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NEW YORK STATE JUDGES

Two. weeks d9o, Governor Pataki announced his nomination of 26state court judges. Those norninations are the product of acompletely secret behind-closed-doors process.

Purportedly, the Governor reries on a rTemporary Judicialscreening commit tee"  to  rev iew th;  quar i f icat ions of  h isnominees. However, no inforrnation is p.r6f icfy 
-..r" i f .Uf" 

as to
!lt" Ternporary Judicial scre_ening conmitteers n6nbers, other thanits chairman--or_.the procedures- i !  "rpr"vr. we know--since wespent an extraordinary amount of tirne "-na 

-rnoney 
o.r.. the past sixmonths,  in  phone cal ls ,  faxes,  and le t ters  to  the Governorrsof f ice trying to get that inforrnation--att to no .rr. ir .

-o"r on-going aTd repeated . inquiries to the Governorrs officehave not been simpry academic. Two months d9o, rorlowing ;;;;;tin the New York L4w-Journar that the temporary Judiciar screeningconnittee was interviewing Judge rdanita' t;;- Newton forreappointnent to the court- of craimsr w€ reft seierar messagesfor the cornnittee with the Governor t s of f ice. Arthough hrenotif ied i t  that we had inforrnation beari"g-ia""r="ry upon JudgeNewtonrs judicial quarif ications, there was no forrow-up responsefrorn anyone. we then wrote to the GovernorrJ counser, by retterdated Apri l  29 , .  
j ,996, advising hirn of this """:r"=pJrr"" fron theTemporary Judic ia l  screening commit tee.  Tha preaic tauie

response, again, rras no response.

{or, Judge Juanita Bing Newton--whose unfitness hre sought todenonstrate for t!" renporary Judicial screening committee--isamong the Governor I s 26 nomineLs.

Hottever, the story doesnrt end there.

This week, the state senate confirmed some of these nonineet,following rrmockrr hearings. Next week there toiii be rmocktr
hearings as
inrnediately fol lowing. 

-arnong 
those who wil l  ue conrirmed: JudgeJuanita Bing Newton.

-_>
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what is the format for the rmockx hearings on the nominees, herdby the senate Judi.ciary comrnittee? rhe pubric is not permittedto particip?te. rt is-only allowed to observe while the membersof the conmittee purport to question the nominees.---

And, what of ouf objection to confirmation of Judge Newton__ofwhich we informed the senate ^Judiciary cornnitG uv ietter to itscounser dated April 18, 1996? - _That oppositi"", i6"i ing-on-;";;;Newtonrs betrayar of the public truit in haa-capacity as ajudicial nember of the l lew York state conmission on Judicialconduct, is, . i l  every respect, dispositive "i a;;-; ict that JudgeNewton is unfit for anv iuaiciaf oif ice.

However, the senate Judiciary committeers counsel has Justinformed us that he has not ma-de our retter oppo-itiol known tothe senate Judiciary cTrnrnittee rlo'l"r=, that he wilr notdistribute it to then, and that it is up to us to "oit.li-in"ffi
members of the senate Judiciary comrnitteL individu.iiy.

rn such fashion, the members of the senate Judiciary cornmitteeare prevented f  rom knowing about our substa-nt iar  . r ,asubstantiated opposition to Judge Newtonts confirmation anA f;;;dever.oping from it invaruable rines of questioning i i 
- i l ;

hearing--unress hre undertake the extrerneiy orr"roo=, t ime-consuming, and costry burden of communicatinj ' i"Ji.ria""iry 
-"itt,

them. such burden is even more onerous, coslry, and unfeasibreby virtue of the short-notice we have ueei' given of suchprocedure--which has no purpose other than to na*jft iropo="iuiefor the pubric to present opposition to judiciai-rrorirr""=.

Because of the. secrecy and deliberately-created difficulty inopposing a nomination, we berieve that ogr opposition to JudgeNewton marks the first tirne a gubernatorial iip"i"ir""t to thebench in this state has bgen chalrenged. c"ri i i"rv, it is thefirst t ine in the rife of the pataki a-clministration.-'

I{e intend to go.up to A}bany on l{onday and go door-to-door to thesenators' distrj-buting letters as to our slpeciric opposition a;the confirmation..of Judge Juanita Bing Hewtonr ds werr as ourprincipled opposition to aII of the coriernorts other nominationsbecause of the phantom nature of his Temporary Judicial s"""""i"gCommittee and its secretive procedures 
I

The confirmation trhearing[- on Judge Newtonrs nomination is thisTuesday, 9:30 a.m.--wi th the t r ro lorma senate conf i rmat ion voteIater that day.

Your coverage wilr not only make the difference--but witl open
!h" publicts eyes to thL self-interested .horse-trader injudgeships that goes on in Arbany--at the peoprers expense.

g)ana EI-<--
=sbsdlt/


