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November lB,  j .996

Michael Oreskes, Metropoli tan Editor
The New York Tines
229  Wes t  43 rd  S t ree t
New York,  New york 10036

Dear Mr.  Oreskes:

Encl0sed is a copy of our Letter to the Editor--the read Letteri n  -  sa tu rday rs  
-T imes - - r ' on  

choos in f  Judges ,  pa tak i  c rea tesProb lemsr r .

Therers a big_ story. here, requir ing irnmediate forrow-up by theTimes Metro Desk. yi.atr, among- othefs, ulchaer r i*"g.p and hisboss,  Governor  patak i .

rndeed, omitted.,_ for space reasons, from the printed version ofour Letter t"- !r_r" Editor,. vras the penult irn"tJ-pi i igrapn, whichincluded the fol lowing sentence:

r .  .  .We have a lso demonstrated that  theGoverno r rs  tempora ry  .  j  ua i t i a f  " . r " "n ing
comrnittee, i f  i t  does Lxi-st, is contioi i"d uvrne.Governor, 

,yi+ l tr.  Finnegan, who rigs i tsratings pv withholding fr6rn the comiittee
informat ion adverse to  the por i t icarry-
connected candidates i t  reviews.rl

we first nade thi^s explosive 
_charge--for which 

,we 
providedsubstant ia t ing proof- - in-a June 11,  i .gge le t ter  to  the senatorsof the New york state senate. we transmitted a- copy of thatletter to Mr- Finnegan under a June Lt, 1996 coverretter to hinreguesting a response on behalf oe ttre Governor. He has notresponded--just as he has + responded to "";-;;ri;; 
^illtffi

to him, seeking informaEn "b";i- the Temporary Judiciarscreeninq committee and inquiring "; to why it has not beensuperseded by Executive ordei #ro 6stablishi;g st-Jtel Department,and County judicial screening comnitt;;;.

we trust Mr' Finnegan and the Governor witl be more forthconingif The Times presses thern for .rrrr"rr. Therefore, by copy ofthis letterr ,wQ are asking the Letters Department-t6 for11rard youthe aforesaid correspondence. which, 
-uui;.rt;a;- 

;; provided it
l3"t_Tlursday when we transmittea trre:nard-copy of our r,etter tothe Editor.
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litr. Michael Oreskes

Enclosures

cc: Letters to the Editor

Page Two Novenber 18, 1996

Yours for a quality judiciary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountabil i ty, Inc.

You should know that it took the Timeg r.etters Departnent lessthan an hour after hre faxed it oilf r.etter rast wednesday torecognize its j-mportance an_d_ notify us that, it was interesiEa i;puPrishing it. rt shourd not take the Times Metro Desksubstantiarry longer to assign . a. . reporter toErrow-up thisstory.  However,  in appreciat ion to the 
-Ti t"= 

r ,et tersDepartrnent, vre w11_l-give the uetro Desk two days ti lnotify-;;-;;i ts interest in foIlow-up.

After. thatr w€ wilr turn to other media for coverage of thisdynamite story about how Governor pataki--"ia"a-""a abetted bythe state senate--has perverted the l io"""= by which state judgesare appointed.

FYr, an infonnational brochure about our cit izens organJ-zation isenclosed 
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