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November 27, L994

Mr. Hil ton Krarner
The New York Post
c/o New Criterion
850 Seventh Avenue, Suite 503
New York, New York l-001-9

Dear Mr. Kramer:

Thank you for your marvelous |tTimes Watchrr column in the New York
Post. You are to be commended for performing a real public
service in exposing what passes for journalism in New Yorkrs so-
called rrpaper of recordrr, The New York Times

Per the request of Eric Coppolino, our Cornmunications Director,
who spoke with you earl ier this month, I enclose background
materials to |tWhere Do You Go When Judges Break The Law?rr, our
9L6,77O paid-advert isement on the op-Ed page of the October 26th
New York Times (Exhibit rrArr). These include our extensive
correspondence with Times reporters and editors and our three
unpubl ished Let ters  to  the Edi tor .  They unequivocal ly
demonstrate the Timesr suppression of a dynarnite and important
story, plainly within i ts touted standard of news |tf i t  to printrt.

What news did the Times view as rrf i t  to print" in this period?
As i l lustrated by the October 14th rrRegion News Briefrr (Exhibit
t tBt t ) ,  an i tem ent i t led| tWoman Sues Town Over  SI ip  on Dog Drool r l
got 3-plus inches of free space and an iten out of White Plains
( our neck of the woods) entit led I 'Candidate Arrested in
Prostitut ion Sweeprr got 4-p1us inches of free space--although it
was not a story irnpacting on any election, the tt johntt in question
having " fa i led to  win a spot  on the bal lo t " .

By contrast--and clearly not up to the standard set by those
memorable pieces--what we offered the Times in the weeks before
the November 8th el-ection was a hard-hitt ing election story--not
only rooted in heroic efforts to protect the sanctity of the
franchise in this state, but with the potential to irnpact-- i f
exposed by the press--on New Yorkrs most important electoral
races, those for Governor and Attorney General

i
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As you can see frorn our ad (Exhibit "A,), the background to the
story is a l-990 Election Law case in which a New york lawyer,
Ooris L. Sassowerl, as pro bono counsel, brought suit t ;
challenge the nanipulation of judicial nominations by party
bosses and the constitut ional- i ty of judicial cross-endorsernents.

Such a case should have been of particular interest to the Times
since,  year  af ter  year  (Exhib i t  r rc-1rr ) - - incruding th is  year  in  a
September 27t-lr editorial (Exhibit t t3-2tt1--the Tirnes has decried
the manipuration of judicial erections by party bosses and the
travesty of judicial cross-endorsement.

It  was while Ms. Sassower was counsel in that Election Law case
that she was suspended by the Appelrate Division, second
Department in an order which stated re reasons, made no f indings,
and was not preceded by requisite formal charges or any hearing.
In the more than three years since issuance of that suspension
order, the Apperlate Division, second Department has, without
reasons, repeatedly refused to direct any post-suspension hearing
as to the basis of the suspension and refused to grant leave to
appeal to the Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals has refused
any review.

Last year, Ms. Sassower brought a gpecial proceeding entit led
sassower v. Hon. Guy Mangrano, et a1.2, in which she charged that
h9r suspension was a knowing and deriberate fraud, designed to
si lence and discredit her from challenging the manipulations of
judgeships and speaking out against judiciar corrupiion. That
case rrras pending before the court of Appeals unti l  the end of
this past Septernber.

rn that proceeding, Ms. sassower al leged: (a) that high-ranking
judges had used their judici^al off ice to retal iate against her ai
a  jud ic iar  whis t reb lower3--a s i tuat ion which,  three years
earlier, she had made known to Governor Cuomo in a letter

L Ms.  Sassowerrs  credent ia ls ,  as set  for th  in  Mart indale-
Hubbel r rs  law d i rectory of  L989,  are annexed in ter  a I ia ,  as the
l -ast  page of  Exhib i t  r rE-2rr .

2 Justi-ce Guy Mangano is the presiding Justice of the
Appellate Division, Second Department.

3 the well-recognized retal iat ion faced by whistleblowers
is not unknown to the Times, as reflected by art icres and
edi tor ia ls  i t  has publ ished on the subject  (Exhib i t  , tDr) .



requesting_ the appointrnent of a Special Prosecutor (Exhibit
f fEff  ) ' r ;  and (2) that the State Attorney Generalr  €rs attorney for
the accused justices, was aiding and abett ing his judlciar
cl ients i .n covering up their criminal conduct. This incluaed his
pernitt ing them to break the Iaw by refusing to disquarify
themselves from adjudicating the proceeding, thereby preventin|
the evidentiary record from being independently reviLwear ds th;
law reguired.

