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Letters to the Editor
?he New york, Tirnes ,
229  Wes t  43 rd  S t ree t
New York,  New york 10036

Dear Edi tor :

your  ed i tor la l ,  rNo Way to Choose Judgesrr  e , I /LL/g6,)  ,
urges Governor pataki to recognize his role in promoting a
quarity and independent judiciary and read the way to ,a
nonpar t ' isan system of  mer i - t  serect ionr .  rn  your  v iew,  jud ic iar
e l e c t i o n s  a r e  c o n t a m l n a t e d  b y  p o l i t i c s  a n d  ! r c r u b h o u s e

Po l l t i c i ans , r .

our cit izensr organization has spent years documenting
that it is not just Judiciar elections that are contaminated by
porit ics, but--rikewise--Judiciar appointrnent. This incl_udes the.
so-caIIed l rner i t ,  serect ion'  appointnent of  judges to our stateIs
highest court.

we share your posltion that the Governor shourd take
the lead in protecting the pubric from processes of judiciar
select ion which do not foster a quar i ty and independent
judiciary. However, this Governor is the probrern__not the
solut ion.
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Two months dgo, The Tines ran an art icre.  (g/L4/g6)
about how Governor Pataki has pollt icized 'rrnerit serection, to
New yorkrs highest court by appointing his counser, Michael
Finnegan, to the commission on Judic iar  Nominat ion,  the
supposedly independent body which wirr recommend names t,o hirn of
purportedry highly-guarif ied candidates for that, court.

compretely unreported, but more egregious, is how
Governor patakl  has handled Judicral  appolntment to the state,s
rrlowert courts. over a year and a harf dgor the Governor
pronulgated an Executive order to establish various screening
comrni t tees to evaruate candidates for  appoint ive judic ia l
posi t ions'  Yet not one of  these cornni t tees has been establ ished.
rnstead, the Governor--no$r armost halfway through his tenn__
purports to use a temporary judicial screening committee, as to
which no informat ion is publ lc ly avai lable.  rndeed, the
Governorrs temporary comnittee has no terephone number and atr
inquiries about it must be directed to Mr. Finnegan, the
Governorrs counser.  Mr.  Finnegan refuses to divulge any
information about the temporary committeers membership, its
procedures,  or even about the quar i f icat ions of  the judic ia l
candidates which covernor pataki  appoints,  based on i ts
recommendation to hlrn that, they are rthighry quarif iedr,.
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we know' we have spent many, nany rnonths trylng to
obtain that basic Lnforrnation frorn Mr. Finnegan--without success.
we have arso demonstrated that the Governorrs temporary judiciar
screening comrnittee, if i t does exist, is controlled by the
Governor, via Mr. Finnegan, who rlgs its ratings by withholding
from the committee information adverse to the porit icalry_
connected candidates it reviews.

six months ago we requested to meet with covernor
Pataki  to present hirn wi th pet i t ions,  s igned by 1,500 New
Yorkers, for an J.nvestlgatlon and pubric hearings on ,the
por l t icar manipuratron of  Judgeships in the state of  New yorkr.
The Governorrs response? Werre st i1 l  wai t ing

Yours for  a qual i ty Judic iary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center  for  Judic ia l '

Coordinator
Accountabi l i ty ,  fne.
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Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.  is  ac i t i z e n s !  o r q a n i z a t G n
o f  j ud i c ia l  se tec t i o ; - ; ;A
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