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November 14, 1996

LettersrreEEers to the Editor
The New york Times

to the

229 West  43rd Street
New york,  New york 10036

ATT:  Ms .  I ne I I  W i l l i s

D e a r  M s .  W i I I i s :

Thank ^you for. - your prolyl- terephonl^"*J y-esterday morninginforrnlng us tnit o"f-laxea r,etter 1o the 
-naitor 

lras beincrgonsidered for pub11cat10n. we rook forward to speaking with Mrl
3:3:i: 

Gustines, who voJ rnai."lla 
-iouro 

bs "iiii 'g us r.ater

Beeause of the profoundly 
-serious nature. .of what our Letterdescribes, we enclose tne-iorrowlng suil=tantiating materiars:

(a) our_,{nrf  f  29 ,  L996 1etter to Mr.  Finnegan,detairing our repeated--iequests to obtaininf ornation aboui the covernor t s tenporaryjudiciar- screening comrnittee-and annexingr dSExhibit -"T", unimfrem""i.a-g"lcutive order 10establishing Staie, Oepartment, and County
.judicial 

scieening cornmittees

(b) our-  June L2, L996 let ter  to _Mr.  Finnegan,encrosing our June 11, r_996 i" l t " i * ' [ "="1n"senators of the New york siit l  senate
Arso encl0sed is a copy of  .o.ur Apr i r  24 !  1?96 ret ter  request incto neet with Governof 

'n*_"ti -r;-;;;=l 't 
hirn ,oiln 1n" perit ionsignatures of  ' thousand,; ;  New yorkersr! .

A 1 t h o u g h e a c h o f t h e f o r e g o 1 n . g 1 e t t e r s j i = - - s e n t @
return receiptr w€ r".Ji.r.a' 

l i-";"rponse to any of thern.Additionally, 
- 

in writ lng- our Letter to iL" Editor, we verif iedthat there nu:_l:"n tto 
-irpr"rnentaiio" 

"r r*""rrri.,,rl'ord", r.o andthat' the temporarv . j uai-iar- 
-;;;";i;; 

commi*ee, abour whichthere is no- puuiiciy 
-i.r.ir.-n-r-"--'i*rr'ior*ation, 

stirr has notelephone number excepd through Mr. nirrr.,"g.r,.

a< "€--2



, t

Page Two
Ms.  fne l l  Wi l l is

Enclosures

November L4 t L996

FYr ' we encl0s.e a copy of c.'A I s infornationar brochure
Tilii::'Tnr.ii"."l'ilt"t#tn:FT**"lti . ."" two iJtg."' r;=il;Abandons lnvesrislati;; ri""a" ,""::ilTtffiilfor process's 

.sd.91ecyrr 
" l t / rq/g6),,  ,  

J=, i"rr  as of o
ffi.ir";i" ad "wh#e d; vdu e" wn". rudses sr".I".*ft#f*
we also encl0se a 'rhard "opr" of the Til:g.. publ.icatron of our3:i;'Ir:"r;|;. sditor, 

-;rlti"^Jt""'ini' 
i.Cins.a,,,- whic-h appeared on

Yours for a qualtty JudLcLary,

€Qia€4
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, CoordinatorCenter  for  Judic ia l 'a"" " " i iab i t i ty ,  

Inc.
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AccouNTABILITy, rrvc.

By Fax:  518-49 6-9652

(914)  421-1200.  Fax  (914)  604€554
E-Mail: probono @ delphi.com Box 69, Gedney Station

White Ptains, N€w york 10605

A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 9 6

Michaer Finnegan, counser to the GovernorExecutive Chamber, The Capitol
Roon  24L
Albany, New york L2224

Dear  Mr .  F innegan :

This letter rnemorial izes ._:t 
?. l :g-oir? 

"TwiI ight Zone, experienceas we struggre to obtain whai s-hourd b6 
-,"idirv_avair.able

iint""rlL1"ti?l- 
-about 

how Governor pataki mar"= 
-Li" 

judicial

After months of unsucces:^f:l^?t!"*pl: via your of f ice ar theExecutive chamber of the capitor i" iru""v to find out the namesof the members of the GovLrnorrs temporary Judiciar, screening
:ill,'"t"1.r?;"$r,-::Hl you are ; ;;;i",--,"- -..,",,1,,,"a 

on .,,
on -Friday, Ap-ri l 26th, r c.arred the communications office of theof f  ice of  court ,  aarnini=i iut i " i  

' " ( )n_4i ,7_sso.)  
,  request inoinformation about the Governor's oepirtment luaiJial screeningconrnittees fo_l t l: four judiciai a-"-JJit."nts. i-r.= rord thatfor such information r w6uta have t!- speat with the GovernorrsPress office and was given the terepnor," nurnber lzti_oe.r_4580) .

r  then cal led the Governorrs press of f ice.  r  $ras routed aroundf our or f  ive t imes--each t i rne repe_at ing my reguest forinformat ion about the Governor 's iuaic iar  screening comrni t tees.Eventual lv,  the indiv iduars.  to wndm rvt i i r i - r ] I " i " i t "a answeredthe terephone wirh the ial"t i i i id' '  i"cr"a""ti;;; !,ExecuriveChamber t r  and t rMichae l  F innegan,s  o f  f  i cen .

urt i rnately,  a woman on the other end of- the phone asked me myname. Afrer 
i3*:it1:i1y nu.tt ing-me 

-on 
ho1d, =fi"-=iut"a that rheperson r needed to speak with ":u= l,o,rt of the office,, and ,verybusy' '  she then far iery c la i rned trrJ sne had previousry tord meto put my request in 

-writ inj. -- -i- l=i"a 
the lroman if she v/asPeggy, a secretary with whorn r lad =p"r..r, on o;;Jf lr.th, Aprir15 th ,  and Apr i r  1e tn ,  whgn r  le f t 'phone messages fo r  a  NanWeiner.  She conf i rmed she was.



Mlchael Finnegan, Counsel Page Two Apr i l  29 ,  1996

After r vrqorously u.t't1:u_:rr:^1 ne{sv had ever told ne anythingbut that Ms-- weine? ;;i; be returni-n-q my phone carrs, peggy gaveff iff t ::f5; ";"'& 
$ 1"3'..'"{ f."t iv' 1'=i i[ " ;' ;; ; J;. = ( t h e - r.' 6 . =

r then asked peggy the nane of the person to whom r was toaddress my cotnmui-rltations. 
_ l"ggyi"- r"rorabre response was rrrdon t t have her name. 

- 
Jh" onry r.r1" in 

-ro, 
,":::?"::i 

"T"";l

ffiil;*::" 
this ruaicrous position 

-is 
r triea 

-lo 
conrain ny

when r asked- Peggy whethe-r Ms. weiner, who on ny prior threecal ls she had retr i iea t"  ia"nf i iv ' " - r i l "pa .= . . - i lassistant to theGovernor' rr was the. person -to wtiorr|. i  Lnoura aaarls ny writtenrequests' P9ggy enignatically i"r"oir"dged th;i-;s. weiner was:ill*J'"n�:,;i,; "Ji**:"-* ";;:i:: *.= ,,part ;i this,,, p.ggy
so that the record is crear, we have "q:Tt months just trying tof ind out who rn 

- ln"-  
Governor,s ;?; i ; "" ' - ; ; ; i=,  on judic iarappointments. 

_., -rr"f1ro"L. i.n tn"- c""er'nor,s of f ice cr_aims to beunab le  to  g ive  us  th is  l ;= i ; ' * in to r rn . t ion .  
-  

As  fu r therdemonstrat ive of  the oui tandi"nn"== i t  th is-  s i tuat ion,  r  havespoken to t:=-111:1"", 
lnq t,u. "-iJirn"a rhar n-"r ln*rorvemenr injud ic ia l  appointments ended tn i= 

-p.J t ' - ; . . , r - ,ary .  
Logica1ly ,  th isshour-d mean that Ms. u"i"" wourd, at r"ascf,ue Ju-r" to terr- uswho sits on the c""111"r ' :  

.  r l rpo-r."y Judiciar.  screeninqcommittee, estabr-isnea uy Executiv"- oia.. 
"in -afr1T 

or rast _vear(Exh ib i t  r rp r r ) .  However , 'Ms.  Me ier  h ;  c ra ined i ; ; i  she  does  no tknow who its members are and that "n" a""= ;;;-know who has'replaced her in handl ing iuaic iar  
'screening 

issues for theGovernor.

