRourke notwithstanding a rfNot qualifiedrr ml-nority ratlng of the
American Bar Assocl-atlon I s Standing CommLttee on Federal
Judiciary, but that there was no basis for any rating ofrrQualifiedrr by a ttmajorltyrf of the ABArs Comrnittee--Iet alone by
a rrsubstantial najoritytr. Indeed, because the publlc portlon of
the Senate Judiciary Connitteers questlonnaire ls virtuallv
identical to the questionnaire Mr. ofRourke was required to fill
out for the ABA, vre readily established this scandalous fact as
part of our critique.
our critique also outlines the nanner ln which effectLve Judlclalscreening has been eroded:

(a) documenting the unhealthy relationshlp
between the ABA and the JustLce Department
which has rnade it possible for the Justice
Department to pressure the ABA into altering
its evaluati-on procedures and standards as a
price for the ABA retainlng its premier role
in the evaluation process.
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In factr w€ have drawn a
nomination and the Justice
the Association of the Bar
which stated:
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(b) documenting the Justice Departmentfs
effort to prevent other bar groups--
presumably more independent--from sharing in
the screening of prospective judicial
nominees.

dlrect link between Mr. orRourkers
Departmentts extraordinary letter to
of the city of New York last year,

rrYour lnterf erence ln the conetltutlonal
procese of selectlng and appolntlng Federal
judges must end.rl

Because the ,Justice Department has so compromLsed and constricted
the screening of judicial candldates--fostering a situation whererfunsuitable candidatesrt are nomLnated by the President--there is
reason to believe that the Senate will be confirming nominees who
are as unfit for judicial office as Mr. OfRourke.

To the extent that the Senate Judiciary Comrnittee relies on the
accuracy and thoroughness of screening by the ABA and the Justice
Department to report norninations out of Committee--with the
Senate thereafter functioning as a rrrubber stamp[ by confirming
judicial nominees without Senate debate--a real and present
danger to the public currently exists.
It is not the philosophical or political views of the Judtcial
nominees which are here at issue. Rather, the issue concerns
whether present screening is naking appropriate threshold
deterninations of fundamental iudicial qualifications--i.e.
competence, integrity, and temperament. Our critique of Andrew
orRourkers nomination leaves no doubt that it is not.

Most Respectfully,

€enq € flJ\f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coordinator, Nlnth Judlclal Cornml-ttee

Enclosures

cc: Members of the Task Force on the Confirmation Process
Members of the Senate iludiciary Cornmlttee
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
Alliance for Justice
People for the American Way
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INTEI.I.ICENGER
BY JEANNETTE WALLS

THE D(ll{AtD At{D WACIO IACI{() TlI TEAiI UP?
Donald Trump may team up with Michael lackson.

A source says the reclusive singer and the not-so-reclusive devel-
oper are in talks about Trump's promoting I series of lackson
concerts this fall. The two have known each other for a while, says
the source, and met earlier this month at the One to One charity
dinner, where the possibility of staging the concerts was discussed.

"lt would be four concerts at Giants Stadium," says the
source, who is close to Trump. "And Trump is also hoping to
arrange a giant, blowout concert in Central Park. lt would be
called the Unity Concert and would be held to promote the idea
that blacks and whites can get along peaceably. Trump is hoping
for late summer or early fall."

Trump had no comment. lackson's spokesman, Lee Solters,
says such a concert series "could well be in the discussion
stages."

Westc ty Execu-
tive Andrew O'Rourke appar-
ently has a sketchy memory
when it comes to his own
credentials.

O'Rourke, who was a Re-
publican candidate for gover-
nor in 1986, was recently
nominated by George Bush to
be a judge in U.S. District
Court. ln a Senate ludiciary
questionnaire on his profes-
sional background, O'Rourke
was asked to provide "in de-
tail" the ten most significant
cases "which [heJ personally
handled" as a lawyer.

O'Rourke cited only three,
one of which was reversed on
appeal.

"Hey, I gave it the best ef-
fort I could," says O'Rourke.
He says he wasn't able to lo-
cate his old legal files because
they're with a former partner
who had moved to Florida.
The partner has, in fact, since
moved back to New York.
O'Rourke insists the point is
moot because the American
Bar Association and the city
bar have approved him for

the federal appointment
"lt was unfortunate ;hat I

could not come up with
more," says O'Rourke. "l
haven't practiced law in ten
years. You can't do that as
county executive. I don't re-
member every single case. Do
you keep your notes after
twenty years?"

HERE C(IMES

lIERIIIAl{

Herman Badillo is setting the
stage to run for mayor against

TIIE CASE (}F TIIE

F(IRGEI HEUIIS, SERRAI{(I SUES IIIS DEATER
Andres Serrano-the artist who has long been a target of con-
servative lawmaker fesse Helms-has a new battle, but this
time, it's with his dealer. Serrano,'the man behind the contro-
versial Piss Cftrist, is suing Linda and Stefan Stux and the Stux
Gallery for $297,000.

Serrano joined the SoHo gallery in l99O and ageed to let the
Stuxes keep 50 percent of the money from his sales. But Serrano
says the dealers owe him more than $250,000. He is also charging
that out of friendship, he sold the Stuxes a photograph for
$3,00G-far below the market value. "ln breach of their agree-
ment," Serrano claims, the Stuxes resold the work for $50,000.

Says Charles Stillman, who is representing the Stuxes, "We
view this as a dispute between an artist and a gatlery which we
hope will be resolved through good faith and give and take."

"Stux Gallery has consistently failed to honor and recognize
its fiduciary and legal obligations to Mr. Serrano," says Peter R.
Stern, the lawyer representing the artist. "Mr. Serrano simply
refuses to continue to be treated like an indentured slave."

David Dinkins, his onetime
ally, sources say. The former
U.S. congressman says it's
"premature at this point to be
making any announcement,"
but a source says he's "just
waiting until the right time" to
declare his candidacy. Badillo,
who is now in private law prac-
tice, has already been advised
by a political-consulting firm,
Austin Sheinkopf, and is lining
up financial and political back-
ers lor the mayoral run.

Badillo is telling associates
and potential supporters that
Dinkins has turned his back
on some groups that helped
elect him. "He's certainly vul-
nerable on Hispanic issues,"
says Badillo, who was a vocal
critic of cuxv black suprema-
cist professor Leonard fef-
fries. "And I don't see that
lAndrewl Stein or IRudolphl
Giuliani [who are both ex-.
pected to announce candida-
ciesl are doing any better."

A IDESERTI ST(IRII

0r tY(lRDs
A war of words is escalating be-
lween Harper's publisher fohn
MacArthur and Frank Man-
kiewicz, the vice-chairman of
Hill & Knowlton, the power-
ful public-relations firm. ln
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