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NINTII JUDICTAI, COI{I{ITTEE

Box 7O, Gedney Station
tNhite Plains, New york 10605-0070

Te le :  (914 )  e97 -B1 .os  /  Fax :  (914 )  684 -6554
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DATE

TO:

TIME

Will ian Glaberson
THE NEW YORK TII{ES

949-26t3
FAX NTIMBER:

This fax consists of a
cover sheet. I f  you
pages,  o t  i f  there is
c a I I  ( e 1 4 )  9 9 7 - 8 1 0 s .

total of pages, including this
do not receive the indicated number of
a question as to the transmittal, please

Elena Ruth Sassower, Coordinator
FROM:

MESSAGE:

Dear l lr .  Glaberson:

Since you expressed surprise that I was a hebrew school teacher--
you clearly overlooked the Profite appearing at the end of our
crit igue. rt is being faxed herewith in the hope that you wirl
reconsider the hosti le feel ings you demonstrated when you asked
fr€, the f irst t ime we met, whether I was related to tt the attorney
Sassowerrr .

Perhapi l-n the New Year you wilr put aside your angry
prejudicies--and consider our cri t igue objectively.

&ag.-<.
€c.$sd?raf



PROFILE

NrNTH JUDTCTAL col{urrrEE is an unfunded citizensr group of
lawyers and raypeople dedicated to a quali ty judiciary. rt  was
founded in  l -989.by Er i .v ig l iano,  Esq. ,  in  response to tne t rad ing
of state court judgeships by the major party leaders in the Ninth
Judicial Distr ict of New York. The Ninth Judicial Couunittee has
since spearheaded two state court cases challenging the poli t ical
contro l  o f  jud ic ia l  nominat ions:  Castracan v.  Colav i tJ  in  1990
and sady v. Munrhy in r99L. The odyssey of those two cases in
the state courts v/as outlined in a recent letter to Governor
Cuomors Task Force on Judicial Diversity (annexed as Ex. ryn to
the Committeers submission). The related federal case of Maxey
v. schaeffer is presentry pending in the Federar court of the
Southern Distr ict of New york.

DoRIs L. SASSOWER, Director of the Ninth Judicial Committee, is a
cum laude graduate of New York University Law School, where she
was a Florence A1len Scholar (named for the f irst woman to serve
as a chief Judge of a federal appeals court). Forrowing her
adrnission to the bar in l-955, she was appointed, in l-95G, to work
for one of the foremost champions of court reform--Arthur T.
Vanderbilt, then Chief Justice of the Suprerne Court of the State
of New Jersey, for whom she worked untir his death in Lgs7.

Returning to private practice (in which she remained for tnore
tfan thirty-f ive years), she continued her interest in inproving
the guali ty of the judiciary as President of the New york Wonen,i
Bar Association from l-968-69 and became a leader of the womenrs
rights movement before there lvas a recognized rrmovementrt. She
actively promoted the importance of increasing the number of
women in the legaI profession and on the bench, a subject on
which she spoke before the National Conference of Bar prel idents
in l-959--the f irst woman ever to address that body.

o

rn L97o, she became President of phi Beta Kappa Alumnae in
York, and in L97r, she represented the New york vfomenrs
Associat ion on one of  the earr iest  jud ic ia l  screening paners
up in New York county. An article which she wrote about
experience, expressing her views about the varue of
nomination screening, was published on the front page of the
York Law Journal on october 22, L97L. Thereaftei, the New
State Bar Association invited her to become the f irst woman
member of i ts Judiciary Committee.

rn that capacity, she served for eight years--in which she spent
hundreds of hours, pro bono, interviewing candidates for the New
York state court of Appeals, the Apperrate Division of the New
York Supreme Court, and the state Court of Claims.
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A Fellow of the Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and winner of
numerous awards, in Lg73 she was named by the American Bar
Association as i ts f irst woman Chair of the National Association
of  Lawyers and soc iar  workers.  rn  t -991,  the Nat ionar
organization for Women gave her a Special Anard in recognit ion of
her work on legislat ive reform of New Yorkrs divorce l iw and for
her rroutstanding efforts on behalf of women and children in the
area of Family Lawrr.

In June 1-989, she was honored by election to the Fellows of the
American Bar Foundation, rran honor reserved for less than one-
third of one percent of the practicing bar in each statei l ,
awarded rrto lawyers whose professionar, public, and private
careers have demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare
of their communities and to the objectives of the Arnerican Bar
A s s o c i a t i o n . . . r r .

In L99or is pro bono counsel to the NINTH JttDIcrAL couMr'IlrBB,
she brought the lawsuit of castra_can v. coravita, to chalrenge
the nanipuration of state court judgeships by porit icar par€y
bosses--which was disrnissed without an adjudication on- th6
mer i ts .

on June L4, 199L, she hras suspended from the practice of raw
innel ia te ly ,  indef in i te ly ,  uncondi t ionar ly- -and wi thout  any
hearing--f ive days after The New york t imes reported hei
intention to take the castracan case to the court or Appears.
This has not si lenced her from speaking forcefurry ;;  the
cr i t icar  issues of  re fonn of  the jud ic ia l  serect ion process.