As to placing o_ur requests 
^I?r information in writ ing, arthoughno one ln the Governo-rrs of f ice-.""""" tord . , ' ' to- l -o So, v/e haveconsistent ly_,set  thern for th in ," i i i r rq.  This , .y--u" seen fromour repeatedlv faxed 'anuary ib-,--i; i ; 

. r"i i";" '{r*nioia ,,A.,) .resent by mai l  under a l t . r " f r  .26, '  t6ga_f_et! .er  6nlniui t  r rg_1rr i .then i tserf  resent under a Apr i i - ia,- l lgga ret t& i - r*niui t  , , "_rrr1.
The aforesaid three_ terephone. messages for Ms. weiner which rreft with peggy--and which ""itn"i; '=: weinei-ror'-anyone on herbeha l f  re tu rned- -were  no t  fo r  

- in "  
purpose o f  ob ta in ingi'nf ormation about at; 

- 
clve_11or' 

1 r".por.ry Judiciar screenincrCommit tee.commissiono":ilffi ''"o".lffu;"i;""."*o".-1"]]r1ri:i;ffi 
:r:?"tr:ll:ning Newton. 

..A""grding lo _.r, 
-Aprir 

rrin =q,,r-iJ-i-.,-"tn" ueu__ypreLaw Journar, 
. l l :  1"*n"i""v,;uatciat-slr".ning commitcee hras thatI I ".#.E"Tif '"ti n" 

r".11n"1 
HLrt " r, ';; ; J";p o i n rmL n r u y t n e G ov e r n o r



Michael Finnegan, Counsel Page Three epr i l  29 ,  l _996

Havlng received no return. carl from Ms. Vreiner and fearing thatthe Governor'�s ottice--riqlr;- ,,o"i i 
-a _ fast oneii__witn senateconf i rmat ion scheduled. t t re .q;r-  f  o l  lowing t f , .  Governorr  sappolntmenr.  so that bt  the t i ; t  
rg would read about thenomination in tne new"tlp"", the conrirmiii;; o,l=,rr.u already beover--as wa: the "-=Lr-  for  in" t in"" ,  wi th 1n" Governorrsappoj-ntmenr.rast y"""-"i Jonathar,-i iJpru. to tne court of crairns(Exhibit ',grr ) --w€' 

-"""t-J"i"-i'-il;'_;'#ite- 

'uai;;;r;' cornrnitree ronotify it of_ _our "pp"-=]i i"n to tuage u"*i"n]-*-ro copy of ourAprir 18, r.ee6 r"t[""-.!; 
_ o]u-.rii**Eiu.nu."g, eounser to thatcommittee, contirmi"g--ni= assurance to ,r=_, th_u,J, ," would bernnediatery not i f ied in""ra tn.-b""! ino, reappoint Judge Newton.Xi:..:71" t"?rtt?ln.tu"niuit "piil .--'iln'"quenrry, thar, roo, is

So that there . is no mistake about th^e infonnation lre arecurrently seeking, thi; 
^ tetter;--[;""erore, - 

coistitutes ourexplicir wrirten i lq"";[-r"1 i;;;;.uii"" as ro Governor pataki,sExecutive orders rd--.rla. rf r"f aiinq to th; L=t_"Uf ishmenL of
judicial screening-""o,;*i itees. --; l ir"l- 

".t those gxecutive ordersare annexed heretb as Exhib-i-ts ,;;i-J;d- ,,p,i,__rJ=iJ"=ti.r"rv. 
whatcornnittees are' in ti"tl"tperationar ]una "nJ u.-"-t=n'"'r.. members?

we understand that the Tgmp_o-rary Judiciar screening .committee,

i : ;" i5" JJu " Xlf :t"' 
"', 

.t T 
"' i-.*-t'*i ii'i.,, p',, t 

- - 
ii = 

*' 
r, o t. y e r b e e nconremplared uv :t+ "i il;; order. 

- 
wn.tsi:"frt?""=:;q:.ni=r;;

Y3":il.r";:;";ilf ."tr'J"# t;:n" 
state .fudicial screenins comrnittee

t 'pro1tl lvate. 
appropriate rures and regulationsto govern it i- or"ceeaings ana those of theDepartmental  urA .  County JuAiciat  

-screeningCornmittees estaUf isn_eJ.,Oy_ iir= order. The
il]1r111uL?"1t.!ions snai r incluae =!i.au.a=p o = =i u r " ;-- ;; t_r::!*"+?:ll?, ::r;*l ";*::evaluatlon the quaf i i i iati lois of candidatesfor.  appointm"rt ,  of .  Oesiqni i ion to judic ia l
;:t l ;" 

throushout rhe st"l"i i  (Exhibir ,,E,,r

rf the state Judiclal screeni_ng conrnittee has not rwhat are the rules i"a--t"gutalio;s"-u'r,a"" which 1f1"1 
=.t uprJudicial screening- c"miitt.. 

- 
""J"in"*' o.purtmentart"^:"rl"riiiJudiciar screening" c"miil-.es have u""" operating? 

and county
:



I

Michael Finnegan, Counsel Page Four

Yours for a guality Judiciary,

rnasmuch as the Governorrs Executive orders identify counsel tothe Governor 
33 b:i"g u!.a rnernber of the_Ternporary and a wourd-be mernber of rhe sra€.TGi.i; l '  ;;;.; irfg cornrniti"ui we trusr youwi l l  readlry be abre io-""=pond with suct ,  infonnat ion.

Finarryr rl€ note that Executlve order r:_ cha.rges the ,,office ofcounser to the covernor" wiin-t;.;;;; of rnaking
n a v a i l a b l e  t o  -  t h e  [ T e r n p o r a r y  J u d i c i a lscreeningl commLttee ,.rrri i l i"r,t staf f and.resources to enable the cornrnitte"- l"- 

-"u"ry
our properlv its. responsiuiiill l l i"-.riii"gadequate investlgati^ons--;;1" arr rnattersrerevant to th-  q lar i r i .ut ion" of  candidatesfor appointmenr fo j "a i ; i ; i - t r r ice, '  (Exhibi t ,r r F r r ,  ! 1 3 ) .

sinee tt r-s nohr. rna-ny months. that we have been endeavoring,without success, to k iow who in.  i ; ;  iovernor,= of f ice funct ionsas l iaison to the f"rnpor.ry Judicial Scr:eening Comnittee__andmore than two and a nair weeks srnce we .left ine- rirst of ourunreturned terephone messages for Ms. w"iner, i l i i=i 'g that v/ehad adverse inforrnatron- io present to the screening committeeabout Judge Newton's quatrri.";ai;;;; ;" requesr that you idenrifywhat tstaf f and restuices', you hu;; made availabre to tnlcornmittee to- pennit i l-- t" . ineet it, proclairned purpose of
nililill"?l.ntlih i;]i:i&i "rri""l-upiJintl"= u,. or tne' niqnesi

A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 9 6

Serrrlee of the
of New york

€&ne €&\Ss.s\sd49/-
ELENA RUTH SASSOI^IER,
Center  fo r  i lud ic ia l

Enclosures

ce: Senate'Judiciary Cornrnittee .
David Gruenberg, counsel

ConmLttee to Encourlge Judicial
of the Bar of the City

Sidney H. Asch, Chaj_rman 
r

Fund for Modern Courts
Gary Brohrn, Executive Director

New York. rnedia

Coord inator
Accountabi l i ty ,  fne.

