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September 7,L99l8

Eliot Spitzer, Esq.
6l I Broadway, Suite 202
New York, New York

TeL (914) 421-1200
Fax (914) 42&4994

E-Moil: judgMclr@olcom
Web sib: wn'wjudgmch.org

RE: Raising Electorally-Significant Iszues of Govemment Integrity
Wednesday. September 9th Debate of Candidates for the Democratic
Nomination for New York State Attorney General

Dear Mr. Spitzer:

As you know, on August 27,1997, the Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) ran a public
interest ad,"Reslraining 'Liars in the Courtroom'antd on the Public Poyrolf'GD(IJ, pp. 3-4),
describing how Attorney General Vacco had defended state judges and the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct, sued for com.rption: he had engaged in litigation misconduct, including fraud,
which was being covered up by the courts, both state and federal.

By then" you had already "embarked on a campaign to be elected Attorney General of the State of
New York" (your 6/17197 solicitation ltr). It was for that reason that I telephoned you -- to alert you
to CJA's ad, detailing Mr. Vacco's in-office misconduct, covering up state judicial comrption and
the comrption of the judicial process. You returned my phone call and we spoke briefly about it.

The ad also refers to the similar misconduct ofMr. Vacco's predecessor Attorneys General, including
G. Oliver Koppell, in an Article 78 proceeding against judges of the Appellate Division, Second
Department. This was not the first you learned of Mr. Koppell's in-office misconduct in defending
against that Article proceeding. Back in 1994, during your first bid for the Democratic nomination
for Attorney Gened in which you were competing against Mr. Koppell, we hand-delivered a copy
of the Article 78 file to you. A copy of CJA's August 8, 1994 coverletter to you is enclosed, as is
a copy of the receipt reflecting your return of the file to us the following month.

We have now e-mailed a question to the law.Ioufna! for Wednesday morning's debate at the City
Bar. That question asks why the transcending issues of state judicial corruption and complicity
therein by Attorney General Vacco, as well as by Attorney General Koppell, as presented by
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"Restraining 'Liars "' and by CJA's prior ad, referred to thereiq "lllhere Do you Go l{hen Judges
Break tlv L41,?'GDff, 10126194, OtrEd page ad; ID(IJ, lltllg4, p. 9) have not been raised by any
of the would-be candidates for the Democratic nomination for Attorney General. We have also
informed the Law Journal that we would give notice of our question to the four candidates.

This letter consitutes notice to you. Should you wish to see the files of the other two cases referred
to in the ad -- our Article 78 proceeding against the State Commission on Judicial Conduct and the
1983 federal action, inwtrich Mr. Koppell is a party defendant, we will readily provide them to you.
Irt there be no doubt but that Mr. Vacco's misconduct thereirl ifexposed, would not only defeaf him
electorally - but result in his criminal indictment and disbarment. Likewise, if IvIr. Koppell's
misconduct were exposed.

finalb, we enclose a copy of the e-mail notice we sent to Mr. Koppell on Friday, September 4tlq as
is a copy of "Restraining 'Liars in the Courtroom' and on the Pubtic Pcyroll'. Also enclosed is"\Y'|rere Do You Go l(Ipn Judges Break the Law?"-- which, in the days before the general electiorl
raised the comrption issue ilrat both Mr. Vacco, then the Republican candidate for Attorney General,
and Karen Bursteirq his Democratic counterpart, were concealing. Like yoursel{, each had been
furnished copies ofthe Article 78 file relative to Mr. Koppell's complicity in state judicial comrption.

Yours for a quality judiciary
and for an Attorney General worthy of being *the people's Lawye/,

SYene <tqLW
ELENA RL.[H SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Enclosures
cc: New York Law Journal

Association of the Bar of the City ofNew york
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BY HAND

August  8 ,  l -994

EIiot Spitzer for Attorney General
52 Vanderbil t  Avenue
New York, New york 1OOl7

ATT: John Zaubler, Campalgn Manager

Dear  Mr ,  Zaub le r :

As d iscussed,  we of  fer  .yr . .  sp i tzer  a most  ext raord inaryopportunity to denonstrate that c.- oliver Kopperl--i;-;G-;;i; i
tenure as our statefs highest regal officef-^-h;; betrayed thepubric trust by a knowing_ cover-up of iualcrai-lorr.rption forhis own pr lvate gain and sLl f - inter6st .

From the t ime. Mr.  Koppetr  assumed of f ice Ln January,  we not i f iedhirn that  a najor.  scandal ,  -akin to a " judictar-  i l i ; ; ;1t" , , ,  existed
il. the Appelrate Dlvlslon, second Departrnent and that theAttorney Generals offrce was in conpri. irtv wrin I cover-up bythe judges of that court.

our correspondenee--eonsistlng of a dozen separate letters to Mr.Kopperr  personal lv and to c lo iest  members of  h is extcut ive ;4. ; ; -- is  annexed to ny mother,s subnisslons to the court- ; ; - i ld; i ; i .They have to be read to be believed--as do the underlyingd isc ip r inary  f i les  under  A .  D.  #90-00315,  wh ich  were  hand-del ivered to {r . .  Koppel l  gn March B, Lgg4 (Supp. Exh. ,7r) ,  andidentif ied to hirn aJ constituting | 
'

f rpr ima-- facie, i f  not eoncrusr-ve, evr.dence
:|1.:_-Lhl-t  ,  judicial  cl lents have wi irurry
mtsused the i r  o f f ice as par t  o f  an on_goin!
cr iminal  conspi racy to  use the cor l r t  I  s
d i s c i p l . i n a r y  p o h r e r s  f o r  u l t e r i o r  a n d
l9!?_f  l1 lo ty  purposes, f  .  (supp.  Exh.  l |4 , ,  o
2 / 6 / 9 4  l t r ,  a t  p .  2 , ) .

