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The present Commission on Judicial Conduct of tJre State of New York was created on April
1, 19?8 pursuant to Section 42, paragraph 4 of the Judiciary Law. .;t"

Since the Commission has been in existence.for 10 years, it is approprlate to tnguire lnto the
manner in which it is condueting its affairs and to determine whether any changes may be
required in its mandate, procedures or operation. It is also important to aseertain whether
the public, the bar and the bench believe that Judicial conduct is properly monitored and
supervised. .

There has been some criticism of the Commission, notably by Sol Wachtlerr Chief Judge of
the State of New York, in commenting upon the Commission's Annual Report this year. The
Committee on the Judieiary believes a publie hearing is both timely and appropriate.

Persons wishing to present testimony to the Committee at the above hearing should
complete and return the reply form by September l1th. It is important that tle rePlV ,form
be fully completed so that individuals may be notified in the event of emergency
postponement or cancell,ation.

oral testimony wiu be limited to ten (10) minutes duration. Twenty (20): copies of any
prepared testimony should be submitted at the hearing registration desk for distnibutien to
Committee members.

Witnesses are requested to direet thelr testimony to the guestions llsted on t}te reverse side
of this hearing notice.

G. OIJVBB KOPPBLL' 
Member of Assemb\y

Chalrman, Committee on JudiclarY

PT'BLIC HEARING REPLY POBM

Persons wishing to present testimony at the public hearing on the Commission on Judieial
Conduct are requested to complete this reply form by September l1th and return it to:

Bita Gordon
Offiee of Assemblyman G. Oliver Koppell
2?0 Broadway'Room 1506
New York, New York 10007
(212) 385-6650 ',

Complete information is essential so that persons may be notified in the event of emergency
postponement or cancellation.
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ASSEMBLY STANDING COUUT.TTEE ON .TUbTENNY

PITBLIC maRrNG: corlMIItsIoN oN JUDICIAL coNDUC�r

QlrEtrroMl TO WITICH WITNEITfIBS ARE BEQUBSTED TO DUtEcr rmIB 'r'ESlrMONys

Do you believe the commission on Judicial conduct is properly fulfilting the mandatefor which it was ereated? please explain.
Discuss the positiv" a|d negative aspeets of the commissionts polieies, practiees andproeedures, including, but not limited to:

d initiating eomplaints;
b) condueting investigations;
c) conducting formal hearings; and
d) making final determinatiJns.

The Commission on Judieial Conduet both proseeutes and adjudicates cases of judicial
misconduet. Is this dual role appropriatei Please sET-for[n tne rationale for yourconclusion.
The Judiciary Law allows a respondent-judge 30 days to request review of thecommission's determination by the court'ofappeats.- fire coirt of Appeals may
:::::;":l,j5:f::-:y",tj:l_gg"::d by the, cimmission.- 1i tt " '*p";e;;r$;:appeals the Commission's determination, ihould the Court of Appeals h";;;"pfi?;
ll^:T3*":j,: *lr:1:T,ii:!i"l t|""..*gt inegqs+h&Jh+q"**i$iitd pi"ase exprain.How should the Commission deal wiilili

d Should the Commission hofO if,Dfloulq rne uommission hold th6se judges to the same
Plofessional judges ? Plgjse=edp-Lain.

as other

+"'

'"%i"{nl:5;ffiig##}J*:",lug"i,iin ",aet-ivity by judges and court perlonnet-? please explain.
Judicial conduet:

8) Are ttre trRules Governing OJfieial Conduetrtt as adopted by the ChiefAdministrator, appfopriate and clearly understood by all juag-€,;i-
b) Is $re t'Code'of -.rubieial 

Conouet,'t as adopted by the New york state BarAssoeiation, appropriate and crearly understood by ari judges? 
-:

Is judicial independence impairedby activities of the iommission? Explain.
How has the Commission aifected judicial morale?
Is inappropriate or improper 1'uoi6iat behavior a serious problem in New york Statenotwithstanding the Com mission?
Discuss the Commissionrs budget:

d Is it spent appropriatelyi
-- b) 'What pereentage- of the budget is devoted to minor eharges against lay judges?
should'trere be an independent a-uoit of the commission?

a) If so, how frequenily?
b) which would u-e tne appropriate agency to eonduet such an audit?

\