Associat ion
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r

TIME:
NAME:
FAX :
TEL :

84t23/ t996 14:30

91 45845554

DATE, TIME
FAX I'10. r'l'IAME
DURATION
PAGE(5)
RESULT
MODE

A 4 / 2 9  1 . 4 : 2 7
151.  e4859552
68282:58
8 5
OK
STANDARD

P - t 0 8  5 1 , 8  5 3 ?
RECEIPT FOTT CERTIFIED MAIL

t l0 t i i l iUl i t la!  CLJi t i iACt l ,R0vi i rr tJ

:/

11, December

l-7 o

g arwecanrerumt*,\l"ll,ilil$**:'6J:iP* 
='ffih li*it;1";ill":3;^ "o revorss of rhis to'm so that we can 'etum t*s 

I 
e'tra tee): g

t, 
:F#"I.",rr'il;';";;", ",,he marpriece, or on rhe back ir space does nor 

I 
t' o Addressee's Address 'E

i :f*';Ll'ttltrJrlfiKfjKf,l;li^s'f'lT*:':x*iig:l;*n \ .:;:"::*::::::;l :*
c vsn!e.-- .  <;) .)  1 E

; i", \"!'Eof-St g 73+ E,Era2ff iE"f f iWd; l f f iF .e./*, .0E'thTa €#;f€o \"8::i,'iT,[il,.;".,*.-"\:::* I
Hffi;:1,,,--t' w^r,,,^u0,,,,,=z, A ,



g*o /' JarotarAl AccouNTAsrlrry,,*..

0
o

I V7ea./-.r :

ii:S:TTffXf ":HL!\:ni:-,:?;nol"fl,.l.::^^,Ll:. conrirm ror us
*:$i;, li|;"" rlt,, ..1?-iJ."ii .' #il : ff ::* " i ji.,fff 

";liff " ! " i ";:

tl*ilr"l;_;iflt:il, 
"r"1L""1, "t -the names _"r. :,1* members or thepatixi, "' niJ.,ti; o!I":r='*iT .committee, esrablisn"-d" uv Governor

Finally, I  encf-ose a copy of -the Center_rs brochure__as wel-I asiHI ,,ffi,"l*.ti'&1;r:*i"'::,j:'yor s_o when Judses Break
iiiitE*$.i:;'f:: :'*F":li filEttl-s e l f - i n t e r i . i o a  . r . . r - ^s e r r- i n t e re s Le_d i_"gn J " ;*, i:"t,-" 

. jH"."r:; q1=,*::r:;i:i;f il; :istandards ' we ,iii'uJ "lnuir-,g . r"tt", to ttr" Ztirlrro, on thatiill3"si;.""?#=#n"rm:ii":i'hi*'it"lir.t:ilr;fi 
,?i,=?"."'.zensor

Yours for a quality judiciary,

€Qao €cK=hEl-sa?n-
IrElfA RUTH sASSowER,
Center for  Judic i i f '

Coordinator
Accountabi l i ty ,  Inc.

/a/ee
%: A*4q, b)3{.19r4(o

* - : - - * ,r*T:tr:
2 tef M.e-+</\L c/\@

a €\e(*s.a&, \, a6/Rd .r^; 2"o'sas:2oo< rhr. Vi^oaa ^-X*;; _6{
-) (,A\7 

L'se- 6q.s,e- r/H<g%ae-z(qr<-
* "n " 1ai4 

@ L""ilJ^rf"l, ve frae-qfe_

Enclosures



A t

(914)  42 l . t2oO.  p" ,  (g ro)
E-Mail: probono @delphi.com

Your prompt at tent ion
appreciated.

Box 69. Gednoy Station
White plains. New york tO@s

to the foregoing would be greatly

t ' tarch 29, L996

Governor Georgre pataki
Executive chamber, s[it" CapitolArbany, New york ' 

i i i i  
-q'rLetr

ATT: Michael  Finnegan, . ,Counsel

Dear Mr.  Finnegan:

This confinns.. our terephone request to your office today for acopy of the '�rReport on tn. Aii"g"tio"n= aguin=i-;;;q" Duckman,r.That '  Report . is  referred ro i ; -c l ; ; ; ; ;  paraki ,s Lerter ro rheit:$;'tgt"tjil:S.IrJi"r" ", March re, - 1r j6.l
fn that 1etter, the Governor states:

Itr 
,  can - only wonder. how rnany of those who'  endorsed th6 resorut i ; i " i l ' tn"  t ine to  readthe Report on the aff"g"l" i ;ns 

-Against JudgeDuckman that  accompani"d '  f i " ' rererra l  [ to  theState Cornmiss ion on . fua ic i i f  Conduct l .  Hadthey done so, they would h;;;  appreciated thebas i s  fo r  t he  re f l r ra l .  : - . ; ; - .  
-

rn addit ion to _ the lrReport on the Allegations Against JudqeDuckmanrr ,  we would ipp""" i l te  a topy-of - tne r r re ferra ln  
i tse l f  .

May we arso t?*t---ani." o-pportunity to al-ert you to the fact thathre have sti lr- receiv"d--n_g. 
- resfionse 

- 
from_ 

,y-orrJ-oir i".  
to ourrepea ted resuests --spann ing-tne p'i=f r "verar- .or.,itr=-r f or spec i f icinformation 

- 
about ni" 

' ; ; ;Lrnor, 
= j  udiciar screenincrl:i"li;r?+"11T1."1*S"a;*i.i:d*r*i-u'.11"."'T:;T,S;;*;

Yours 
. for  a qual i ty judic iary,

&-enq €,Ksu_**i2pXA
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, "oo"ainatorcenter .  for '  .Tudic iar - 'a""J i i tab i1 i ty ,  

rnc.

March

Enclosures

€ ' (  ' B  -  l "
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TIME
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FAX
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'-_--
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;flry
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48. Article Number
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4b. Service Type
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E Expvs$ Ygll
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7. Date of Dellveru



Cn**y' Juor"rAL AccouNTABrLrry, uvc.
( 914 )  421 - t 2oO.  Fax  (914 )  604 -6554

E.Mai l :  probono@dolphr.com
Box 69, Gedney Station

Whito Plains, New york tO6os

A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 9 9 6

Governor George pataki
Executive chaiber, 

- i f i t" 
capitolAlbany, New york '  

i ; ; ; ;  
",

ATT:  Michael  F innegan,  Counsel

Dear  Mr.  F innegan:

we understand 
^fron .today,s New. york Le

::;"j=".L".T"L s+e1rt tn" 
-{"rmrssion 

on "ffire}^j-|..t yesterdayrequestins it t_" .."1-n=;;:'J'T#iJ.1=i"diciar conduct'
agarnst Judge Ducknan u"l.n nh +L^ ^ ?T not to pursueiiii:=.#1n".n"1:;].l;:: jl:"i..:ifh'".';lil,'l"i";:,'H::t^le requesr a copy of thar il=.*ii

eharges '
(Exhib i t ,

:', ;. :.:i""J; # tn I " ::;: ';T,T "".,: ^ -u*+@rne commission "na it= 
-;";";;:L?:_rl,:^::::rnor's "ref erral,, toAgainst  i " ; ; ;  Duckmanr.  

:conpanying I 'Repor t  " "  tn"  Ar legat ionsMarch 2e, rgga r.idei"r"n,,"Ii'rJ""X:r:::;"?ffili;i. 1,"$;-"";"-;il;
Your prompt attention would be great,ry appreciated.,

Enclosures

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

ee4o<r.
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER.
center for Judi" i i i '

Coordinator
Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.

e s  " l / 3 - - Z
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ctalq{,

Jonathan'Llppman, deputy chlef
administrntor ol  the courts for
the past slx years, wag'nominated
t o  a  C o u r t  o f

'  C la ims ' i udgesh ip  -
by Governor Pa-
taki yesterday. The
S t a t e  S e n a t e  i s '
scheduled to act
on  h i s  con f i rma . :
tion today, the last' 
day of the legisla-
tive session. Mt. Lippman, 50, is '
expected to remain in his post at ;
the Oflice of Court Administration.;
with the new tit le deputy chiel ad- ,
ministrative iudge. The Governor ,
moved to fi l l  three other vacancies, 

'

naming Nassau County Court Judge
John Dunne to' Supreme Court;
Mineola attorney Frank Culotta to
Nassau County Court, and Scho-
harie County Court Judge Dan La-
mont to the Court ol Claims.

