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of a total of 
4

transrnitiir, 
-preaffiTr Pages '

Ruth Sassower, Coordinator

I f  there is  a
9 9 7 - 8 1 - 0 5 . I

Dear Terry:

Thanks ever so much for meeting with me yesterday. r promise youth is  wi l r  be one of  your  , ten io=i -= ig" i t icant ,  s tor ies.

rn ans$rer to your guestion as to what r betieved hrere Mr.orRourkets  chances fo f  get t ing the teaeiar  juageshlp__,  re fer  youto yesterdayts gannett colurnn-by Milt  Hoffrnan, the t i tre of whichreads:  torRourkers chances.  to i  judqe 
- - -  

r_  f i  4 . .  
- " "a 

concludesw i th  the  l i ne  " t . . yo r r .  can r t  be  foo -su re  tha t  wh i te  House  phonewonrt  r ing for  OtRourke againr t

The foregoing is a perfect example of the kind of nonsense thatGannet t  has been present ing the publ ic- - to  boost  orRourkers poI Ira t ings--whi1e,  s imul taneousry]  suppress ing the documentaryevidence--presented by ou: cri t iquell i= to the poli t ical deaithat produced the nomination ""a rtr. .  ; 'Rourkers iacx of actuarjud ic ia l  gual i f icat ions.

The press cont i -nues to  waive Mr.  orRourkers jud ic ia l  nominat ionbefore the publ ic  as a meaningfu l  crea"nt i . r . ' -o ; ; - ; ; "d ic t ion isthat when orRourke pubricry announces his decision to run for re_erection as county-Executive, i t  wilr 1e in tne clntext of hisgreat dedication ' to the people of westchester,,--Llmperl ing hirn



to  r rsacr i f  icer  h is  i l l_  in  4n chance
Undoubtedly, the press wil l  be at
comrnentary on Mr. OrRourkers noble
standing jud ic ia l  ambj_t ions.

€

for a federal judgeship.

--hi= .side giving iunnii-rgr rsacr i f  icerr  o f  h is  long-

rrm sure r donrt have to telr you that there are many manyimportant stories in this one sCory--i""1"oi"q t i ;  ror_e beingplayed by se_nator Moynihan. rndeld, the cri im rnade in Mr.Hof fman I s column that the arrang,ement between ttoynihan ;;;DrAmato rrtakes. 
.some poli t ical pari i=anship oul of the federaljudicial selection sy-teprr cAN AND sHouLD be challenged with theevidence that  such arrangeTen!  permi t ted--wi th  Moynihan,sapprova l - -D  rAmato rs  recommenda t ion  o f  t he  r -9g6  Repub l i canguberatorial t icket of OrRourke and Kavanaugh.

r !,r?s very impressed by your question to me regarding theaccolades heaped on wachtler--because it shows yor,,i inaeperia";;;
and wil l ingness to examj-ne """i i i rv evidence. rn thatconnection, we^wrote 3 important letters to Governor cuomo 1astyear--copies of which we sent to then chief .rudge wacntrer. rnpert inent part, our october 24, l-991 letter state-d:

r r .  .  .  C a s t r a c a n  v .  C o l a v i t a  a n d  S a d y  v .
yglpby...presented to the Court of appeals an
historic opportuity to reverse the irof i t icaf
inpingernent on the essential indepen-clence and
integrity of the judiciary, whicl i  would have
promoted jud ic ia l  se lect ion on rner i t ,  not
par ty  labeIs.  In  so doing,  the Cour t  would
have fulf i l led the intent of the framers of
our State Constitut ion--who rneant what they
said when they gave r the people!  o f  New york
the right to vote for their Supreme Court,
Surrogate, and County Court judges. fnstead,
the Court of Appeals abandoned 'the peoplei
of  th is  State to  the manipulat i6ns of
pol i t ic ians who see the voters,  Lo le funct ion
as  r to  be  a  rubber  s tampr .  These  po l i t i c i ans
have now got ten the rgo-aheadr-  f rom our
highest court that they cin freely comrnit thercr imes agains the f ranchiser  which the
Elect ion Law was designed to prevent .