Mr. Hilton Kramer

4 Numerous copies of
Westchester, New york, and
reflected by the coverletters
r E _ 1 i l .

{
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that letter hrere sent to the
Albany bureaus of the Times, as

and fax sheets annexed as Exhibit

Since the Timesr coverage of the electoral races included such
charac te r i za t i ons  o f  Governo r  Cuomo I  s  admin i s t ra t i on  asrrremarkabry. . . .untouched by major scand.arrr (week in Review,
8/2L/94: Exhibit rrF-lrr ) and an editoriar opinion (Estluor:Lal,
9/L7/94: Exhibit rrF-2tr) that ' the voters need to know now thi
candidates Ifor Attorney General] intend to handle the jobrs
meat-and-potatoes work of defending the state against regar
actionstr--the case of sassower v. Mangrano, et al. shourd nive
been viewed by the Times as a breathtaking opportunity to expose
a major scandal rrcovered uptt by the Cuomo administration an& to
elicit  fron the candidates for Attorney General their view of
!h" IegaIIy unsupported--ang dangerous--posit ions advanced by the
incumbent Attorney General in sassower v. Hon. Manqano, et ar..

Indeed, the actual conflict of interest issue represented by
judges deciding their own case, as the incumbent attorney General
a l rowed to be done in  sassower v .  Hon.  Guv Manqano.  et  ar . ,  f i t
in perfectly with the Times' on-going coverage-:both in art, icles
and editorials--of appare4t confl ict of interest and appearance
of irnpropriety issues (Exhibit rrcrr). As i l lustrative, t ir ioughout
the summer, the Times used Judge stephen Breyerrs appirent
confl ict of interest as a basis upon which to oppolL his
nominat ion to  the U.S.  Supreme Cour t  (Exhib i t  mHn).

I would particularly draw your attention to our three unpublished
ret ters  to  the Edi tor  (Exhib i ts  r r r r r ,  tJ ,  ,  .K*  )  - -eacn or  wnicn
were faxed with a coversheet message--as weII as my september
29th letter to the TineS Editorial Board (Exhibit r1-r1 alert ing
it to the refusal of Times writers to fo11ow-up and report oi
issues framed and identif ied by i t  in editorials. No response was
ever received by us to my urgent communications to-the iaitoriat
Board, transrnitted by fax, mair, hand-delivered letters, and in
telephone messages. Nor did Tirnes reporters do anything with my
numerous story proposals and angles for coverage of irnportanl
e lectora l  issues (Exhib i ts  r rMrr ,  r rNrr ,  r ror r ,  nPn )  .
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rronicalry, three days before our op-Ed advertisement appeared,
the Times ran an art icle on the front page of i ts October 23rd
rrWeek in Reviewrr, entit led "Running on Empty: t{here Did AlI the
rssues Go?tr (Exhibit rrQtr). rn conmenting on the prevarent mood
that  r rGovernment . . .  [doesnt t ]  workrr  and descr ib ing the so-cal led
lack of  issues,  the ar t ic le  quoted a professor  of  po l i t icar
science as stating that rrCandidates running campaigns are always
pure opportunists in terms of what they talk aboutr. such seri-
evident truth clearly compels the media and cit izens to tt f i l l  the
voidrr and be the ones to challenge the candidates with the
poli t icarly-exprosive and rrst ickyrr issues which, oD their ohrn,
candidates would never confront. yet, two weeks earrier, ran
Fisher, the Tines reporter who did the l ionrs share of report ing
on the At torney Generarrs  race,  to ld  me exnr ic i t ry- - in  response
to  my  oc tobe r  6 th  fax  to  h im  (Exh ib i t 'M-3 " ) - - t ha t  un resJ  the
candidates for Attorney General- themselves brought up the caEe of
$assower v . Mangano. et. aI or the issue of judicial corruption
it raised, he wourd not question thern about i t .  Nor wourd he--or
any of the other Times reporters--write about our extraordinary
cit izen efforts to get the rnajor candidates for Attorney ceneral
to respond to how the Attorney Generalrs off ice, under their
stewardship, would handle that poli t ical ly-sensit ive case (see
Exhibit rrPrr, p. L)--although our writ ten correspondence to oennis
Vacco and Karen Burstein (annexed hereto as Exhibit rLr) r iras
repeatedly provided to Times editors and reporters.