I  see Mr.
supp.  Exhs .  t t z t t ,
7/L9/94 Reargument

:gLrwa+?r 3/L4/94 ttr to the Court of Appeats:"_7 " - r  
-  

f f 5 l l r  " 6 t t  
r  - - - 7 -_ ' - ' ,  - - t t 8 t t ,  

t t p t t r  a "a  aV  n ro thg r r s
Mot ion:  EXhS. f rgrr ,  l fNr l  

,  t rg t t ,  npf f ,  t r -R. l t  . - - -
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we would be pleased to provide Mr. spitzer with an exact copy ofthe fi les we furnished Lo ur. l{oppeli2 ;;-t i i i t"n!""Lr, verify forhimself that what he has beroie hirn is 
-i-;; j ;; 'governmentar

scandar,  whl-ch courd--and shourd--end Mr.  xoppetf fs c inaraict : - - -

As you wlrr see from the papers transmitted herewith, Drr. Koppellhas taken the positlon 
- 

in the court of app"ir" that it isFerfect ly proper for  h is Judlc ia l  ct ients,  th;  j "=t f"""  "F tn"Appel late Div is ion,  second _.Department,  to nive aecrala ; ;rnother I s Articre- 78 proceedingi against thern--and that thereshould be no Tlgnt of_ appelrat6 re-view from the aeclston ;i i i ;;they, predictably, nade i; their ohrn favor, qranting the motionof their own attorney, the attornefTeneral, '  t-o dismiss.

such posltlon, whlch I{r. Kopperr has advanced wrthout anv regalauthor i ty,  and which is cont l i ry to . ruaic iary i . ; ; ; ,  as wel l  ascontrorl ing decisional raw and the most uaJic jucii], iar 
-"""ir i"I

of  interest  ru les,  is  nore than fr ivolous and fn bad fat th.  r t
Kopperr has destroyed the vgry 

-foundadion 
on rnr"n-onr i"hi"iuiprocess rests: a fair and. impartial tr ibunal and has subvertedthe Art ic le 7g vehic le designed to ensure i t .

T" ' -  Koppel l - -put . . tP any pubr ic debate--courd not defend such anindefensible posi t ion.  
-  

r t  wourd be devastat ing ?oi  Mr.  Koppel l ,a Harvard Law graduate, to be c_halrenged on t-ne suuject by-M;:spitzer, another Harvard Law graduate, twenty years nr-s iunrt"l- '
Nor could {oppgl l  just i fy his fa i lure to review the f i resunder A.D- #go-oorrs whlch we -provided him and nG countenancingaf ,  and part ic ipat ion in,  outr ignt  l les-31a mf-r"pi"="rr tat i ; ; ; - ; i
h is staf f  counser about the conient of  r i ree in; t -h; ;  never read.
rssues of  documented Judtcrar corruptron and the comprlcr ty ofMr- Koppel l ,  ds Attorney General ,  ca-n readi ly ue-graspea by theaverage voter. The pubric wil l be right'fulty 

- 
ou€rag"a- unaincensed by what has transpired under Mr.  koppet l - ts stewardship.such issues wi l l  e lectr i fy th".  pubrtc and hake the race forAttorney General 'the most Lxcittn| snow in town"-.

rnasmuch as 'crimeff has emerged as a focal issue of the campaign,Mr.  spi tzer has a unique oppbrtuni tv to show that he, unl ike Mr.Koppelr ,  wirr  not  use the brr ice o-r  At torney C"""r"r  to shletdcr iminars in th."  judic iary f rom rnvest igat t in 
- ; i l -  

prosecut ion.People wi l l  be impressed t l " ! ,  -y_oung as he is,  Mr.  spi tzer is acourageous candidate,  not  behol-den 
- to 

the poi i t icar machine of
;:.1:;.S;:." 

and ready to clean or, 
-jorernnentat 

house from top

See fnventory annexed to Supp.  Exh.  r7r .
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As the record in the Article
Mr .  KoppeI I ,  fo r  a I I  h is
integrity in governnent, hasrrold boysrr network, whicir has

78 ̂ proceeding unequivocally shows,
professed concern for ethics unO

proven himself to be part of the
corrupted government.

Yours for  a qual i ty judlctary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, CoordLnator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty

_Assembly Judiciary
Ietter and received

For your Lnfornati.on, r enclose my notherrs Martlndale-Hubberr  raw l is t ing.  r  wourd fur ther  add that  in1989,  she yras e lected a Fel row of  the Arner ican BarFoundation--an honor reserved for ress than one-thirdof  one percent  o f  the pract ic ing bar  o i  eacn state.

DI^S/er

Encrosures:  (3) L/24/94 DLs'  Jur isdict ionar statement
(bl  2/LL/94 let ter  of  At torney General
(g l  3 /L4 /94  le t te r  o f  Evan sc l rwar tz , - i "e .
(dl  7/19/94 DLSr Reargument Mot l .on
(") 8/4/94 'Memorandurn of Lawrr of Attorney Generar
( f )  8 /7 /e4  DLs '  A f f idav i r  in  Repty
(g) Mart indare-Hubberrrs r ,aw Dir ic lory r ist ing

P's '  My notherrs october 24, 1991 let ter  to Governor cuomo,calring fo.t the appointrnent of a special proEJrrtorJ--which
r faxed . to you earr.ier today--is nxniuit rrK, to herReargument Motion. The Decembe-r L1.., L993 New york Timeslarticle reporting ly confrontation witn ttre c-frrnor on thatsubject--which r  ar io faxed to you-- is enclosed herewith.

3 Mr. Koppell, then Chairrnan of thecommittee, was an indicated recipi""i "i that
numerous copies of it from us ovLr the years.
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