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Dear Bob:  I

Good to chat  wi th  you.  yesterday,  arbel t  br ie f ly .  As promised,herewi th is  .9 f "  reading mater i i l  for  you-- th is  on the orRourkenominat ion to  the federa- I  bench.

As you wil l  see dto. the comprehensive investigation we have doneinto Mr '  orRourkers credent ia ls ,  " .  nu" .  docur iented not  onty  h israck  the reo f ,  bu t  t he  ex t rao rd iqa ry  fa i ru r "  
- " i -  

t t "  sc reen ingprocess which preceded h is  nominat ion-  for  th is  r i ie t lne posi t ion.

Assuredly ,  you wi l l  be on , the cut t lng edgefr  i f  you g ive th isstory  the press i t  deserves--s inee i t  has received r i i r tuat ty  noneto date.  you have a rear-  oppor t . rn i ty  to  ra ise the pubr ic fsconsciousness.  what  is  needed-- is  to  create a cramor for  long_overdue rnajor  re form in  both the federar  and s ia te jud ic iarnominat ing process.  This  is  what  or r i  co*mi t tee has t r ied to  doover  the rast  two years--wi thout  media at tent ion.

The par t  that  Mr.  co lav i ta ,  ds s tate and westchester  chai rman ofthe Republican Party, prayed in trr.  
--o 

I Rourke r s nornination andthe back-room deal  Setween h im,  senator  DfAmato and thePres iden t r s  b ro the r ,  Jona than  Bush '1s le  ou r  enc rosed  c r i t i que ,pp -  19 -20 ,  22 -23 )  mus t  be  exposed ,  as  wer r  as  the  pa r t  Mr .corav i ta  p layed in  the Three-Year  Dear ,  documented in  cast racanv.  co lav i ta .  onry then wi r r  the e 'x tent  o f  the increasingpol i t icar  contror  o f  the cour ts  be understood for  what  i t  is  (seepp '  20 -24 ,  and  Ex .  ' � y '  i n  ou r  enc rosed  co rnpend ium o f  exh ib i t s ) .
we bel ieve that  Now is  the r ight  moment  in .h is tory  to  accompl ishv i tar ly  needed change to end the dest ruct ion of  our  dernocrat icsystern by par ty  bosses and por i t ica l  leaders-- incruding thePres ident  o f  the uni ted s tates--who demonstrate the i r  u t tercon tempt  f " r : l : _ l . : p r :  by  naming  po r i t i c i ans  to  Ue  fo r  j udges  asconso ra t i on  p r i zes  to  ros l r s  i n  p " i i i i " . r  r aces ,  ; ;



Mr. Robert Laird

in the
loya I t y ,
case  o f
Dea I .

Page Two October  2,  Lggz

par ty  serv ice and
as it  hras in the

in the Three-year

I
t

ornourkt  easel - -or  as a reward for
a lso t rue in  the Of  Rourke no. i . , . t ion,

the lawyers and judges cross-endorsed

we nopg you yrlr succeed -Ln ge.tt lng the word out so that thestory is to ld _i . l  .  "  way that 
'wirr  

f inar ly acnieve the goar weseek--a non-pol i t ical  and _diverse juaic i i ry,-  
- l ; ; iy  

chosen by,and representative of., the -People on 
-principies 

oi-lnlrit ana faircompet i t ion,  
.where judgeshipj  are i , ""  b i  the best qual i f iedl a w y e r s - - r a t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t h e  b e s t - p o l i t i c a l r yconnected. 

I
Bob, we do not v iew our cross-Endorsements lawsui t  as ,over anddone,--unt i l  i t  has served as the catalyst  for  -hung" i t  wourdhave been had the court  of  Appeals addressed i t  on the ner i ts--as
!lt.v properry should have. you can make that change happen inthe court  of  publ ic opinion.

Looking forward 
lto 

working wlth you on this groundbreaking andpr ize-winning story!

I 
-D*

Encrosures: | / 
u1-vJ

(a)  cr i t ique and compendiun of  exhib i ts
( r t  5 /1 '8 /92 le t ter  to  senate Major i ty  Leader  Mi tcher l
(c)  5 /L9/92 le t ter  to  ABA pres ident  -o 'A lernber te

(d )  6 /2 /92  te t te r  t o  sena te  Ma jo r i t y  Leader  M i t che t l
(const i t l l ipS a supplemenl  to  Lne cr i t ique)

(e)  7 /L7/92 NYT Let ter  to  the Edi tor :
rrUntrustworthy Ratings rl

( f )  6 /22 /92  New York  Maqaz ine :  ,C reden t ia l s  cap :
The Case of  the Miss ing Casesr l

L As  no ted  in  our  c r i t iq r "  (p .  22 ,  fn .  35) ,  the  Repubr icanPa rty ha s a r so rewarded r'r icnilr Kavanaugh--Mr. o ' Rourke I srunningmate in 1986-- for  h is unsuccessfur run for LieutenantGovernor in that  year.  L ike Mr.  orRourke, he was recommended for
t fed_erar judgeship by. senator DrAmato and nominated by thePresident.  L ikewise, his nominat ion is currentry pending beforethe  senate  Jud ic ia ry  cornmi t tee .  (see  arso  p .  4L ,  fn .  6 r )