As reflected by my unresponded-to communications with the Times
editorial board, the suppression of this irnportant election story
was with i ts knowledge and consent. I t  turned its back on it3
important September l-7th editorial (Exhibit rrF-2rr) as to what therrvoters need I ed] to knowrr before voting f or the State '  s next
Attorney Generar. rndeed, the Times did not pubrish a singrerrl ,etter to the Editorrt in response to that edit,oriar--not eien
our .own (Exhibit t 'Jtt) ,  _ which was in ful l  acrreement with i ts
publ ic ly-s tated posi t ions.

By spending 5]-6,77o of our ovrn money on the october 26th
adver t isement  (Exhib i t  r rArr ) ,  we went  t t the f ina l  mi ler ,  do ing our
patriot ic duty to make democracy work. we stated in th6 ad:

5 ft may be noted that in response to its September 271.11-
editoriar rrNo way to Pick a Judge, (Exhibit "c-2 r f  ,  the Times
printed exactly one rr l ,etter to the Editor 'r (Exhibit r ig-3rr1. That
letter, writ ten by Assemblyman Larry Seabrook, echoed issues for
which we were trying to obtain Tirnes coverage: rnanipulation of
judgeships by party teaders, ir Iega11y-run judiciar nominating
conventions' ove_rsight by state authori l ies. Indeed, Assembfymai
seabrook concruded by urging. scrutiny of these issues by the
media, stating nit is this kind of batkroon dealing that breeds
voter cynicism and apathy. tt
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trThere is still time in the elosing days
before the election to demand that candidates
for Governor and Attorney General address the
issue of  jud ic ia l  corrupt ion,  which is  rea l
and rampant in this state. r l

Yet in the L3 aayg that remained in the campaignr !!.9, reporter,
columnist, nor editor from the Times fol lowLd up the snanefui
story of betrayal of the public trust by off icials at the highest
Ievels of government of this State.

oT the subject gf. the apparring nonfeasance of The New york
Times, which, addit ionally, has stood tf idly bytt in the ftce of a
story about vicious retal iat ion against a judicial whist leblower
and the trashing of basic constitut ional r ights by our state
cour ts ,  I  enc lose a copy of  A.M.  Rosenthal fs  co lumn f rom earL ier
this . year, entit led trThe way she Diedr, conmemorating the
thirt ieth anniversary of the ki l l ing of Kitty cenovese (E;hibit
I rprr  

)  3

rrBut how could i t  happen--38 witnesses
keeping s i lent  whi le  c t iner ine Genovese
d i e d ? .  .  .

When I see the scene in my mind, I know
that there must have been lots of witnesses--
in the streets r ot watching from windows.

But the thought that they walked away or
pulled their heads in does not start le me
anlrmore. I take it  for granted. ff  f  were
sti l l  an editor I would probably not bother
to send reporters to search out witnesses, i t
seems so commonplace now, si lent witnesses.rl

Nobody was asking the Times to rrsearch out witnessesrr, but, sirnply
to perform its duty to report a New york story, rerevant to tne
electoral campaigns and impacting on the integrity of qovernment
of  th is  s tate.  That  a l l  the scandalous at legat ions of  jud ic ia t
corruption and off icial misconduct were parC of part ici larized
and uo"n*"ntcd court preadings makes the Times' Juppression of
this story al l  the more unforgivable.

Like the murderer of Kitty Genovese, who could have been stopped
had just gne witness not been si lent, I  think i t  fair to say Lirat
had the Tirnes written any story on sassower v. Hon. Guy Maigano,
et al.--or published any of our three Letters to the E'ditor
(Exhib i ts  r r r r r ,  J t t ,  t t11t r ) - - the cour t  o f  Appeals  wourd have been too
morti f ied to have denied review of that important case. fndeed,
four years earl ier, had the Times seen f i t  to report on th;
extraordinary 1990 Election Law case--supported as i l  was by the
New York state League of women voters and the NAAcp Legal
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Defense and Educational Fund--and on what the courts were doing
in dunping the case by jett isoning elementary legal standards
and falsifying the factual- record, the court of i ,ppeats would
have been hard put to deny review6. And, assuredry, had there
been coverage, the courts--not excepting the court of Appears--
courd not have gotten away with their vendetta again-st the
champion of that case that they have.