S$s "C"



cr*tlo 1or JvorcrrLAccouNTABILITy, rrvc.
(914)  421-1200.  Fax  (914)  6s46s54

E-Mail: probono@ delpnr.com Box 69, Gedney Statiorr
White Plains, New york 10605

Apr l l  18 ,  1996

David Gruenberg, Counsel
Senate Judiciary Cornrnj-ttee
Senator James J. Lack, Ctiir*.r.,
lg-"*  4L3, The capi to l
Albany, New york L2247

R E :

Dear Mr. Gruenberg:

This conflrms our telephone conversatign yesterday in which rnot i f ied you of  the centerrs lntent io i ,  
- [o-- i rppo."  

senateconfirmation of Juanita 
. ning N."t;;--should 

- 
coiernor patakireappoint  her to the Court  of  Cfairn=.- ' .  a"  hereinai t" ,  set  for th,the basis for  our o-pposi t i ; - i l  Judge Bi-ng,s sel f_servincrbetrayat of  the publ ic i ; : : :^ i l_n: ; - : . iaci ty as ;  jud, ic ia l  nembeiof the New yorx state eornrnission on .ruaiciat condu6t.

Arthough last weekrs New. -y-ork . Law. Journal reported that Ms.Newton was being lnteEiew..l--6irernor pacaki ,s. temporaryjudicial screenini J"rnrn-ir=ron (nxil lbi; '  ,,1,,] , we have been unabreto reach the covernor,s renpofary juaic ia i '=; ; . ; ; i ;g commissiondirectry.  T.his i r  ueciu=" Lne ebv6rnor,= of f ice has refused toprovide us wi th any informat ion u" ' t " ' t -o,  to do so.
rndeed' it ls now. four ngnths that we have beenwithout success, to-oltaTn -6"-',iu"*"1 

of the ,n"rnutJ*"tlTtifl:tenporary judiciar screening- .orrJ"l iol t . . ,  ; i l  Governor,soff ice.  The Governorrs oi . r i .6 h; ; - ' " ; ; -only refuseJ-- to provide uswith such basic intormaCion---u"*"*.i" u. seen frorn the encr_osedrepeatedry faxed ret ter  request ln*niui t= ; ; : i ; ,  ,  , ,8_21' ;  __i tvaryingry pretends thai lt=;;;" ,,J"^ri. i=or., to tijudiciar screening commlssion who cTn proviae ,=-,iJn" "::H:ffII
::ffi:3::;"";:r::"3:' ri'" 

-c"""""t"'!* 
tJ*porary j udi- iar screen ins

Between the non-inforrnation and mlsinformatl-on vrre have receivedfrom the Governorrs of f  ice- over t-h" past many months, i t  wourdseem that  the Governor  wants to  make ia  as a i f r icurr  as poss ibrefor the pubric to contribul"__::r!iI"n--i" his r.ni,ra-"rosed_doorsselect ion of  judges'  s" .n pr ivate conduct of  government businessis consistenu wiln wnai-war reported by Andrea Bernstein in herpiece "pataki' �s secreiJ' 
-tnat 

;;;;;"i on. tne op-Ed page of theMarch 23, L996 New york Tirnes fUi i r iUi i  , ,c, , ) .

+ < ' b "



David Gruenberg, Esq. Page Two A p r i l  1 8 ,  L 9 9 6

You told me you also had Do information about the membership andrures and procedures or tne 
-Eorli 'o.," 

ternporary judiciarscreening comrnission. Hor.cour-d yo. ,  "*prain,ht '  
- " ; ;ernor 

pataki- ,now in his -r"gord year 
,rr -.] ; t .*.=tu= nor yer estabrished apernanent judicial sCreening conrnission.

we berr'eve it is absorutery essentlal that the public--as welr asthe  S enate__ Jud ic ia ry -  Cornrn i t t . "__h. * r "  = . i "n  
* * in f  

o rmat ion .Theref ore, we are sendlng a gopy of this 
- 

i"It", to r"IichaerFinnegan, the Governorrs counserr--ro that  n" " i r . , - " r , r ighten bothyou and us on the subject.  
: rreL rrE q;.rn e:

you dtd ter-l ne that the Governor has made no judiciarnominations since tasi-].rr,". We would_ gr".t iy :Jppreciate yourwri t ten conf i rmat ion or Lnat fact ,  i=-w"rr  as i ; fo; ; ; r ron as to:
(1) how many judlc ia l  nominat ions were made by thecovernor up unti l that t i;;;-

(2,  their  names i

(3) the dates on which they vrere nominated;
(4) the dates on whtch the noninees were confirmed bythe senate Judiciary conrnii lee ana furr senace.

Although you assured me that .you wourd contact us . i@ed'.leryshourd Governor pataki r:1pp.ol;i-.lirail Newron to 1ne courr ofcraimsr r€ r"-,:lat r^1k"- .g prdtiae you ,i.tt, . uii- *oi" specif icity-
" il " iL"t if 

tf"" tfrEj 
-t&.t}: 

-=Llt-".i." *.,ii 
s u b s r a n r i ii n. t u r e o r o,, r

rn her capacit_y _as. a Judictar nember-- of the New york statecommissLon on ruaiciat donauct, ild;" Newton nas 
-ner 

protectedthe publlc from unfit 
- iuages--." - 

i." ;;;; 
'n?-, -u,.ty 

ro do.Rather, she has used trei p-osition ; commissio.,." to protecthigh-ranking,.  p.or i t i "arry lgonnected juages from the-consequencesof their  of f is iar  miscoiduct.  sne 
-rras 

done tnis--uy permit t inofurrv documented compraini" agalnst- tn"m--incruding conpraints oiheinous crininar ."dr--to be 
-summ;rii; '  

di;; i ;;;;:, 
-s.,."h 

summarydismissars, withqut any det"mir"l i"t itby th" commissron that thecompraints faciarry r icr  me1i. t  iu""u"; .  indeed in.y do not) ,
Iil:lT"u:r1"r"ff'U;;lll : ;- 

expr icid- "lli.,to"y i,,,"Jlgative duty
Last. year, hre_ brought an Art icre 7g DronaaAin_cornnisiion' on .rudiciir eonauct. rr,"r,rJ"unlili?ttn i.nTJi.r":n:request for referral to the Co.r-""no" so that a specialprosecutor nigh! be appointed to--inriesgigatl i;;- comrnission,sconpricity in high-re"; l"giciaf ""r",rit io.,, a"rnor,rt"ared by itsaforesaid contrary-to r ; ;  

-  
d i i l i ; " ; i ' ; f "  docunenred cornpraints of



Davld Gruenberg, Esq. Page Three Apr i l  18 ,  1996

criminal conduct by powerful Judges.
our Artrcr-e 78 cha.lrenge was so devasaii-yq tha.! the only way thecommission on Judicial- conduct "orio-Lurui.r. it was by engagingin r i t igat ion misconauct-tefore i-Jupr"re court Justrce who, by afraudurenr decision of ai=*i1-9:3i,"i5iiu durnp rhe case. This isproven by the ritlgation rirel-i 

- 
"opy oi which is i_n thepossessJ.on of the ai""rnUry^g;-gi";"i "ornlnittee, rogrether withvoluminous eorrespondence from us on €he subject.

As refrected by that correspondence, Judge.Newtonr dS a member ofthe commission. on ,fudiciai_ggF;id,.-i. i  been o, norice of rhecommissionrs r i t igat iot  
- t i " "onduct 

in the ei l i . i "  
'ze 

proceedincrand of the fraudu-lent, dismi=r"i--ot liiti"ir- i:r- ll-il" beneficiarvlIndeedr o.  August-  J-4,  l r%, 
! ! "  ,  publ ishldour Letter to the Editor ttcomilrilon auanaon=..-.tnvestigativeMandate'r, which puuricrv 

.procraimed itr.t tn" 
-Jismissar 

was anrnsupportabre fraud luxnfi it- l,Dr;j:a" charg" ttr"-"'commissionershave not denied, ret ar-onl controvertea.