The Court of Appeals' refusal to hear those
cases--af fect ing as they d id the l ives,
l iberty and fortunes of mil l ions of people in
this State--says more about that C-ourt, s
commitment to a quali ty judiciary and the
t rue adrn in is t ra t ion of  just ice-- tnan a l l  o f
i tq  publ ic  postur ing in  just i f icat ion of
Chief  Judge Wacht ler 's  current  1aw sui t
a g a i n s t  y o u . . . r l



G'

r wil l  be in the city tomorrow--and wilr drop off a copyletters in the late afternoon. should y-ou wisn 
-to

before then, 1et me know and Ir l l  fax them to you.

unl ike Mr-  orRourker  w€ do have f i Ies.  shourd you wishthen, we would be glad to share thern with y";.
devastat ing.

of those
see them

to review
They are

Warm regards.

EOnex_

P.S .  I r ve  wr i t t en  a  l e t t e r  t o
I r l l  a l so  de l i ve r  t o  you }P'r top man, Louis Boccardi, which

tomorrow.

i



/F'\sl

12A Wednesday, November 1& t99t t l t

e)SilHT,ewspapers
One Gatnctt Ihioc White pbitu, Ny I 0601

(9t1)691-93@

PUTNAil NEFORTER DISPATCH, THE STAR. lME
_crrrzgN REGrsrER, THE DArr,v newC. firif 

--
RrFoR'rER DrspATcH, THE oenv irrlri. ifr'rsrAN DARrlsrAR. TnE DArLy ARCii:s. 

-iirir

HERALD srATtsMAN, THE nrnv-tmEii

EDITORIAL BOAND
Eilitoria! Palc Eili&rMrLm-N Horrnen "oo*lfvH"r"*

6s1-sns nox prfir-r<i-'
Arc'ocbttEilddon

BARRY ABISCH, DAVID HARTLEY.
LAURIE NTKOT,SKI

.Praidcrnt otrd, Ptblirh.r GARY F. SHERII()CK
v.r. Ex&'trtatn E tat T LAWRENCB K BEAUPRE
--ScnbtMalqingEditorJANETftCtrt-tl-r,ifr..

n drnghq Eititorl Ailm. EVELYN MCCORMACK

O'Rourke's chances for judge 1 i n 4-r-

W e s t . c h e s t e r  C o u n t y  l l x e e u t i v e
Andrcw P. O'ltourke's ;iroposed 1993
budget released over the iveekend ii
more than just a financial doeument, it
is  a pol i t ica l  one as wel l .  I t  is  more than
just a budget to stand on. It is a budget
to run on.

You didn't have to delve verv deenlv
into O'Rourke 's  two- inch th ick mi in
budget  document  to f ind the pol i t ica l
message. There it was right in the open-
ing sentence:

Nixon anr l  ( iera l< l  Forr l .  Moyrr ihan look
of l ice at  the same t ime I )enr<r"r :nt i i ,
Pre-s ident  . l immy Carter  mover l  in to the
Wlr i te  I Iouse.  Moynihan anr l  ( 'ar ter
could have had a judge-nominal ion mo_
nopoly,  but  Moynihan establ is l red a b i -
partisan poliey allowing Javits to rec-
ommend one of every fotrr nominees.
Moynihan said that  no pol i t ica l  par ty
shoukl have a monopofy on iurrieldr
appointments.

When he eame into offiee with Re_
pul l l iean President  Ronald Reagan in
l98l ,  D 'Amato reta ined the pol i 'cy.  l Ie
got to recommend three of every four
judges,  and Moynihan one ofevery four .

- -Thg_ pendulum now swings back to .
M_oynihan, who wil l get to sEtect ih.ee ,
of  the four .  But  the lact  l l 'Amato eei i
lo. select 25 percent of the judges teeni
a l ive the O'Rourke dream bf  Eet t ing io  ,
the federal beneh.

