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New York, New york l"0O3G

I

IDear Mr. Roberts: .

This retter forlows . rny telephone call t,o your office atapproxinalely 1:30 this af ternbon, inmediaterv ' i i i " "  my phone
conversation with Bil l Borders, a Tilnes nervs eaitor undlr your
supervision. Mr. Borders treatrnent of me hras so abusi.ve andunprofessional that r was--and am--literarry shaking.

Mr. Bordersr comments to [€r in what was
conversation, included the fol lowing:

ttWhy donrt you get, a job and do somethingTl

,,Ihy 
_donrt you stop call ing people here and 1eave us

alone? r r

.rrwe 'urourd rike you to stop calring us and stop sending
us these thingsfi

rrwe want you to terminate your relationship with The
Tirnes It

r rYou are bother ing a lot  o f  peoplen.

These extraordinary and unprovoked comments were delivered by Mr.Borders in the course of a phone conversation that lasted no morethan ten minutes--i f  that--and were by way of his disposing "r- i
formal cornplaint we had f i led against 

-rne 
t imes f ive wleks igo.

The sole reason fgr rny telephoning Mr. Borders today was because
we had heard nothing. from hirn in the f ive weeks =Itr." we hand-
delivered our conplaint and learned that i t  had ueen directed io
h in.  rn  a l l  th is  t ime,  Mr.  Borders nei ther  sent  us a ret ter
acknowledging ou_r cornpraint nor inforning us of i ts aisposit i ; ; :
rndeed, Mr. Borders did not deny that, had r not teteph6ned hin;
he was not intending to respond Lo our cornplaint at .rr.
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our complaint, transrnitted to The Times under an October 21stcoverletter, consisted of_ our. - 23-pege submission to project
censored. Mr.  Borders to ld me that he-doesntt  know what erojeci
censored is and that he is rnot especiarry interestedr.

FYr,  Project  censored is a journal isn project  run out of  theuniversity of carifornia it sonoma, 
- 

wli ich examines ;"ei;censors.hip of  ma j  or  news stor ies and each year acceptsnominations of top censored stories. our 23-page 
-submission 

toProject censored chronicled The Tinlesr suppressio-n of obj"cti"eiy
signif icant, news stories ieGEIng to 

- 
the dysfunct,ion andpol i t ic izat ion of  judic ia l  select ibn and disci 'p l1ne and i tsblack-baIl ing behavior toward us. seven docunenlary compendia

supported our submission, containing cqFGs or oui Lorr"=pondence
with The Tines over a period of six ye-ar=r €rs well as plrt inent
T imest  a r t i c les  and ed i to r ia ls

our october 2t-st coverLetter expressly reguested that ourconpraint against The tines ana -[EEiTfc ti-mes reporters bebrought to your attention--and thet of ur. surzbirger, Mr.Lelyveld, and Mr. oreskes. rndeed,, the compraind i*"i icontained that express request (page 23, fn 14).

Mr. Borders refused to state whether your the other Tineseditorsr oE Mt: Sulzberger had seen the 6ornplaint and he would
not i_dentify whether the specific reporterj identif ied in ;;;coverletter had been contacted for their comment in connect,ion
therewith.

rnstead, Mr. Borders alr but tord me that, our complaint wasgarbage. Peremptorily and without elaboration, he slated thathe doesn I  t  r rsha.re 
.  Iour]  v iewpoint  on th ingsrr  ,  

' that  
he has frno

f:l lher . interest i,n . tourl cale against rn-e rimesii, ana calred"br-zarrerr our conplaint that The Times had 'rcngragrea in a "o.r"i-u p t r .

rt lras as r attempted to discuss our compraint and itsdocurnentary substantiation with Mr. Borders that he assaulted mewith the bt izzard of  ad hominem insul t ing 
-  

i l=p"r"""  that  arerecited above and posed the shockingry pecur-iai-ei";[ i"",

rrWhat do you rea11y want?rl

Anvone reading our complaint knows precisery what we want, and rrepeated it to Mr. Borders: we want to ensure that ouiettiverysigni f icant stor ies about the dysfunct ion .na--"orrupt ion ofessential governmental processes are .reported by ttrl r imes,rather than deliberatery suppressed by itr- which is' wnat we havedocumented.



Arthough r asked Mr. Borders to transmLt our complaint andsupporting documentation to your ne expriciirv i"r.,-"La to ansvrerwhether he wourd. For that matte@ refused totransfer my call to your office--necessitatGt-ffiffinin9 Ji.""il

r respectfu.rly request that your as Mr. Borders I superior, obtainour complaint and supporting documentation from--tri. so as toascertain for yourself its^ profould seriousn.==- ..a- how uttlr ivdisserved !Ir-e Times is in reposingr u'y responsibirity in Mr.Borderst  d ishonest hands.

Time is of  the essence. Mr.  .Borders expr ic i t lv  stated he did notwant any additional information from;e bdffig ,rp"" tn" kind ofnews stories we have been uns.uccessfully_ _tryini i-o-qet The Tirnesto report on. I wourd hope that you rirr ue irore ire"pon=iven.
rndeed, nearry two years ugo, nalph Nader assured me you wourdbe'  Perhaps you -recal I  rny-. lanuarf  L7,  1995 ret ter  addressed toyou--a copy of which vre also sent to Mr. oreskes because Mr.Nader berieved that he too wourd be 'responsi;;;. 

