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Disorderin
the coufts

A::l4ptt*ffi.'tt:*l:r.'"*T fl"#:3"$:flffopaque to the-public. ye!, in many ways, lt iJ.or" powerful than itsu*::yltyu, and legistative counterfiartd. 
' - - -"'

,_1lgr.ta.l *llng. govern .!he qgality of our environment, our chil_dren s educ-ation, how police dischirge their dutius, tte-wav UuIiness is conducted, what elected omiiiu"t" "i" u;-;;;;ft;, fiffii;g,uilty a.re punish_ed, who is li"Ufe *irei'peolple are injured. They can even oeciOe wrr<i'ii_comes presldent, as we saw last vear. The iudi_cla-ry rs an overarching force in-our lives] ButinNew york, it is in piiitut "onOiiio"l'-"' 
"-'

for.starters, our court system is the mostconvoluted in the nation _"wittr "ir";;;;;;i;
court categories or ll, depending on iltornyou ask. And in New yori< citv,ir,u-ui""i"jjudges. serving on state Sup."*6'ioi;;;;
many tnsrances unqualified, with as manv as
Il"] f lTq"q1.gm marginal i" ;h;ily ;fi f f ;+Er -- the bench.-rhis is a #.fi;;ii;'d; il'fii;;the independent conclusio, i""ti.io"6i,.irrtDaily News after an extensive inalysis o}-tt "ivrtu_.The focus of this review,is state sirpi"-u b-*itt, which is the basicdistrict-level trial court, wher-e eveqlthing from murders to electiondisputes to divorces are handled. ii ;;;ft;ii# their qualifications.training, -productiviry, sctrotarsrup, unJ;;;i;;?_g of the law. the

l1*y".$-llei511!inss, their very u"i,""i,ji'ii ir-u"io"ni ili i;;many judges of this court do nor ,i,"L" it " g.",i":";;;;i ,"ffitfair and speedy justice for us all.
Atthough technically g_t,egea, to l4_year terms, they often get theirrobes be_cause of theii politicar connections. "rudiciai "ffii;il;,;;sham. Most races are uncontested. v.t".. "r" i"iirua;e#;i;;three of the followine" and are pre.;;t"d;th6lt";h; "";A:dates. S h ades of ham-irer-a"a-sicft e rie""iin !ie"tio.rs.

f r+T*'*1T::iH'ff irffi .*Tf; S.Hi':"',,"#",",.:,,:iiH,TJ;l:
What we end up with are "o-e lirOggJ;h;;; not even approvedb{.!Ie bar- a-ssociations, who vioiate" int"gritf 

'*ru., 
who distributemillions of dollars in regal w.ort io poiit-lturi'y lo.tn""t"d raw firms

SlIjgrjf llthi"lppTopriatecourrroom6ha;;;i"*ir,i, jloi"i*
ry competence and efficiency are too often absent.

I . ft'l gotten so.bad state chief Judge Judith I(aye ordered an insDec-torgenerat probe into how jud.g.es iwaro tucrii"G fiq;il;il;dfi_ments to handle estates, griardianships and irusteestrips. ftriielortis due out next week, and it most tit6fy wil nor De Drettv.
"_-T:garorlg productivlty, manyjudges are lagging. The"time frameror drsposing of..criminar and civil iases has"r"enfr t t-ri"dlirriii"i.:abry and now falrs we'_below the standard iet uyirt" ii"i" oii]i-" "rCourt Administration. It is not "".o.-o" T;. ""1;idl;;g"", i" #absent from their chambers two, threJoi moie montns each vear. Inrgsponse, the courrs hav^e created in Manhattan th"'a;iil;;""iiid;lvision of state supreme court to pta"ate itr"-fo:''"err"r ".riirr.it" """rri-munity and handie its major dGf"i;;. b;lyite.most capabte juristsare assigned to this bench. When it com"i to justice, Itig Bu,sin;;;goes first-class;.the rest of us are in steeiage.
A s ror orsclpltnrng.incompetent or unethlcal judges, it rarelv hap_r. rpens. And when itdoes, there are no penalii;;"_;; i.iir"It "?"r.no demotions, no suspensions _ othei than outri*ht- d;r;ir'r;i]which is even rarer than disciprinarv pioc"LJi"g". r"%tt, "?.iiJi-ed state SuDreme Court justice has been remove"d f.;";ih; il;;;the.city in fecent memory.

The solutions to therabysmal state of the judiciary are many, in_cluding, but not limiteo to:
I Reorganizing courts into a. sim-pler two- or three_tiered system.I Opening up the secretive, inetbctive, air"ipirnury proceedings.r Ending Tak-e. elections. and *p'u"irg ;ditiii'*r' riin'a-pi""t"J ilnar_ctates with.higtrly.qualificd tegdt protds.iionals 3ppoint,iO UV tfr" fi_ern o r, s ubj ecr ro .r egis l ar iv_e 

-ln g Jbvat. cwittr t traf ielo rm, ;f, " ff iityot-J ustice,woul d i mp rove al mb-st overniEht.)
ln coming weeks. this page will continue to explore the judiciarvin detajt.,-.folusing on it.'oieru-pooi'flii#-u""u, its lack of ac-countabilityandt-heshadymech-a'ni";.Ti'h;;;riii;;i;yJ;;##_

er over the courts.
- our spotlightw'l show how-one-third of your government fails inso many ways to uphold its solemn pubtic trust.
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rf, Hlm$lr$viffTg tfue $ysf#ffia
l1lff:j.f;:i;l'lil.::.::.:1,:rj_'1,.';""r r.rr,,,v i'orr jr.ldsgs, irr antr ,:ut or:l:_ti:jl,irouslrs,ir,.;'r;il;ii,'i.';;o;,,ili,Id'i..Tf,r. j;,[rl,ilX"iT;)]J
Insn ancf \" oni rl rr r " llis o:-,Je r. jli the,=ourtr . i'Erfli" ri _ il,v,i" : n
. That.said, the New :r:.(''Stui- boi e.us,r"i.riqut .r-rri::pc.rrr:.s ,ir)rnst-'f the chanr?es ed*o6s1*.ri r,:, ii.,.-ili-.llr,;;;;:--'F;;;:in.l,Ji, ,r.o,., n'',udr:r;s6**. *'i ha'e,aciv,r,:atei n *"i'i*f*c$r:n of jr.rrl6e.s, \\,e sup-lir_rrt (lhiei Ju.lge juditrr Ii;,.;ur;',r;;ir rer,:,.ucrurl.ng plarr. rvhrchhas yet to r-ee tdot n:.1.:f enr jrn it:e- loai*i*r't,*.;;ifi..F*.lie sructy-lag ''sue's involved.ur ope*ing the attoiney r-urei iu,ticir.r di="rprr,re

:.i::l|Jt] t to t he .pu bi l - tu1 *-c'i, t.l unpro i* i r, *- i"rl i"*'il's*r e nr An d,perhiir)s more irnuortantly, l:rtrcrr: pii6ii. *"il;;; i,:r'i;:"Yet vour trse tif :y:eprng .{eneralizailcnr gives urr i-ri$c:(:urateassessrlr'R*t of the liry.slu"trces. .{i J-$r*.1n ihev nre t"-ii q;;u:j'..:d_ lLI lri gh ! v. tr: a r n,J.r. tr*'ift ; il,lf"ti; rl; il ii#' u "i"* c h or a r-*nr'p nas eamrrrj thenr tre r',:,t;iect "r Hi";ri"ii;;gr?;;iirrnwi<re,
Stov'en C. Krane


