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Dear Edi tors:

Shou1d you wish to see the documents referred to in rny statement
to the Senate Judiciary Cornmittee, please let me know and we wil l
make them available to you.
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Let ters  to  the Edi tor
The New york Tines
22'7 West  43rd Street
New York,  New york 10036

Dear Edi tor :

The Times I September gth etory, rUudge Levlne f s
cor l f l rmed to the cour t  o f  Appearsr ,  fa i red to  repor t  that  there
hras any opposit ion to hrs confr.rrnatron, the nature thereof r of
the disturbing facts as to what took prace at the purported
n p u b r l - c  h e a r r n g r  b e f o r e  t h e  s e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  c o m m i t t e e
immed ia te l y  p r i o r  t o  h i s  con f i rma t ion .

The ostensible purpose of the i lpublic hearingtr lras to
reee ive  i n fo rma t ion  f rom the  pub l i c  abou t  Judge  Lev ine rs
qual i f icat ions and to  af ford the publ rc  the oppor tunr ty  to  hear
such testimony. That rf hearingfr ,  conducted at tax-payers ,
expense, was not supposed to be a eeremonial exercise where only
one-s ided test imonia ls  are ar l0wed and opposing or  rebut tar
testirnony is suppressed.
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our non-part isan, grass-roots c i t izens group, formed in
1989 to improve the guar i ty of  the judic iary,  came to test i fy in
opposi t ion to conf i rmat ion--making a 300-rnr le round_tr ip to
Albany for that purpose. we brought wrth us a written
statement, a cornpendiurn of documents, and relevant court f i les
relat ing to a publ ic interest  ease, 

,  in
which Judge Levine had part icrpated when he sat on the Appelrate
Divis ion,  Third Departnent.  That caser of  a highry por i t icar
nature, vras spearheaded by our committee and handred by me as
eounsel t  Dro bono'  our documentary subnission to the senators as
to what $ras done by Judge Levine rn that rnatter required
deferrnent of  senate conf i rmat ion,  pre-set to proceed immediatery
fol lowing the hear ing.

rns tead,  the  a1r -mare  l ' -member  senate  Jud ic ia ry
comnit tee refused to perni t  ne to give the speei f ic  faetuar proof
o f  Jus t ice  Lev ine fs  d isguar i fy ing  jud ic ia r  misconduet ,  a r though
my testimony was based on ny drrect personar knowredge and
supported by my extensr-ve crecrentrals as an expert  in the f re ld
of judic ia l  serect ion.  These rnerude erght years of  servr-ce as
the first htoman member of the Judiclal selection cornmittee of the
New York  s ta te  Bar  Assoc la t lon ,  eva lua t lng  the  quar l f lea t lons  o f
every judic ia l  candidate f rom Lg72-1980 for the court  of  Appeals,
the Appelrate Div is ions,  and the court  of  craims. Rather than
wercoming such important c i t izensr contr ibut ion to the proeess,
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r  was sirenced af ter  ten minutes and threatened with physlcal
renovar unless r ceased my testimony--the only testimony being
presented in opposi t ion to conf i rmat ion

Any objective review of ny written staternent

extensive documentation proffered wourd show that the
i lud ic lary  comnrt teers duty  was not  to  s top me,  but  ra ther
the unashamedly rrrubber-stamprt conf irmatlon that t as
p Iace .

and the

Senate

to etop

taking

The pubrre has a r ight  to  a l r  the facts-_not  onry the
favorable ones--concerning Judge Levrne, and to be informed as to
the thoroughly  d ishonest  and undemocrat ic  manner  in  which h ls
senate conf i rmat ion was rammed through,  in  h ls  presence and wi th
h is  tac i t  approval .
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DORIS I. SASSOI{ER
DirCCtOr, NrNTH JUDTEIAL COMMTTTEE