----

so as not to rose any more precious t ime, r  enclose a copy of  ourthree let ters to Mr.  oreskes last  week (n*rr t -u i t=-uai ,  r rBr,  , ,c, , ) ,
following .publication in the November r-6th Tirnes of our Letterto the Editor, ton choosing Judges, pataki creates probrensn--as
the lead Letter. we have recei-ved no response from Mr. oreskesto that  correspondence. Meant, ime, todayrs
features a f ront-page notice about aaoitiontff ications f orjudic iar  vacancieJ io be processed by the cover 'n l r rs so-caLled'l!"rp-"flry judiciar screeiring comnidteerf --a ""pv 

- 
i= encrosed( E x h i b i t  r r D r r ) .

Happy Thanksgiving.
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Yours for a quality judiciary,

&rc4.
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, Inc.

Enclosures

cc:  Michael  Oreskes,  NyT Metro Edi tor
NYT corporate communications/corporate Rerations:

Att: Nancy Chan
Nancy Nie lson

Ralph Nader
Project Censored
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rn, a veteran prose-
llalo, has been ap-
D e p u t y  A t t o r n i v
rge of the State Oi-
Iask Force by Attor-
Dennis Vacio. Mr.
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an investigation of
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raudulent use of his
)w account. At the
ather and law part-
Connolly, was sus-
year for his role in
runt fraud, The dis-
ons are published

Governor patakl announced his
Tempora ry  Jud i c i a l  Sc reen ing
Committee is seeking applicanti
lor interim bench appointments
throughout the metropolitan area
ano ln upstate courts. The vacan-
cies are in Supreme Court, Brook-
lyn and Staten lsland, Nassau and
Suffolk counties and the Eighth Ju-
dicial District, which includes Buf-
Ialo. Other vacancies lor one_vear
terms are in Niagara and Suifolk
Coun ty  Fami l y  Cou r t s ;  Coun ty
Court for Nassau, Sullivan. Wesi-
ches te r  and  Mad ison ;  S teuben
County Surrogate; and Court of
Claims in Long lsland City, a term
running unt i l  August  2000.  Re-
sumes should be faxed by Dec. 6 to
Thomas Doherty, the Governor's
l?P"^'llT"Ir secretary, at (518)
473-8114. The comrniitee earliei
announced it was screening for va-
cancies on the Appellate Division
for the First, Second and Fourth
Departments.

Nlcholar Blasell, the former New
Jersey prosecutor who became a
fugitive last week from a possible
]9-V.qt prison term, fataity shot
himself yesterday in a casino-hotel
room in Laughlin, Nev., as U.S.
marshals tried to persuade him to
surrender.  The 49-year-o ld ex_
prosecutor  shot  h imsel f  in  the
mouth as a marshal entered his ho-
tel room, a medical examiner said.
Mr. Bissell fted house arrest Nov.
.l9, Yq days before sentencing on
his federal conviction for cor"rup-
tion, ta-l( fraud and other charges.

Guldo Calabrecl, the Second Cir-
c.uit Court of Appeals judge, wilt
deliver the Cardozo Lecture Mon-
day at 7 p.m. at the City Bar. He wil l
speak _on 

"L iber ty  
or  Equal i ty?

Sorne Thoughts on Constiiutional
Theory."

Discovery of Potice Fitei
Witness Accounts, I nuest igat iue
Materials Auailable Unde"r FOIL

Appeals C
The State Cour
I Hetd 6-i rhe

and police activity loc
from disclosure unO,

BY OARY $PE}ICER ,, J

__|lPAryY 
- Opening a new avenue for criminal discov-ery, the Court of Appeals ruled yesterday inal'AetenOantscan use the Freedom or lnr"r."iio"nLiir'it,"i" witnessstatements and other investigative info.maiion from po-l ice fi les.

The Court reversed the Appellate Division, First Depart_ment, in.a.6.-l opinion Uy juOge C".rn"n-i"uuchamp Ci-parick, holding that cohptaiit roir"*-ip-iJports anopolice activity- logs are^not categoricaltf exempt fromdisclosure under the FOIL statutei."We recognize that petitioners seek documents retatingto their own criminal proceedings anO tfiai-Oisclosure of
ly.h 9,o.uT."nrs is governeO gerierairy Uy Cel"".ti.r" Zmas well as the Rosario and-B-rady rufLs,i ttre iourt said."However, 

insofar as the Crimi,i"r-ii.t"o"i"'L"* dou,not specifically preclude defendants t.omseefing these .documents under FOIL. we cannot read such a categoricallimitation into the staiute."
. In other decisions, the^Court upheld a $ I rnil l ion awardto former U.S. Attorney General Ni.t "f* fi"irenbach and
1""" .H.. Kimmell, a former member of Safomon Brothers, .for,their losses in a California inu"rtreni. Ani'it ."u".reOa $500,000 restitution order in; .ri,"i;;i;;s'e-Uecause tne
9g:19:"t was not given an opportunity to.contest the

Cotrncil's Creation of Board
On Police Cornrption Debated

minute arguments made it plain thatvital principles were at stake. Mr.
llpl"ilt referring ro the findings ofpottce corruption resulting fro-"m a
two-year probe headed Uy to"rmer Seclond. De-partment Appeliate Oivisiln
Jusuce Milton Mollen, said .,substan_

::'"Tff1':j:1"" i: needed to resrore
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I ne rutl- tssue arose in a trio of cases in which the NewYork City Police Department had aenieJ Oeiendanls ae-

amount.lount.
The FOIL issue arose

their assignments and duties.

!e.ls t9 complaint follow-up repbrts, which contain de-tailed investigative data and staiement, oi *itiesser, uno
3*o]i:" l..tl"iry rogs, in which indivi<iu"i';;;i.;r, record

ants ac-

" ) t "

BY DA}IIEL WISE

.. TfE BAT'ILE between Mayor Giu_
liani and the City Council over the
Lounctt 's creation of an independent
board to.investigate police corruption
was lought yesterday in the Appellate
Division, First Depirtment.

The importance attached hv lnrh
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