To assist you in holding the Times accountable to minimal
journalisrn standards--which the within documentation shows it has
abysnally not met--r am sending copies of this letter to Joseph
Lelyverd, Executive Editor of the Times, and Arthur ocirs
sulzberger, Jt.,  i ts Publisher, to perrff iem to intelr igentiy
comment for your column.

By this letter, I  also respectful ly reguest a personal meeting
with them--or their representatives--so that they may clarify th6
Timesr standard of news trf i t  to printrr and explore w-ith us future
covera l te  of  unford ing deveropments in  th is  s tory ,  which
profoundly  af fect  the.publ ic .  These inc lude the d ispol i t ion of
our fulry documented complaint against the justiCes of the
Apperlate Division, second Department, f ired witn the Nehr york
State Conmiss ion on Judic ia l  Conduct ,  (see Exhib i t  t tNt , ) ,  as weI I
as .th" disposit ion of ouT ful ly documented criminal '  cornplaint
against those justices, which we f i led with the Brooklyn oiStrict
A t to rney rs  O f f i ce  ( see  Exh ib i t  r rM-2 ,  p ressman  I t r ,  p .  a " ) .

Yours for a quality judiciary, -.
€Qnq,(aQ=5assc.14\,/

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator

cc: Joseph Lel1rueld, Executive Editor
ce r t i f i ed  Ma i l ,  RRR:  p -801 -449-633

Arthur  Ochs Sulzberger ,  Jr . ,  publ isher
cer t i f ied Mai I ,  RRR: p-gol_-449-634

Enclosures: i ternized on next page

6 An i l lustrative sampling of our cornmunications with the
Tirnes--leading nowhere--is reflected by Exhibit rRr. This
inc ludes:  Exhib i t  r rs- l t .  a  press re lease on the Erect ion Law
case; Exhibit rrs-2rr '  our unpublished rletter to the Editor, to
the Times westchester sectioi;- nxhEit rrs-3rr. a copy of the New
York State League of Women Votersr statewide alert-Lnd the A.p.
feed on the case. conseguently, when, eight months rater, the
Westchester Times f inal ly published a ttLetter to the Editorrr from
Dor is  Sassower in  i ts  June 9,  1991 issue (annexed to Exhib i t  rE-
2n hereto) ,  that  re t ter  was largery devoted to  descr ib ing howrrThe New York Times has done its best to bury the storyr or the
Elect ion Law case.
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Exhib i t  r [ ro nWhere Do You Go When Judges Break The Lawr,
Op-Ed page advert isement, U!, LO/26/94

Exhib i t  | |B ' ' . rrWoman Sues Town Over Slip on Dog Droolrt,
rrCandidate Arrested in Prostitut ion Sweepr',
NYT,  LO/L4 /94

Exhib i t

Exhibit

Exhiblt

i l c - 1 r .

| | c - 2 r .

re-3 r  .

rfJudicial Choices: The Best Of A Crowdr , NyT
ed i to r i a l ,  LO/3L /94

rrNo Way to Pick a JudgeF NyT editorial,
e / 2 7  / e 4

rrManeuvering on Bronx Judgeship Violates
Federal Election Lawrr, Ltr to Editor, LO/S/94

trWoman Tells of Retaliation for Conplaint on
Tai lhookrr ,  NYT,  LO/5/94

trCol leagues at  C. I .A.  Por t ray Fal len Star  as
Sex Bias Vic t imtr ,  N,E! ,  9 /1,4/94

rrWhitewater Whistle-Blower Is put on L,eaver,
N Y T , 8 / L 6 / 9 4

rrFor Police Cornrption Batt ler, a Bitter
Retirementtt,  NYT, 7/11,/94

r rRevenge  on  Two  Wh is t l e -B lowers r r ,  NyT
ed i to r i a l ,  6 /4 /93

r rRe ta l  i a t i on  A l  l eged  i n  B lack  Lawyer  I  s
fndictmeDt", 11,/8/92

LO/26/9L coverltr to Editorial Board/Op-Ed
LO/26/9L coverltr to Anthony Lewis
lO/29/9I  fax to  Sam Rober ts ,  Ny of f ice
IO/30/9L fax to Sam Verhovek, Albany off ice
1,L/I/9I fax coversheet to Westchester off ice

Dor i s  L .  Sassower rs  LO/24 /9L  l e t te r  t o
Governor Mario Cuomo

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

r D - l i l .

r D - 2 r .

rD -3  r  .

r D - 4 r .

r D - 5 r .

r D - 6 r .

