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Brief
lack$eceives High Support for Court Appdlntnent :,state senator ram& r. Laiciq [-suf ror k, ves t;fr'"t6il;; bef ore theJudlclary commrttee he:btrati's u"a rL"."r"J.the panels unanrmoussupport^forappolntnlent to the Court of Clalms. [ i. t.a"t,;iili;i;;
lng.!!" Ser,rajg at the end of thg year, wasiecenUy ";;;;i; i;;;;Judlciary by Governor GeorgeE. pata*. At theilffi;;;;;;il;
atid on the senate floor, rawr-"ikers t "* u"tir-p"rtes praised Mr. Lack,sinteltigence, diltgence ana unaeistana;;;iGd ilercfi;;'ffi[il_I tlve branches. The fuil senatecontrrmealtrl nomrna'onrin;;il-
mous. vote foflgylng an hour of laudatory speeches. fneie was nomentlon of a hrghly publicrzed matter Iasi vear, when Mr. L""L *.,lnvolved In a road rage incldent for whlch f,6 f,as upofogll"J. 

-,' ":"

Ipave Denied in same-sex child vrcitation Rieht$ caseThe Court of Afpeats vo.t9r.a1y..i,1;&i6'tie:r;-#ffTra rulngthat overtdrned the frrst decbr6n h ttewvdrtcgranttng child vrsrtafion
ligh,rq fn a _saqresex retatronstrif. i uitti'ir,nnis C., y_t926/99, the
fyg,e.tf ate O$sbh, lecona Oep*.t-"nt, ii"""ri"G1,'ir"ij i;rri;; til;a woman who assrsted her partnbr-rn raistng t n i .tiitar"n nus i'" J"-itatton -rtghts. The ruring overturned westch&t"i county iiliiivcoui. Judge Joan O. Cooney who had held that Janls C. had U'""J;",";;IV_chologlcat parent" and vrsrtation wasi" ir," "[rlar".t-u."ilil"ii::
Itlilonas.Named to State Board of law Examlners
E tr" Mrlonas - a rongtme fudge who "";*J;;lief admrnritia-uve judge and rs now a partner at einsuurvwihtil;-ilil;il;;
of the-Assoclatlon of the Bar of ttre Citv if New york: -h;;il;;

r Parhed q member oI the-New yorL Stut" ii"*d of Lhw Examil;;;ii;:
Ylllll^ F:..* :.y, 1'aee; o n i h e New vo r t-c i tv c ir ;ii"i'i " ii,: ")upreme uourt lusilce and a Justice of the Appellate Divlsion, i#"i:Department. rie btrarred tne b';;in;; i;"b,"-ine l..awyer conduct
l1|{atylmonral Actions (the io-carred Muonas bommrit*> i, igg:i;jl993,.and cdriently.s,erves on the commGiton "; i;;i6,"i'Iri;ilil-ilon, the Governor's Judicrat screen ing commtttee rrrirrJhr;ii'ri'i_
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Review ofJury
Challengd Is
Eg.{!vJudgeLetter t
BY JOHII CAHER

AIBAI.IY - The ilmehonored but
muchquestioned peremptory chal_
tenge system came under attack frbm
the Courtof Appeals once agan yls-
l"r93y: when Judge Georg6 nunay
Smlth joined at least slx c-urrent o-r
former members ol the Court who
have urged the Leglslature to look
anew at a process crlucs say per_
petuates raclal dtscrlmlnafl on.

Although fu1the cases declded yes_
terday, the Court rejected on nario*
preservatlon grounds socalled gat_
son challenges, which provlde an
opportunity to quesilon whether the
prosecutlon ls explolilng perempto.
rles to racially stack a Jury, the Court
condemned.racial discrlmlnatlon ln,
jury selectlon as a "plague" 

to the
,uOlClal s)rstem.

- Additloaally, In a footnote, Judge
Smith said heJoins "wlth those meilr_
bers of this-Court, past and present,
wno urge the Leglslature to take a
hard- look at the lssue of peremptory
challenges."

- Courts in Newyorkandelserflhere
have repeatedly grappled wlth the
tssue slnce the U.S. Supreme Court
rn Eatson u. Kentuchy,4Z6 US ?g
(1986), condemned the practlce of
lflnS pereqrptories to o(ctude poten-
Ual lurors becab3e of thelr rice. In
Batson, the Supreme Court endorsed
an Inquiry process where an advo-

C0nfinu66oo *t ,

Inuryers Say New

BY TATARA LOOTIS
:

I-AWYERSARE up in arm
posed by the Secur-itles anr
theyclalm wlll forcethem tr

Accordlng to a dralt of a I
law Journal; some 75 of th
lncludlng about 20 New yor
thelr concern" wlth the SE(

The effort ls belngspearh,
partner Wllllam J. Wllliams
that the letter wlll be subm
agency ls taklng publlc com

The rules wlll lmplement
Oxley Act, the sweeplng ne
was Slgned Into law In Augu

Under SarbanesOdey, tir
requlrlng lawyers "to rlpor
latlon of securlfles law; to
counsel. lf the generql cour
prlately respond," lawybrs
dence to the company's audi
of dlrectors.

The deadllne for the flnal

of a windfalt appoHuJ* tir' ;
lalr'yers,".sald Edward H. FIe

.. The act ltself gave many la
it was passed. Unhappy wlt
members being regulated b1
lcan Bar Assoclatlon trled i
lawyer dlsclosure provlslons
guldelines.

lyt to-the bar's dismay, t
on Nov. 6 stretched the dls
bqlond what was contempli

fiie SEC ttsetf admtttedln
posal Incorporated "seveial :
frqm legal commentators an

.The agi:ncy also said lt w
vlew" of who ls,Subject to t
and outslde counsel, and evr
l n s t a h c e $ . i  i '  " . i .

"Therdis 
at i"a"t u hint thr'ln- thqSEC are bourid aria d.et

Fle'Itlssbfi€f aild seiiior toUrisi
Llnklaters,one of the slgnato"The SEC is taking a's[aiili'b
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