TheNewYorLT

Company

Coorgo Focman
AssistantGeneralCounsel

December
2,2005

229 West 43rd Street
NewYork,NY 10036

ElenaRuth Sassower
Inc.
Centerfor JudicialAccountability,
P.O.Box 69, GedneyStation
WhitePlains,NY 10605-0069

tel 212-55G1558
fax2t2-5564634
fteemang@nytimes.com

Re: Times' proceduresre conections
Dear Ms. Sassower,
I write in responseto your letter of November 30, 2005. Your letter asks what
proceduresThe Times has with respectto correction requests;in particular, it asks why I
was unawareof your July 29,2005 letter seekinga correctionof a November 7,2004
"nearly l5-year
column in the Westchestersectionby Marek Fuchs and your
with The Times that precededthe column."
correspondence
At the outset, I would reiterate,as I told you at the reception after the NYU law
program, that I was unawareof the Fuchs column or of the letter you wrote complaining
about it. Letters seeking correctionsare not routinely forwarded to the Legal
Department. Our lawyers only needget involved if the letter raisesa specific legal issue.
More often than not correction demands,no matter how vociferous, do not need legal
departmentreview: the letter does not point to any specific falsity in the article; the
complaint is not about defamatorymaterial; the letter is complaining more about the
generalcoveragethan anything else; and so on.
I have now quickly reviewed some of the voluminous body of materials you
submitted to various Times editors and executivesin the summer of 2005. Based on the
Fuchs column and your communication, it is likely that whoever ultimately received your
did not ask for legal review for any or all ofthose abovereasons.(It
correspondence
would not be appropriatefor Mr. Sulzbergerand Mr. Keller, for example,to respondto
you, but rather, your letter was probably forwarded to an editor who worked on the
piece.) Indeed, your statementsat NYU - both in guise of a question at the large
program and to me afterwards- as well as your 7129105correspondenceindicate that
your basic problem with the column was with its substantivecoverageand themes. Your
emphasiswas on what you would have wished the column covered,not on specific false

3 8 4 1 1v 1

anddefamatorystatements
of fact. Giventhat,it seemsperfectlyappropriatethat your
communicationdid not reachthe legaldepartment
As you may know, our system- which includesannuallegalseminarsgivenby
the legaldepartmentto the newsroom- hasclearlybeensuccessfulovertime. The
Times
hasnot paida dollarin damages
in libel cases(or settledanylibel casesfor money)since
well beforelibel law wasconstitutionalized
in theNew York Timesv. Sullivancase
(whichwasthe focusof our discussion
at NyU) in 1964.

Very truly yours,
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George Fy'eeman
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