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E l e n a ,

Oh dear .  You rea l l y  a re  los inS i t .

For tunate ly ,  r  tape recorded and t ranscr ibed my " ta lk .  "  r  usuar ry  do
th is  to  he lp  me bet te r  p repare  fo r  the  fu tu re .  Le t ' s  see  i f  th is  s t i rs
your memory at aI I .

You asked a 1ong, mult i -part ,  rambl i-ng quest ion demanding to know "on
what  empi r i ca l  bas is ,  ev ident ia ry ,  no t  heresay ,  no t  what  top
management and editors say about themsel-ves or the environment of
journa l i sm,  wh ich  is  very  inces tuous ,  le t  me say ,  uh ,  bu t  what  i s  your
empi r i ca l  bas is  tha t  the  journa l i sm o f  the  New York  T imes meeE.s  some
high  qua l i t y  s tandard  o f  ob jec t iv i t y .  "

r  t r ied to answer you. You shouted me down, saying, ' ,Excuse me! Excuse
me !  what  i s  your  empi r i ca l  bas is  fo r  express ing  your  v iew tha t  Dan
okrent  d id  a  g rea t  job ,  what  i s  the  empi r i ca l  bas is ,  what  ev idence do
you have.  "

At this point,  there was J-aughter in the crowd and the moderator was
forced,  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime ar l  a f te rnoon,  to  s tand up  and move to  the
f ron t  o f  the  room.  r  to rd  you "we ' re  opera t ing  on  such d i f fe ren t
p lanets  I  don ' t  know how to  address  you. "  You then began wav ing  around.
a  packet  o f  papers ,  exc la iming ,  " r  documented i t !  r  documented i t !
H e r e ' s  a  l e t t e r  f o r  y o u  !  "

The moderator j -ntercepted you and, before you courd say anything else,
sa id ,  "ok .  Does anyone have a  ques t ion  tha t ' s  no t  an tagon is t i c? ' ,

Does any  o f  th is  r ing  a  be l l?

Af te r  the  ta lk ,  you  parked yourse l f  in  f ron t  o f  where  r  was  s i t t ing
and began another rant about Dan Okrent that I  found di f f icul t  to make
sense o f .  When the  modera tor  wa lked over  once aga in ,  you  began
demand ing  tha t  she  " tu rn  over  the  ev idence.  That ' s  fo r  h im;  I  want  h im
to have the evidence. Pl-ease give i t  to him. "  Frankly,  I  was concerned.
about what else you might do, so I  did my best to put a playful
i n s c r i p t i o n  i n  y o u r  b o o k .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  b a c k f i r e d :  a f t e r  i n i t i a r l y
walking away, you came back, wal-ked in front of  an elderry woman, and
began te l r ing  me tha t  th is  was " t ru ly  someth ing  spec ia l .  Th is  i s  no t
jus t  a  normal  inscr ip t ion .  "  A f te r  you  f ina l l y  le f t ,  another  gues t
apo log ized,  and asked i f  r  had to  dea l  w i th  peop le  l - i ke  you o f ten .

For tunate ly ,  the  answer  to  tha t  ques t ion  is  no .

As  fo r  your  " two- fo l -d"  ques t ion ,  you  must  be  r igh t :  r  c rear ly  haven ' t
answered any th ing  to  your  sa t is fac t ion  - -  a l though I  d id  ta l -k  a t  some
rength about okrent and his performance as publ ic edi tor.  So ret me
say once aga in :  we ' re  opera t ing  on  such d i f fe ren t  p lanets  I  don ' t  know
how to  address  you.
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,  Cheers ,
!,'
; l  Seth
'r.