Yet' Judge Newton--l ike 
- gh" rest of _ the comrnissioners__hasrefused to meet her ethlcar 

l i t p"rot_e==ionli luty to take
;ffffi:i"3rrilll"' 

s""n an indivi-dual i" 
'u'wJrtny 

or any
I{e wourd exnect that the senate--under thg readership of senateMaJority r,"ia"r J"=";h'i-r.r,o--rirr ;;;ar_ricularry interested incrarlfying the fact's ""r.t i*r" 

-Jo -in! 
eomnissitn on Judiciarconduct' As naY be seen from tne- ari lre ,,si. l"- po]it ici_ans toscrutinize .ruaiciar conduct 

. 
pan"ii,,_ "_n+:1. .p_p_Ja_r_"j. in the Marchr- ,  r '996 issue-_of t t re-rvew vortc posl  in" i i i . r i t .nu, :1,  Major i ty LeaderBruno has "xp:essEd-lGat--EonEein --at 

i.,ai!ltil.,= rhar thecomnission on- tudiciar 
"conauct 

i= 
-r, ir,.rrective;: --1= 

documentedll""r'l;.tt;l'sl"urJrt".[i*;; *,"d':l'li,iff.-'' isa nor ;";;i;
Consequently, by copy of thls l_etter 

r w€call upon her to Oeir6nsirit"-tn"t"[i" i i l .missa]. of our erticle 7sproceeding against the conrnissi;"-;; luaiciaf co'J'"t is not afraud--and to just i fy the const i tut ional i ty ot  tnJ-comnissionrs
i l:: 'o::"J.:XL.szooo:r, :charlensed in
To assr-st Judge Newton rn rneeting the specific legal and factuarissues invorvedr w€ encrose tne ti."f t-nree pages of our December15, r-995 retter to the assenbly .rrJi"iuri 

- 'co*.-i i t"" 
(Exhibitr rpt t ) - -Er copy of  which was sent to the aaministrator of  the



' l

Davld Gruenberg, Esq, Page

Commisslon on Judlclal Conduet,
distributed to the co*ri""ioners.

Apr i l  18 ,  L996

request that i t  be

I

Four

with a

Yours for  a gual i ty judic iary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center  for  Judic ia l

The New york Times

AI Guart , Post

t
: l

I

i

€Gna€<kArW

Enclosures

cc! Mlchaer Finnegan, eounser to Governor pataki
By cert i f ied Mai l /RRR: p_e. i_44g_ss4

Senate Majority Leader Joseph gruno
- By Cert i f ied MaiI /RRR: p_eoi_aa9_ees

Judge Juanita Bing Newt,on ,
-  By Cert i f ied MaiI /RRR! p_Bo1_44s_gs6
Assembly Judiciary conhittee

_ By Cert i f ied MaiI /RRR: p_8Ol__44s_s97
Andrea Bernstein, l lew york ObservJr

Coordinator
Accoun tab i l i t y ,  f nc .
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s h a l l  r o l r a l n  c o g n r z a n t . o ! . y  o o t n n l t m e n t . ' t o  p r o t o c t i n g  t h e  o r t r z e n s  o f  t r t r .stat6 from crrrne and vlolence and to "nrranc].ng-pui i i i  ""ntrdcnca in rheor lmina l  JueL j .ce  eys tenr l  .  .  

l - -  

"

.  c. Reognnqnd for appolntncnt, or deelgnadion only thosecrnd lda tag  who,  aa  de tern ined 'Ly  a  ma, lo r l t v  " " i i - ' i i - I i l  n ren ,uere  o f  rhcc o n r m i t t c e '  a r e  h i g h t y . q u a r t f l e < t  t o r . t h e  1 " i r " r " i  " i r i " "  ( o r  v h L c r r  * r e y  . r at ' c i r ' 9  c ' o n c r d c r c d .  N o  c o r n u r i t t e "  r r r o r r ,  p o i * - " " - i i r " - o i " i l a i " . t . r o n s  o f  a n v-+ : " : : : . ! : ,un . . t ,d r tc r  l$ r "dd lsur ry .  hae been uad€ by  br ro  cornrn l r re i  a r rd

d . .  .p reparc  v r r i t t cn  repor ts  on  tha  gua l r f rcu t rons  o f  eachc .nd tda te  l t  ds to rmr .ne ,  to_be r r t !h ry  q" . r i i r " j - i ; ; l ; ; ; ; ; ;d5  co  LheG o v € r r o r '  ? h r  r a p o r t s  s h a l t  r e m i i n ' c o t r l a c n t i . a l ,  6 X C O p E  t h a c  u p o n  t h e^nnor rcen€nt  by  ther  coy : r l? .  o f  an  appo ln t r . .n t  t r r " - . i .p l i t - rc rac ing  to  thoa p t ) o l n c e e  e h a L l  b o / a v a l l a b l e  f o r  p u b i i -  I n : p a c t l o n .  A I I  r € c o r d G  a n dd e l i b e r a g l o n s  o f  ,  s n d  a r l . " o * , " n r " i c i o n r  t o ,  .  t h e  . r u d i c i i t - i . r " " n t n 9comi t rce  rJ r - t t r  resuec t  to  a  cand ida tc i r  gu . i r r t " " ! i . " " - " i i . i r  be  ha ld  rncor r t l r ronce 'and 
sha i l -n : ._ ! " . ; i ; ; i ; ; ; ;  io  u -vo . "  o rher  rhan r r re  cover r ro r ,c o u n r e r  t o  t ' e  c o v e r n o r  o r  t r r e i r T d c s r g n e c a . -  N o t w t k r i s c " i , a i " g  t t r e  f < r r e g o r r \ 9 ,i  r r fo r rna t ion  submr t rcd  to  L r l€  . l , i . r ro i " i "J " rcon lng  couo, , l t leos-  re ra t ing  to  anappo ln tee  nay  be  d i sc l oEed  Uo  t hG  Scna le  whco  necee , s ! r y  f o r  cons t i t u t l ona lcon f l r r na t i on  o f  t r r e  appo ln tec ,  and  i n f o rua t ron  submr t t i d  t o  t he  . r ud ! c ra rf, iE€t8l crt"c!tsmit66rrga", h".9,{ i glerefl rc.i;i, esn6i. iiiFil"it,rruuu i za b ron r r

3 '  A  6 ta tG  . t ud l c t a t ' - s c r con rng  co rhm l tLc . . r r  ' eL rby  oe rab r r shed .  Th .sratc rudrc l i r  screen{ns comnrr16"-"h; i ; - ; ; ; ; r " i  i i i i i i r i l ln  .o .uo,o,  b l reC o u n s e l  e o  t h o  G o v o r t r o r . . t l r a  C h a L r p o r g o n  o f  c e c h  o t l  t h c  D c p l r t n r c n t . LJudrc la l  sc rcenrns  comnrr t r ro .  " t t " l i i r ioa- ;y - ; ; ; " ; ; ;o 'n -n-#  Eh is  o rd . r .  .ndtwo o t  rho  orhcr  m6mber !  o t  oaoh or  t t r i  oop i r inon[ i , r -J r r i f J i . r .  sc rccn lngCooml t tees ,  eho Bhr l . l , !1  
le tegget l -bV- t to  covornor .  I  the  Char rperso '  o f  thes ta te  Jud ic rar  sc reonrng comni r rc "  , r , " r r  u " ' i i f " i i t i ; " ; y - l ; "  covernor  , roml n l o t r g  t h e  n e n b o r r  o f  t h o  C o x s r l b t , o € .  

IT r r€  te rm o f  o f ( tcc  o f  any  mernbcr  o f  the .  g ta te .  budtc rar  soroonrngCof i tn r i t tee  eha l . I  cxp t ro  r t  the  same t lme as  Bho membi r ,s  to rn  o f  o f f l cc  on  aDepor tncn t r l  Sc tccn ing  Coml t i t , t€a  "xp i r " " .  
;

