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May 17,2004

Kris Fischer, Editor-in-Chief
New York Law Journal
345 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10010

RE: Letter to the Editor

Dear Ms. Fisher:

As discussed, enclosed is my Letter to the Editor, "The Docuntented Facts,,, which,
exclusive of the title, is 592 words (327 | characters w/o spaces ,3Sg2characters *7 spaces).
In preparing it, I have been guided by the length of my last published Letter, which the Law
Journal entitled, "No Justrfication for Process's Secrecy" (1124/96). Untitled it was 617
words (3236 characters w/o spaces, 3855 characters w/ spaces).

Please advise

Thank you.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€Qaa@fl-H
Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordintor
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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To the Editor
THE DOCUMENTED FACTS

Last month, an impoftant case in which I was the criminal defendant went to trial in
Washington. At issue was what took place at the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee's May
22,2003 public hearing to confrrm President Bush's nomination of New York Court of
Appeals Judge Richard C. wesley to the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.

Although a lengthy front-page article appeared in Legal Times, owned by the same
parent company as owns the New York Law Journal, the Law Journal did not run it.
Instead, it ran a scurrilous front-page "News in Brief item, "Sas sower Faces Charges of
DisruptingCongress" (41I2),whose most false and defamatory assertion is directlyt n teO
by the Legal Times article.

According to the Law Journal item, I both "spoke out" and "was arrested for
attempting to speak during the confirmation hearing without being invited to do so". It then
continues "She contends she simply wanted to speak her mind...".

No sane professional would "contend[] she simply wanted to speak her mind" - a
portrayal reinforcing the item's denigrating opening description that I have "made a career
of challenging alleged comrption in New York courts". The inference is that I am
pursuing, in an individual capacity, "alleged" con'uption that may be only "in my mind',.

Conspicuously omitted - as likewise from the fi'ont-page "News in Brief item,"Sqssower Found Guilty of Disrupting Congress" (4121) - are my professional title and
organizational affiliation. No editorializing was needed for the Law journal to plainly state
that I am coordinator and co-founder of the Center for Judicial Accoturtability, inc. (CJA)-
a national, non-partisan, non-profit citizens' organization.

For more than a decade, CJA has been documenting the dysfunction, politicization,
and comrption of the closed-door processes ofjudicial selection and disciplini Uy advocary
that is scrupulously evidence-based. Indeed, upon President Bush's nomination of Judge
Wesley, I personally prepared a fact-specific March 26, 2003 written statement
particularizing the case-file evidence establishing Judge Wesley's comrption on the New
York Court of Appeals in two major public interest cases, resulting irrvast, irreparable
injury to the People of New York. I then hand-delivered this statement - including the
substantiating case-file documents -- to the American Bar Association and Association of
the Bar of the City of New York, to Senators Schumer and Clinton, and to the Senate
Judiciary Committee. None made any findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect
thereto. Nor did they - or Judge Wesley, to whorn I sent a copy of the statement -- ever
deny or dispute its accuracy in any respect.



As to what I "contend" I said and did at the Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, the
Legal Times got it right:

"According to Sassower, she read fiom a prepared statement:'Mr. chairman, there's citizen opposition to Judge wesleybased
on his documented conuption as a New yor* court of Appeals
judge. May I testify?"

Judge Wesley's "documented corruption" - covered up by the bar associations,
Senators Schumer, Clinton, and the Senate Judiciary Committee, among others -- is a majoi
political scandal, yet to be reported. Its explosive ramifications *ould righfully aerait
Senator Schumer's re-election campaign and Senator Clilton's talked-aboui frt*.
candidacy for president. Foftunately, readers do not have to rely on the Law Journal, but
can veriff this for themselves. The substantiating prirnaly soru'ce documents-in.tuOingth.
unrefuted and inefutable March26,2003 statement - are posted on the homepage of CjA's
website, wwwiudgetvatch.org, under the heading "Paper Trail Documentingtire Comrption
of Federal Judicial Selection/Confirmation and the 'Disruption of Congress' Case it
Spawned".

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)
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Letter to the Editor

Subject: Letter to the Editor
Date: 511712004, 1 1:37 AM

From: Elena Ruth Sassower <iudgewatchers@aol.com>

To : kfischer@am law. com
Organization: Center for Judicial Accountabil ity, lnc.

TO: Kris Fischer, Editor-in-Chief
New York Law Journal

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RE: Letter to the Editor

Attached is my already-faxed Letter to the Editor,

Thank you.

El s-rz-oq-[r-edno

" The Docu mented Facfs".
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