
2z L THE NEw yoRK TtMEs EDITORIALS/LETTERS saruRoay, NIvEMBER 16, tee6

I

U
t

6
i  ,  , : :)

AlTHun ocHs St LzB[loEn J&. Plrlu,la
j .

JoGGDH IDLYVELD, E .!tiw Edibr
GENE ROBEnTS, lr@4tirg &aiaor

A.tittoil Mt^4it a Edibn

IOMACOIDENBEHR CAAOLYNLEE
cERAlDx.EoYD JAcKFosENTnAL
DAVIDRJONES AII.ANX.SIECAI,

Homrr RAINBS, Ediurial Pagc Editq
PIILP M. BOFFEY, D.putt Edibrial Pa3. Edita

JAIET L ROBINSON, P.t&lcal Gcwl Mauga
Jotr M. OlRlEN, EadiE UP, btly C.L Ng".

s'It.l-l^Ll' L. Pou.AK EdiE U2, Ciftulatidr
|b*MPE MUSE ASERNA'EY, S.u /ior y.P-

Plonning and Humn Rtaw
DANIEL H. coHEN, Senior uI, Adxaising

NcltARD H. cIM, *aior Y.P, opcaioni
RAYMoTD E. mucLAs, UP, Sttut and Turrblql

DoNNAc.MDr. VP. Humn Rcaue
CIIARLES E. SHELTCN, UP. Di.tributioil

DAWAflURM. UP.Mutio^

To tle Edltor: -
Our citizens' organlzatlqr shares

your positlon that Gov. George
E. Pataki should take the lead in
protecting the publlc from processes
of judicial selection that do not
foster a quality and independent Ju-
diciary ("No Way to Choose
Judges," edltorial, Nov. ll). Howev-
er, the Governor ls the problem -
not the solution

A SepL l4 news article described
how Governor Pataki bad politicized
"merit selection" to New York's
hi8hest court by appolnting his own
counsel, Michael Finnegan, to the
Commission on Judicial NominatiorL
the supposedly independent body
that is to furnish him the names of"well qualified" candidates for that
court.

More egregious is how Governor
Pataki has handled judicial appoint-
ment to the state's lower courts.
Over a year and a half ago, the
Governor promulgated an executive
order to establish screening commit-

tees to evaluate candidates for aF
polnttv€ Judgeships. Not one of these
commlttees has been established. In-
stead, the Governor - now almost
hallway through his term - pur-
ports to use a temporary judicial
scr€enlng committee. Virtually no
information about that committee ts
publicly available.

Indeed, the Governor's temporary
committee h:rs no telephone number,
and all inquiries about it must be
directed to Mr. Finnegan, the Gover-
nor's counsel. Mr. Finnegan refuses
to divulge any information about the
temporary committee's memb€r-
ship, its procedures or even the qual!
fications of the judicial candidates
Governor Pataki appoinB, based on
its recommendation to him that thev
are "highly qualifie<l."

Six months ago we asked to meet
with Governor Pataki to present
him with petitions, signed by 1,500
New Yorkers, for an investigation
and public hearings on "the politi-
cal manipulation of judgeships in

the State ot New York.".Governor
Pataki's response? We're still walt-
Ing. ELENA RLrrH SAssowER

Coordinator, Center for Judicial
. Accountability Inc.

White Plains, Nov. 13, 1996
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On Choosing Judges, Pataki Creates Problems
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