Exh ib i t  i lE - ] . i l .

Exhib i t  rE-2rr .



Exh ib i t  i lF -1r .

Exh ib i t  nF-2 t r :

f rYourre as OId as the Pol ls  Make You Feel r r ,
NYT,  8/2L/94 Week in  Review

rrAfter the Primaries: New Yorkrs ltystery
Genera l r r  ,  NYT,  9/L7 /94

rrJudge in Simpson Case Goes by the Rulesrr,
NYT,  7 /23 /94

rrNo Confl ict in Fundrr, Lesl ie Fayts Law Firrn
Didn ' t  Act  Improper ly ,  Disgual i f icat ion in
Bomb Pl-ot Case Bodes I l lrr,  Letters to Editor,
NYT,  9 /3 /94

rrCrovrn Hts. Defense Team To Ask Judge to Step
Downrr :  Conf l ic t  o f  fn terest  Charged by
Lawyersrr ,  NYT,  9/8/94

rrJudge I s Ties to Jewish Leader Stir Debate in
Crown Hts.  Caserr ,  W!,  9 /20/94

rrCrown Hts.  Judge Wonrt  Step Downfr ,  NyT,
Lo /L2 /e4

f fMr.  Espy Resigns,  NYT edi tor ia l ,  LO/4/94

rrSharp Questions for Judge Breyerrr, NyT
ed i to r i a l ,  7 /LO/94

rrBreyer Is Challenged on Apparent Conflict on
Eve of  Hear ingrr ,  NYT,  7/L2/94

trl{ore Questions for Judge Breyertr, NYT
ed i to r i a l ,  7 /14 /94

rrA Cloud on the Breyer
ed i to r i a l ,  7 /26 /94

Nominationrr NyT

8/2/94 rrLetter
coversheet

Exhibit

Exhibit

r c - l r .

l l G - 2 l l  .

Exhibit r Q - l  x  o

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

' lG -4 f f  .

' | G - s i l .

l G - 5 l | .

Exhib i t  nH_l r r .

Exh ib i t  xH_2r .

Exhib i t  rH-3[ .

Exhib i t  r fH-4r .

Exh ib i t  r I i l . the Editortr with fax



Exhibit rrJrr '  9/25/94 rrLetter to the Editor '  with fax
coversheet

Exhibit rrKrr ' Lo/5/94 ,Letter to the Editorr with fax
coversheet

I

Exhib i t  i l , r :  
? /3o/g4 coversheet  and hand-der ivered g/2g/g4
I e t t e r  t o  t h e  T i m e s  e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d :
enclosing correspondence with Dennis Vacco
and Karen Burstein

Exhibit rrl{-1rr ' rsome Light sparring for 4 Attorney General
Candidat€st t ,  NyT,  9/LO/94

Exhibit rr l{-2rr '  hand-derivered g/ro/94 rtr to ran Fisher

Exhibit rr l [-3rr. LO/6/g4 fax to Ian Fisher

Exhibit nNn: Lo/3/94 fax to Joseph Fried enctosing our
9/L9/94 conplaint to the New york State
Commission on Judicial Conduct

Exhibit rrorr '  hand-delivered ro/3/94 ltr to Joseph Berger,
Westchester Bureau Chief

Exhibit trPrr '  hand-delivered t-o/8/94 ltr to Jan Hoffman

Exhib i t 'Qt :  rRunning on Enpty:  where Did Al t  the rssues
Go?rr ,  NYT,  1,0/23/94,  Week in  Review

Exhibit rrQrro rThe way she Diedn, column, A.!,t .  Rosenthal,
N Y T , 3 / 1 5 / e 4



Exhibi t  rr$- l rr  o

Exhib i t  r rs-2rr .

Exhib i t  iS-3f , :

Lo/23/gL fax to Jonathan Landman, NY off ice,
enclosing press release/order to Show cause
in support of preference

LO/23/9L fax to Tessa Melvin, Westchester
off ice, enclosing rrLetter to the Editortt

LO/29/9L fax to Dorothy Samuels, New York
off ice, enclosing statewide alert of New York
League of Women Voters and A.P. feed
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