Th6 St . t .  Jud lc ia l ,gc rcen ing  Conml , t toe  e f ra l f  n ive  Jur lsd lo t lon  tocor rs ldar  t t re  q t ra r i f l caLrona " r  " in i r i i ' " !o1  fo r .apporh t rncn t  ro  rhe  o f f i cee  o f, )u ( lqo  .1nd t , ro6 [d ing  J r rdge o f  t t rc  cou i l -o t  C fa i r r rs ,  n i  a - ' to - " " .ommend to  thcGovernor  a r I  sc rson!  whom r t  f J .ndo h l ;h ly  qua l i f ied l  ro i - t i i " "  lud ic ia lo f  f j  o q s .  
i

th6n  c r (e rc l . r fn l  
!h9  

power  to  a" r tg r , " t "  an .  o . " f rd rng  Judg€ o f  thoc o u r t  o f  c l a i m 6  p u r i u a n t  r o  s e c r r o n  z l i y ^  o 1  t h e  c o u i t  o f  c l a i r n c  A c t ;  o r  t h ep o r . , e r  ! o  a p p o i n t  a , r u d g e  o f  r h e  c o u r t  o i  c r o i m i ; ; ; i ; r ; ;  i i  s e c t i o n  g  o fA r L l c l e  v I  o f  t h e  C o n s i l t r r t l o n  a n a  s e c i t o n s . 2 ( 2 1  a n d  2 ( 4 1  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o fc ) ' a l r n s  h c t ,  o r  t h e  p o w e r  r o  f r t r  a  v r c R n c y  r n ' t i . - o i r r . i ' o i . r r a g .  o f  L h €C o r r r ' [ . o (  C I a i m .  p u r t u a n t  L o  s o c t l o n  2 l ( b l  o f  A r t l c l 6  v t  o f  t l r eco '6 t ' i tuc ion ,  the  covernor  s r ra l r  apporn t  o r  dec tg ; ; i " ' ; . ; ;  poraons  wr ro  haveb e e n  r € c o n m e n d e c r  b y  t l r e  s r a r e . r u d r c i a r  s c r e e n i n g  c o t i * , r t f . i  a e  h r g h r y' luar i f led  fo r  the  Judr .c rar  o f f rcc  to  $ rhrch  t r , "  ipp" l " i . i i i  " ,  de : r rq r )a t ronJ .s  ro  bo  nrdc .  
- - - - i "  " ^ - ' ,  -

Tha gtat6 .rudiclar sc.cnrng corurr.t tee. sharl pionulgetc appropl:r.aber u l e s  a n d  r e g * l a t l o n a - t o - g o v e r n  i t r - p r f , " c c a l n g d  o n d , t l r o s o  o f  t h cDepar t^en tor  6nd county . r i rd rc ia l  sc r l " " rng- - " i . i i ' i "e " ' i l i o i r r . r , "a  by  th iEordcr .  ' rhc  ru le !  an< l  ieguracrona cnar i - i io ruc lo  ;a ; ; ; " ; ; ; - ;nd  prooedurerf o r  e n s r r r i [ g ,  t o  t r r e - e x t c r r t - p o e e r b l e ,  u n t f o r r n i t y  " t  ; " r t i o . l u  
f o r  e v i r l u a t r , r gL r r e  q . o r i f i c a L r o n s  . f  c a n c r i d i r e e  f o r  a p p o r n t n r e r t  " i  i J . . i s i i t r o n  r o  j u d i c t a lo ( f i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S U a r e .

4 '  A  Depar te tcn t  . r t rd lc l r l  Soreen lng  comml t tee  ls  hereby  ac tab l ig l rod  i r ro a c l r  J u d I c i 6 I  d e P i r r n e r r r  o (  t h e  s t ! r a .  
' r a c n  

o e p i i t t l n i l i - J r o i c i a rscreent 'ng  coroor t tee  s r ra lL  conr rs t  o f  .hh i r t " .n - ; ; ; i l ; ; i - - i r i .  nemrrers  s l ra r . rbe  se lec ted  by , re  Govcrnor ,  t ro  rnember .  sha l l  u .  "q iec ted  by  the  chre f. r t ldge  o f  t t re  Cour t  o f  Appea ls ,  two monbcr r  rha l l  be  se leo t rd  by  theA t c g r n o l '  c o ^ 6 r a l ,  o n o  n c n r l r c r -  r h r l l ' l t c  c . l c 4 + c . l  r . y  l r j -  r r ? - . l a l r i q  . T i l c t .  l c n  o fthe  ^ppe l la re  Drvrs ton  ro i -  rhab,  oepar tmin i , - ; ; " - ' i l " ; i l ; r - l , i i r  be  rc recre . rjo in t ) .y  by  t1e  reader :  o f .  o1g ^ " t ; ; - ; ; i i r i ; . i  
' ; r ; ; : ; ;  

i ; ; r i  house o f ,  rheL a g i s l a t u r c ,  o n e  * o r n b c r  s h a r r  u e - s e r e c t e d - t ; i " i i ; - [ y - i r r l - i " o u " r .  o f  t h eother  r t ra i jo r  po l tC lca l  par ty  in  eac l r  l rourc ,o f  tne 'LaSfa i " t " ro ,  and onen lombor 'shar l  be  se lec ter l  uy  t t r .  p rcaLdent  o f  . t .hs  Nc! ,  york  scace BarAss .c ia t ion .  ' the  char rpcr ;on  o f  eaoh Depar tmenb l l  Jud ic ia r  sc feen ingconmrttee 'halr be apporntod by the covoinor trom aniong tho ."^rr. ." of the
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t
bhe Conn l t tcc  chaL l  bc  A  res ldent  o f ,  have en

Judto ia l  dep l r ta6nt  in  w i r l ch  he  or  !h€  i r  Lo
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uach  oop r r rhmcn ta l  Jud l c i a l  So roon l . ng  Con rn l t t ee  sha I I  t r ave  Ju r l sd l c l . l on
to  ( : o t r s i dc r  t he  qu . l l f i ca t l o r r s  o f  ca r rd l da tes  f o r  des lgna t l on  Lo  b l r e  o f f i ces
o (  J u s t ) . c e ,  ' f € m B o r 6 r y  J u ! t l c c  o n d  P r c a l d ! . n g  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  A p p . I t a r c
O i v i e i o r r  o t  t . h c ' S u p r a m €  C o u r t  f o r  a u c h  d e p a r t m c n t , . a n d  c a n d l d a t . e s  f o r
. ^ ^ ^ t n l m . n r  t n  t h €  o f f l c a  o f  S u D r e n t e  C o u r t  J u 6 t i c e i f , o r  3 u c h  d e p a r t r r e n t , ,  a n d
to  r econ incnd  co . t he  Gov€ rno r  a I I  pe r ron t  uhom l t  f t nds  h tgh l y  qua l l f l ad  f o r
t hose  Jud l c i r a l  o f f i c c r .  

I
t l l r en  ex r r c l e l ng  t he  pows r  t o  dc r l gna te  chc  n r {a i d l ng  Ju iL l ca  o f  each

l p p e l l a t e . D l v l s l o n 4 u r 6 u a n t  t o  B e c t l o n  { ( c l  o f  n r t l c l e  V i  o f  H r e
cons tL tu t i o r r ;  o r  t he  powc r  t o  des lgna te  o the r  d l us t i c€s  o f  a r r y  Appe lLa te
D l v l s i o n ' p u r s r y r n t  t o  E e c t L o n s  { ( c l  a n d  4 ( d )  o f  l r r b i c l o  V f  o f - t l r e
Cons t i t u t l . o r r f - o r  t he  pov rGr  t o  des lgna te  add t r l onaL  Jus t l ced  o f  any
n p p e l l . a t e  o l v l i i o n  p u r r u a n t  t o  1 : c i t o n  4 l € )  o f  A r t l c l e  v I  o f  c h e
c o n s L i t u t i o n t  o r  t h e  p o v o r  t o  f t l l  a  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  o f f i o c  o f  J u s t i c c  o f
t he  Sup rcme  con r t  pu r l uan t  t o  Eec t i on  2 l  l a l  o f  A r l 4c l o  v I  o f  l he
ConCt l t u t i on ,  t hc  Gove rno r  shaL l  appo ln t ,  o r  des lgn i t e  on l y  pe rso l s  who  have
bee [  .  r eco rmcndcd  by  t hc  -  a r rp rop r l a t6 '  Depa r tman ta r  Jqd i c i . l  s c reen i ' g
c o m r r i t t e e  a e  h t g h l y  g u a l l f l e d  f o r  u h e  J u d r c l a l  o f f l " c  t o  w l r l o h  t l t e
lppolnrner l t  ia  to be ruade. '  