_  F o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,
O'Rourke must  l ike the odds he iJ
get t ing in  h is  county job.  In  a publ ic
opin ion pol l  taken last  month fo i  Can_ .
nett Suburban Newspapers, O'Rourke ,
was found to have a favorabie rating ol
4?.2 percent among Westehester volbrs
compared wi th an unfavorable rat ing of
27.1 percent .  I le t tcr  yet ,  52.4 pur&ni
approvc<l  of  the way the eounty was
managed and 2T.b pereent  d isappioved.

As a praet ica l  pol i t ic ian,  0 'Rourke
m^ost certainll '  realizes that staying in
office in White l)lains is a better plos- .pe-ct than expeeting a call from the
Wl r i l e  I I ouse .  l l r r t  t hbn ,  vo r r  en r r ' t  l t o  l oo
s r r re  t l r a t  Wh i te  I l ouse  phone  won ' l  r i ng  .f 'or  O'Rourke again.  ,

.Miltott lloffnmn is Erlitorial page
edit,or.

.. 
"The budget I present to you today is 7the seeond llo i^*-l"uv-inerease nurtset Tlte dgASiOn On

ij,:Hfi" l?;TJ;L"lJ.',ff:"ff;"lrldgeti r o, Rourke rests not so
rranslation: Not onty wiil he run for mUCh Witll B|LL CLintOnre-election next November on the fact Ithat two.straight b;Gt+";i"i'""0'iJ bUt With AL D,AmAtO.increase in the tax levy, O'Rourke prom-

ised voters that l3 d"yl gft.". next year's he stii l has a chance, a one-in_fourelection he plans to hold the rine on the .1ir".",'v"r',niirri."vtax levy for a third straight year. The riecisio,i on O,nourke,s appoint-o'Rourke certainly sounded rike ment to the fedeial court rests not sosomeone who is eoneentrating on ex- much with 
- 
o"tno".uti" p.usia"ni-"j"J

tending his service as county exeeutive Biil cli;ton b;i';ith D,Amato. .I.hat,s
another four years. I Ie is now hnishing ir" ."usu New york state.s .  senators,his l0th year and wi l l  have had almosi thanfs-to- i rre r"ui 'or Democrat ie sen.11 years in office next November when oaniel i,"t.i"L'"li"vnitlnn ona with thebudget time rolls arouncr again. But wiil eoncuruence and cooperation of ltepub_he still be here then? ., fi.i"- o ni"iir,"r,j"3 lormert anrt nur_
^.{ vcar ago, v_g,rv few peopre expected turecr i ,ti i, i;; 'ag.le"ment that takeso'Rourke to st i t t  be.hcre_t11s v 'ear ai  s 'me pori t i "a ' i  o". i i *nsnip oi i i "" i ' i ; ;budget time. Sen. Arfonse unmito naa fecrerai :rJi.iir '-J"l"ii io; ;y;i;;,"d:'i irecommended to President Bush that he pertains to ntew yorh state.appoint o 'Rourke as.a fecleral  judge, The pol icv-stales' i tot  t t"  New yorkand tsush did iust ^that, qqnai"nfi senator whole paitv o."rpies rhe whiteo'Rourke's name to the oemo'cratic-"onl f""J"' ;;"k"."";;trimmenrtations fortrol ler l  senate where. i t  ranguished in i t i ""  or; ; ; ; " f"* ;Jerar cr istr iet  courtthe . l r rr l i r : iary Comnri t tee wi[h sorro." i  vacancies.dozen others.
^.$or.t peopre now- berieve that tr#:t3'J?i1.,'l::t"X" ll;. ,li ' l l+[: ,i;o'Rourke's ehances qf gett ing to the to 1tt" t  t ime, Republ iean sen. Jacoirrederat bench dierr Nqii. a..iuifit frie iavits soi-f;;;;;;;"d ail the jurrge-defeat of Bush, a feilow hepubrican. nui .riipr-t3'-n";,,i l;";;";residents ltichard


