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Mr. Dennis Duggan
New York Newsday
2 Park Avenue
New York, New York 100i_6

RE:  Your  Ap r i l  26 ,  L994  Co lumn,  r tCops  Hang  Eas i l yn

Dear Mr. Duggan:

The enclosed letter to Frank Laghezza reflects our fol1ow-up to
your superlative Apri l  26th column wherein, in response to your
skepticism that the Crirninal Investigation pivision of : t fre
Brooklyn D.A.  Is  o f f ice would invest igate r the rcu l tureI  o f
judges,  erected of f ic iars  and c i ty  agenciesr ,  i ts  ch ief ,  Dennis
Hawkins,  is  quoted by you as ts t ressI ing] ' , ,  ,we are going to
investigate public corruption"

ft is our intention to give
an opportunity to evaluate
wi l l ,  in fact ,  prosecute
corrupt and criminal acts
the food chain. r l

you--and, through you, your
whether Mr. Hawkins

a documentable pattern
by  pub l i c  o f f i c i a l s  r ra t

o f
the

readers--

on-going
I top ]  o f

As discussed briefty with you yesterday, this rcorruptionrl
involves the .abuse of judicial power by nigrr-ranking appettate
Div is ion Just ices for  the s ingular  purpoie of -  re ta l ia t lng- iga inst
a t t jud ic ia l  whis t le-b lowerr r .  Such corrupt ion is  tne focal  issue
of  the Ar t ic le  78 proceeding ent i t red,  Dor is  L.  sassower.  v .  Hon.
Guy Mangano,  et  a l . ,  Now before th is  s taters  h ighest  cour t - - the
Court  o f  Appeals .

To give ygu a preview of the papers r wil l  send you today for
express maj-l  A.M. delivery tomorrow--r arn faxing herewith pp-. 5-g
of  the le t ter  o f  my motherrs  at torney to  the cour t  or  appei ls  in
suppor t  o f  i ts  tak ing.  jur isd ic t ion of  that  ext raord inary and
important case. Addit ionally, to perrnit you to understand the
pol i t ica l ly -exptos ive context  o f  ny mother ts  " jud ic ia l  whis t le-
browing"  act iv i t ies,  r  am arso fax ing a copy o i  her  october  24,
L99I letter to Governor Cuomo--referred to in rny enclosed letter
to Mr. Laghezza. That letter, in which my mother carled for the
appointment  of  a  specia l  prosecutor ,  out l ines the s ign i f icance of



re,
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the case of Castracan v. Colavita-- in which my mother sras pro
bono  counse r  un t i l  t he  Apper ra te  D iv i s ion rs  re ta l i a t6 ry
suspension of  her  l icense.

Thus, the story we offer is one that wil l  enable you to chonicle
pregisely what Maurice Nadj ari r^ras tarking iuout when he
int imated that  those going af ter  judges suf fe i  r r repercuss ions ' .

Addit ionally, this story wil l  enable you to demonstrate how the
top echelons of state government--among thern, the Governor and
Attorney Gene.raI--exernpli fy the i lcode of si lencerr that your
a r t i c l e  desc r ibes .  I t  i s  t hese  h ighes t  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l= , ' i r a
not onry rocal prosecutors and judges, who ,cover-upn and trsweel
under the rugrr.

we believe that our documented entreaties to Governor cuomo and
Attorney Gener:a1 .Kopperl to do something and not rfstand idry ;t ;
when presented with irrefutable evidenCe of profound "orru-pti6n
affecting the very integrity of the governmenC of this state make
a most t imely story in this election year when they each face the
voters.  As ny motherrs  october  24,  L991,  Ie t ter  €o the Governor
and her extensive correspondence to the Attorney cenerai l
highright, there is no leadership at the top which is sett ing "r,
example to the tr lohrer rungsrr. Indeed, the only conclusion irotn
sych correspondence--and from others we are eager to show you--is
that those at the rrhelmrr of this state put tt ieir ohrn desires to
avoid the rrrepercussionsrr to themselveJ poli t ical ly that would
resul t  f rom speaking out  against  po l i t ica l  in terestJ- -upon whose
support their re-election depends--above their ourig;t ions a;
protect.the people and the processes of government. rndeed, such
contention wag gi+stlv stated by ny rnother in testimony 6"i;;;
the senate Judiciary cornrnittee in Albany--a copy of which
testimony--and the Senate I s rrcover-upn theieof--I wif f  rnai i  

- io

you .

fn shortr w€ take your statement:

trWe have had reams of stories about bad cops
b u t  a l n o s t  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  j u d g e s  a n d
prosecu to rs  who  Ie t  obv ious l y  pe r ju red
testimony sl ip by without reaction', (Lmphasis
added)

L See,  Supplementa l  Exhib i ts  r t2 t t ,  r t4 . . ,  t ts r l  ,  116r ,  n7. r ,  r rg ,
f f9r f  to  the March 14,  L994 I t r  the cour t  o f  Appeals .  (c f .  l lew'york
r+tqE |  4 /28/94 ar t ic le  r rThe At torney cener i l  Rushes to  gui ld  a
Plat form,  encrosed for  your  convenience,  together  wi th  a L2/L] ' /93
Timesr  ar t ic le ,  r rA Meet ing wi th  cuomo er ing!  out  the cr i t ics" .



as ? recognition that coverage _i_s _long over-due about how lylng,perjuryr. and cover-up affect arr leve1s of government, not iui ithe police departrnent and a wil l ingness of 
'your 

part to tackle
such important storj_es.

we believe we have a more extraordinary and shocking story than
You. could possibly imagine--even in your wildest fanlasiesl And
it is not only demonstrabry true, but- readily v"ri i i iur".
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Yours for a quality judiciary,

-9/t 'CLz.GL
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty

Enclosures:

By Fax: (r) 4/27/94 rtr to corruption rnvestigation
Divis ion

By  Ma i l :

( 2 )
( 3 )

(4 ' � )

LO/24/91 ltr to Governor Cuorno
pp.  5-8 of  3 /L4/94 l t r  to  Cour t  o f  Appeals

Our two subnissions to the Court of Appeals
(a)  Jur isd ic t ional  Statement
(b)  3 /L4/94 l t r  in  suppor t

9/7/93 testirnony before NyS Senate Judiciary
Committee, with Conpendium of Exhibits
L2/L5/93 testirnony before NyS Senate Judiciary
Comrnittee, with of Cornpendium of Exhibits ..&
transcript excerpt of 9/7/93 NyS Senate
Judiciary Conmittee and Senate sessions

(7)  New York T imes ,  4 /29/94,  'The At torney Genera l
Rushes to Build a platformrt

(8 )  NeW York  T imes ,  L2 /LL /93 ,  "A  Mee t ing  w i th  Cuomo
Br ings Out  the Cr i t icsr l

( s )

( 6 )
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