The within submission by her as Director of the Ninth Judicial
Committee reflects her continuing comrnitment to the fundarnental
democratic principles involved.

ELENA RurH sAssowER, coordinator of the Ninth Judiclal
committee, is the daughter o_f Doris L. sassower. she is also the
daughter of George sassowerl, a rawyer for nearly 40 years, who
paid an even more exorbitant price than her rnothei for his
courage. in standing up to--and speaking out against--the
corruption of our judicial system.

rn Jury L974 when she hras L8 years ord, Elena sassower was
featured by the news media who made guite a fuss over the fact
that  she hras the t r f i rs t  on r ine,  to  hear  the case of  u .s .  v .
Richard Nixon at the supreme court. Her photograph nofinS
appeared on the front page of the July B, tg74 issue of The Nei
York Times, but news iterns about her were carried as far as ttre
front-page of the Bankok World. She hopes that the substantive
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issues documented by the within subnission wil l  receive no less
media coverage--since they deserve far more.

$lhen not working, re bono, on behalf of the Ninth JudicLal
cornmittee, Erena sassower is a Hebrew schoor teacher.
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DORIS L. SASSOWER, P,C,
vEsrcHEsrER FrN Axci tt ctnrm

50 MAIN STREET
WHNE PLAINS, NEW YORK 1U606.

Telephoa c: 9 I 1 -68 2_2W I
Oihcr -Whttc Plolns O!fice: 283 lloundvlcw.Avcnuc. Tclephonc:

9t+9n-t677.
Ilqdnoglg!, Real F,stare,'.CommerciaL Coryorute, Tnrts dnd
Estatcs, Clvll Rights.

.^P^oRrs. I1.. IAssowER, !gq,Nlo, york, N.y., $cptcmocr 23,
1932; a_d_mittcd to bar, 1955, Ncw york; tSet, U,S. Suprcmc
C.oxrt, U.S. Claims Court, U.S. Court.of 

'Militaiy 
eppirti. "na

U-S- Court of lnrcrnarional Tradc. Educaiion: nr6olii,li.Coftege
(8.A., summa cum laudc, 1954); Ncw,york UnivcrsityiJ.D., cum
laudc,,l955). Phi Bcra Kappa. Florcn& ett"r5"tof"i].I-"w a.sig-
lln_t: ,.q.-S: Atttorney's Officc, .Sourhern Disirict ol New york,
-l95rl-1955; Orief Justioe Arthui T. Vanderbilt, Supreme Court of
Ncw _J_ersey, 195e1957.. Presidcnt, phi Bcta Kapba Alumnae rn
Ncw York, _197G71, Prcsrdent, New york Wo.e'nts tiri-As'r""i"-
,,1?-11 | lo.ul9y, . P,Tc8idcnt, -Lawycr!'.,Group of Drooklyn College
Arumni _43!octrtion, 1963-55. Rcclplcnt: Distinguishid Woman
Award,-Northwood Institutc, Midland, Michigan, 1976. Soccial
Awa-rd -[o-r-outllanding 

rchicvcmcntr on bchalf of wonrci and
chatdrcn," Nstionol Organizstion for.Women_NyS, lggl: New
{oI[ !vg!rle_n'. lporlr Arsociation Award .as:chamDion 

oiccual
n8n-ts,- _l9Et, Dirtinguhhcd, Alumna_ Award, Brooklyn Colligc,
!?73._ Nqmcd Outstrnding Young,Woman "t nmcriia, Staic-oi
Ncw Yorl, 1969, Nominat-ed as cirididatc toi N.J'Vi,il io"rt of
ipp.{q, 1972._Columnist: fFeminigm rna tlc Lw) ana fr,iem.
bcr,- Editorial Bolrd, Woman'g Lifc Magazine, 

- 
iS'S i-'1,u'tlior,

Pgof B""iql, Sepamtton Agreements ow! Ii,Iarttai ciit*ii-iri^t
Mlgianc,-Octobcr, .l9E7 ; Support Handbook. ABA Journal, Oct-
oqcr, .lyuo; Anatomy of a Settlemcnt ASrccmcnt Divorcc Law
tsducaion .Iry.!ity-!g I 982 .'Climax of. a Cuirody Cace,,' Lttieation,
s.u:nTcr, 1982; 'Finding i Divorce Lawycr yori can Trust,:-Scar"-
dolc Inguirer, May 2O-1982. .Ir Tbis Any {v"v io nrin lii,-ii*.
tlron-r .American Bor Atsochtlon Journal, August, l9g0; Thc Dic;
posable -Parc-nt: Thc Casc foi Joint Custdy,', Triai 1 M;;;zinc,
Apiil, 1980._'Marriagd in Turmoil, Thc Lawiei ", Ob.l.ii,Elour-

it{. j{ii#i,_*f*?lilu, je:-_sii:kry;'",'#"'ir,1i
Know.It whcd You fu. 11,'Amc.rlcan-Bor Associatlon Sectlon o!
k!!"!y:!, Rtghts and Responslbtltttet--Ner[r.i, Sur;",1"ifi 6-Jcr 