,

5 .  A  coun t y  Jud io ta l  s c reen tng  Comn l t t ea  l r  he reby  cs tab l l shed  l n  each
coun ty  o f  t l r e  S ta te ,  cons l . s l i ng  o f  l he  mernbe rs  o f  t he  DcFa r tn tanL . l  Jud i c i a t
sc reen ing  comrn l t t ee  f o r  t he  depa r tmen t  i n  wh l ch  t he  co t rn t y  i s  r ocaLed  p l u !
one  l dd i t l ona r  pe rson  vho  sha r r  ba  res l den t  o f ,  have  an  o? f l c c  r n .  o r  yo r k
l n  t he  coun t y  l n  r l r l ch  he  o r  s l l 6  i s  t o  se r vc ,  t o  be  ec rec ted  by  t he  ch ie f
e x e c t t u t v c  o f f l c e r  o f  t h c  c o u h L y .  T h a  C h a l r u r a n  o f  t h c  o e p a r [ m c n t  . l u d i c i a l
sc raan lng  co rnmr . t t aa  eha l l  a l ao  ac r ve  as  cha l r r nan  o f ,  t h6  doun t y . r ud i c i a l
Sc roon ing  Comn l t t ee .  

i
Ar  uacd heroin,  lhG tcr tn 'chl r !  cxcoutLvc of fJLrrr  tor  Lho county

sha l l  r nean  uhe  appo ln tGd  o r  e l ec ted  coun t y  exeou t l v i c ,  a6  t he  caec  may  be l
o r  l f  t be re  bo  t ) o  l uch  o f f i c€ ,  t ho  cha l r nan  o f  t ho tgovc rn l ng  body  o f  t he
co r . l n t y i  p rov l ded ,  l l oweve r - ,  t ha t  f o r  coun tLo r  u l t n i n l - t t r e  c r t y  o r  i l aw  yo rk ,
t he  t e rm  ' ch i e f  execu t l ve  o f , f r oe r "  f o r  t he  coun t y  s ' ha rL  i t e i n  t ha  xayo r  o i
t ha  C l t y  o f  New  yo rk .  

!
. l l a ch  Coun ty  . r ud t c l a l  So rcen lng  Co ru r l b t eo  rha l l l  nave  Ju r i ed i c r l on  t o

c o n 6 l d c r  t h e  q u a l l f l c a t l o n !  o t  c a n d l d s t o .  f o r  a p p o l h t m e n t  t o  t h e  o i f t c e c  o f
J u d . J e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r ! ,  j u d g e  o f  t h e  s u r r o g a t l , s ' c o u r t ,  a n d . r u d g e  o f  t r l €
Fam i r y  cou r t  ou t6 l d re  o f  t hc  c t t y  o !  Ncw  yo rk ,  f o r  a .uc l r  " o rn t y ,  anc i  t o
[ econunand  f o  t he  covc r -no r  a l l  pe r6ona  vhom l t  f i nds l h j . gh r y  q r ra r t f t ed l  f o r
t h o s e  J u d l c i a l  o f t i c c e .

when  cxc r c l c rng .  t ho  pouc r  o f  appo in t r n rn t  t o  r l i r r  e  vaeancy  i n  t he
o f f l c s  o (  J u d g c  o t  t h c  c o u r r t y  c o u r t ,  . t u d g e  o t  t h o  s t r r r o g a L e , s  - o u r t ,  o r  o fJ u d g c  o f  t h e  P a n t i l y  C o u r t  o u t a i d e  o f  t h 6 - c l t y  o f  N e F  y o ; k ,  p u r s u a n L  t o
s e c t i o r r  2 I ( a l  o f  A r t l c l e  V I  o f  t h e  C o n s t l t u t i o n ,  C h L  C o v e i n b r  6 h r l l  a p p o i n t
o r l y  pe rsons  ' " ho  have  becn  reco rmended  by  chc  app rop r l a te  coun t y . r ud i c i a r
sc reen i r r g  co rnn r i t t , ee  aa  h19h l y  gua t i f l ed  f o r  t hs - j ua i c i a r  o f f i c c - t o  w l r i ch
thG  appo inbn rs t r t  i c  t o  bc  0ade .  I

6 .  The  t e rns  o?  o f f r cc  o f  t he  membc r r  o f  t l r €  f r ud i c t a r  sc reen rng
conu r r l , L t cos  c r t abL l shod .  by  t h t r  Exccu t l vo  o rde r  r ha l f ,  u " - i " r  a  t e rm  o f  t , h r66ye i r !  on . l  s t r bJec t  t o  t he  p rov l a l o t r c  o f  aac t l on  s  o t i  i l r e  pub l l c  o f f l ce r s
La l , .  vacanc las  a l r a l r  be  l I I t cd  l n  t he  6 rme  ma l rna r  ab  l n l t l a r  appo l t r t n ren t i ,
and  a  pe rson  appo i l r Lad  t o  f l - l l  a  vacancy  eha l l  r c r ve  f o r  t he  rena lnde r  o f
t l r e  unexp i r ed  t o r rn .  No  nemb€r  6ha r l  be  ren roved  uy  [ t r i - - o " . r no r  excep t  f o rc a u s e .  

!

? .  No  f i e i r be r  o (  a  d t r r d l c l a l  Sc r c .n t - ng  comt t t e l  s l r a l l  ho l d  any
Juc l l c i o l  o r  o l ecLed  P t l l ) l l c  o f f i co  f o r  w l r i . ch  he  eha l l  r ece l ve  compo i t a l L l on
d u r l ' g  h i s  p e r i o c l  o f  s c r v i c e ,  n o r  e h a t r  h c  h o r d  a n y ,  o f f i c e  r n  a n y  p o . r . i u i l a r
p a r t y .  n o  m e n b c r  o f  a  J u d l c l a l  s c r e e n l n g  c o m m r r t c l i  a r r a l l .  b e  a t t l t l t e  r o r
aPPo in t , non t  t . o .  any  Ju . l l o i ! I  o f  f  i ce  w t t h tn  t he  Ju r t sh t c t l on  o f  t he  Ju< l i c l a l
s c recn l t l g  Conun i t t oe  on  wh l ch  t t t e  n ( !mb6 r  ge rves -du r l ng  t he  nen lba r , !  pe r l od
o f  s e r v l c e  o E  l t l t h l n  o n €  y e a n  t h G r c a f t o r .  M o m b e r r  o E  J r r d l o i a l  s c r e e r r l r r g
co rnn r l t t ao r  r ha l l  r ece l vc  no  cox rFe t raa t l on  f o r  t ho l r  ee r v l o i ,  bn t  s t r a l . t  bc
en t l t l cd  Lo  t e i nhu roenan t  f o r  any  ncca .aa ry  expenecb  i ncu r i ea  by  t hem l n
conncc t l on  v r l t h  t hc  pc r f o r rnanc€  o (  t he l r  du t i e i .  Each  j ud l c l a r ' ec reen l r r g
comn l t t ee  s l r a l l  have  a  pa la t  s t a f f  ava l r ab re  t o  t t  3u f f l ; l en t  t o  enab le  t he
comml t t ee  t o  c r r r y  ouc  p rope r r y  r t e  r aspons lb t r r t r e i r  i n c ruc l i ng  adequaLe
i r r vee t i ga t i ons  l n t o  a l ! .  r sa the rs  r e l evan t  t o  bh6  qua l l f l c ! t l ons  o f
ca r rd i da tes  f o r  appo lnEmen t  t o  j ud i oJ .a l  o f f i co .  

:

8 .  Excap t  a3  h r y  be  neccssa ry  o r  app rop r t a te  p r l o r  t o  t he  t i nc  t he
Jud l c i a l  Sc reen lng  Commi t t eoa  Gr t , ab l l 6hea  by  ch l c  Execu t l v c  o rde r  a re  f u l l y
oPa ra t i oAa l ,  t l r €  po r r . r  t o  f l L l  a  vacancy  l n  a  j ud i c i a l  o f f i ce  r r i l l  be
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exe rc looc l  by  t . he  Gove rno r  i n  aeco rdance .w t th  t l r e  p / , ov l . e l ons  o f  t l l l ' s
C x e c u t i v e  O r c l e r .  E x e c u L l s e  O r d e r  N u m b e r  1 1 4 . 2  d a b e ' d  l 4 a y  2 6  '  1 9 9 3 ,  i s

revoke t l  a r rd  supe rsedec l  t r y  t h i s  Fxecuh i ve  Orde r .  !

t  L . S .