Lriscnminatlon end Thc Law,. jVy llomen's l/eeh Novcmbert, 19?6.; "Womcn, Power and the L,aw,. l^,rrtion Coi )i-iiiitjonJ.oumol, !,ray, !sr6;-i!!r9 orbf tujrrcc *"iJ "-n.J-oi;ir,.
!yo-t.n?n In_!he, Ycar 20oo,1AibotlHoure, 1974; ,Women and thcJudrcrary: undolnt the Law ol thc cr6tof,, Juillcature, February,I 974 ;.'Prostitution Rcvicw,' J ut6 2a;;tor,'.F cbririry, i 9Ja, 

-.;L*
Fault' Divorcc rnd Womcn's rropcrty;ti.i!htl,,- *7i-ii| inrc.Bor Journal,_Novanrbcr, t973; .trliritai stdJi,iitf bi"oi*'bo"u,Parr,' Juni Doctor, Aptil,, | 923;'Womcn-r Ri gha; .i"' iii;i;Eor,c tion,' cumnt, Novimbcr, t c?z; "womcn in? ai,; il;;Th. U".finished-Revolution,' Human nigho Fatt,,isti; li,i.triroii"f
Law Rcform: ^Equal property Rtgtitr ti,, wd.*,"-rvri'Vi)i'iL,e
ttar Joumal Qctober, 1972, Tudicial Selcction panels: An Excr-
g!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!�-sg in Furitity?", Ncw york l4y-Joymglr,OctoUii ii, tittt'lilomen In the l-aw: Thc Sccond Hundrcd yciii,a-imertiai'nar
Aswlarlon Journal, Agril, l9?l; Thc noic oi lawvirii; \t;-
en'r Libcration,' Ncw to* Law'Journal, DccembglSo,liioi ir,"l,cgal Rightr of profcsrional Women,,'Conrcniirii Eiii"tir ,February, ! 9]_2; lilomen. anA the I_cgfu f ro'f"i,i'on,; Srrarni ii*yelJolrltat: Novcmbcr, l9l0; \Mom-n in the piofesslons," fom-ett Rote tn contemporory Soctety,1972; The L,cgal.profession
and Womcn's Righti," .Rurgers u" n"iiew, iai,.iszdi;wi,;r,
Wrong With Womcn Lawycrs?',, Trial Malazine, October-
Novcmbcr, l96E. Addres to:,Thc National C6nfercncc of Bar
Prcsidcnts, Congrcsrional Rcord, Vol. lt5, No,.24 E 815.6, Fcb.
rqary 5, 1969; The New York Womens Bar Agsociation, Contrcs-
rional Record, Vol. ll4, No. E5267.8, June ll, 1968. Direitor:
Ncw-Y,ork Univcrsity [,aw Alumni Association, 1974: tnterna-
tional Institute of Women Studies,. l97ll lnstitute on'Women's
Wrongs, 1973; Exccutiic Woman, 1973,'Co.organizer, National
Confercncl of Professional and Academic Wome-n, t97d. Founder
and Special Consultant,' Professional,Womcn's Caucus, 1970
Trustcc, Suprcme Court !,ibraiy, Whitc Plains, New york, bv ao-
pointm-ent of Govcrnor'Carey, l9t7-1986 (Chair, tSfZ-t9A6).
Elec-tcd-Dclcgat-e, Whitc llouse Cdnference on Small Dusinss,
1986, Membcr, Pancl ol Arbitrators, American Arbitration Asso-
cialion. Member: fic Asrociation of Trial tawyers of America;
Thc Arrociation ol the Bar of thc City of New york: Westchesrer
'�o].n1V.,, w"y York.Ststc (Mem_ber; J-udicial. Selccrion Committce;
lrgisfetlvc Committe, Family Law Section), Fcderal and Amen-
cen (ABA Chair, National Conference o[ Lawyers ind Social
wgtlgrs, 1973-1974; Member, Sections on: Famiiy Law: Individ-
:T!-Rlqhl. and.Rcsponsibiliria Commirtee on Rilhts of Women;
1982; Litigstion) Bar Associations; New york Staii Trial Lawyers
A-ssociationi American Judioturc Society; National Associatioi of
Womcn L:wycrs (Official Observdr to t[; U.N.; l9o9-1920): Con-
s,ular l.lw Socicty; Roscoe Pound-American Trial Lawvers; Foud-
dalion; Amcricsn Association for thc Inlernational Corirmission ol
Jurists; Association o[ Fdminist Consultants; Westchester Aisocia-
tion of Women Business Owneri; American Womens' &ionomic
Devclopmcnt Corp.; Womens' Firrum. Feliow: tji"iiii*n-AcaC-
cmy of Malrimonial lawyers; New york nir Foundation.
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