/

- - A

.  { i

BY TIIE GOVBRNOR

G  I �  N  u n c l e r  L r r y  h a n d  a n d  t h e  P r i v y

Saal  o f  the  s ta te  tn  Lhe c i . t y

. . - l - - . - * r r  - . - e . - ^ - L . . -  f  i  f  t  h
c t t  f l l - O r r l /  L r . ^ r  t ! ! v . . e ,

t \
I

day o f l  Rpr i l  in  the  year  one

U h o u s a n d  n i n e  h u n d r e d  n i r r e L y -

f L v o .  I
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l s l  B r a d f o r d . I .  R a c e ,  J r .

Soc reLa ry  t o  t l t e  Govg rno r
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i  , ,.TS,I.AUL.IS|II,NG A ,I 'EMPONAIIY 
JUDICIATI,ro ENsunE rrar .ruDrcriir,^6iorcEn ApporNTEEs

Wll l jRDAS, uf lder  the Const l tu t lon and
5l;i:?:l :;r: l::::uud-iit i .,fh.,",po'aib'ity

WHEREAS,  by  Exeeut ivc  o rder  No,  t0  r^ faya .ordered tha t  . rud ic ia lffi:illff"::Ti5'::;.* 
.;l*:ii"ffilll;hil.' 

tnat :uailiri Jrri"",------

l :1. l :  t '  l l t l l l t ; . I1f i3": : : :"3""entlv exist tn^various judiciar orrtcesq ua rl r i ed cinaitate ; -.; ;iil-;lii:"i,:Xi:i:ll"Fg:id:i"ili;llill;;", 
:""l rereaf  ter  ar ' tse, -pr lor  t " - t r , . - t r r "  i l ; -J ; i l ; iar  screening corunr . t teee are

fulry operationali  trrme cne ; ludioial s"r""ning--iJ*

yorrq, o, "13[;.*:?*i,lg-:;.fr;,lll^f!"f:unlloil:,li:i;:"8;":frlliirj,l"liu"f"ll,
of  the  sba[e  o f  New vor i , - I J - ie reby  order  as  fo l lowsr

SCNOONING COMIITITTDE
ARE OF TIIE TIIGIIES.f  QUALITY

laus  o f  New york r  theof appoint lng var lous

l .  A ternpoiary Judlcial  Scraenlng Comm{ttee is
2, The Tenrpol:ary .rudicial  ScrecnLng Committee

hereby  es tab l i shed.

s l raL l :
a .  n t , .  t he .d l rec t i on  o f  t he  Govqsn l< lcLornr tnar ior . r  r^ar  r I_ i " - i i ; : r : ; r ; " : , " :X: : : : : r  _ fo l towtns i l re  Govgjn6",  ",  l u s t i c e  L t r a t.ruarcri, r;;":;iij.l:x.il.l"i::iil*i,"i?i::oii:iliia";l:,iF*tiit!fi1 u.t l te  quat i r ic i r io" ;  ; ; ' - ; ; ;u ' iX"  

are ru l lv  operat lon; i ; - r I ; i ; i  a 'o  evaluate:ii' : t:;':: r; il:;::f " ;;' ;:* ;tfuitilf ;+fi;iidltil ;lili,,iiil;;;" ",: "::# i".ii :, : ii:: lii;i,:lti;iff ir#: ;".ihu,ff r,":: ::,.:* : n: s ou i r ii o rand shal r  nor .grve any_ "o i " ra"rot ion t i - l i " - . . " " r  reJ. te 'e" ,  T" ; l * ; i : ; : . : .
nar ionql  " . ro l : :_"" rJh-J" i .nc. t ron 

o i_pJ i i t lca l  a f f i l rar lor . r  or  a
c a r r d i d a , L e .  W tT:-?:T'r," rr 15il:fi'"#:i;i;l':;, :t :;ffiiliili;I";;i$j:ili,if;:l"i:;1","or  rh is  srare- I : :T " ; i ; ; * ; ; j ' v rore i ro ; - i l ; - i ;  

enhoncin j - ; ; ; i i .  con*dence in
b l re or lminal  jusbice ;y" tJr i .v ror€nqe and to enrro" l i ig- ; ; ; i j

,.,ho, "" uol;,,liFillll:l;itiiiiillilil"?,.ii"*ffi:i:,":^1il".!e".. canr,,dateal - t i g h l y ' q u a l i f i e o  t o r  t h e  j u d lconer.reJ"Jl*-'i'n" "o'n,ili"i';f,:iit"3fti::"i;f $l"l-ilii ;;; ;:TH:'""r dr€
:l:o.u"Le u,rril arher ;-;;";;"g1, rnq,.,ili"nll ;l:^r;:l:O;;;i*i;:.i,irlll,

i -

c. preparo wrl t ten report :  on hhe c

::lliiii: 
i;n3er:irnr"l"-i"-il"_!1nlt, 

s;.iiirlu and recornrnends to thea nno u ncem" "' iv'if;3".;3"11'll: :;'ii ";fflfi*:ii"il. "ff;:fflll;ffi; ll".n"
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'  
de l i be ra t l ons .o f l  and  a1 l  somrnun i ca t l one  to ,  t he  Tempora ry  Jud tc i . a l' : '  s c reen ing  co rnmr t i ee  t " r t n -  r "ap " " i - t o -a  cana tda te re  qua l { f i ca t i ons ' sha l l  behe ld  i n  con f i dence  and  sha11 -no t .  b€  d l sc losed - to -a i i vone  o the r  t l r an  t he' '  
Gove rno r ,  counse l  t o  t he  Gave rno r  o r  t he i r  aee fgnees .  No tw i ths tand ing  the

,  f o rego lng r  l t t f o rma t l on  aubml t t ed  t o  rhe -  rempor i i y - J . ra rc i r r  s ; ; ; . ; i ; g'  l ;  comml t t ee  re la t i ng  t o  an  rppe in tee  may  be  d iec to iea  to  t he  sena te  when
necessa ry  f o r  cone t l Lu t i o t t a l  con f l rma l i on  o f  t he  appo in tee  and  to  t 5e'  Jud i c i a l  sc reen lng  comrn l t t cc r , f  l n  ad td . t t l on ,  i n i o rm i i i on  subn i t t e4  i o  t t r e{r  i^ - - -e,e-- iaa;  Lc i :gc}c=td ! - : '  1a: ,  a tbo,  narc. ,n or .  or .oanizat ion i fd i sc losu re  Ls  requ i red  l n  "onn " " i i . ' n -  w i t i r  d t sc tp t i n " i l  ; ; ; ; ; " l i r r " .

3 :  The Temporary i lud ic ia l  screenlng cornmit tee shal l  consis t  of  thefo l l 0wrng  n rembers :  t he  dee ignee  o i - t n "  r r t t " i " " y - i en " ro r r  t he  < les ignee  o ft l t e  ch ie f  Judge  o f  t l r e  cou r t -o f  Appea l s ,  t t u  co i r "u " l  t o  t he  Gove r r ro r ,  t hesec re ta ry  t o  t he  Gove rno r ,  t he  o t i l " t o r  o f  c r i n tna l  Jus t i ce ,  t he  p res lden to f  t ha  New ro rk  Sca te  Ba r  Asaoe ia t l on  o r  h l r  dee ignee  a1d  the  Ho 'o rab reLawrenee  l l '  cooke '  f n rn te i ^ - ch le f -  .Tuc lge  o f  t he  cou r i  o f ,  appea la ,  who  sha l lac t  ' r s  l t s  c l r a i r pe rson .  No  n tember  5 r  t t , a  conu r r i t t ee  s l r a l . l  ho l c l  a r y  j ud i c l a lo r  e lec ted  p r ' r b l l c  o f f l ce  f o r  wh i c l t  he  gha l l  r ece l ve  compensa t i on  du r l ng  l r i sp e r l o d  o f  E e r v i c e ,  n o r  s h a l l  h e  h o l d  a n y  o f f i c e  i n  a l y  p o l l t i c a . t  p a r t y .l " l embers  o f  t l r e  co run l ' t t ee  sha l l  r ece i ve  no  co rnpenca t i on  f o r  t he l r  i e r v i ce ,b t t t  s l r a r l  be  e t tE i t l ed  t o  re imbursemen t  ro r  ; l i - ; ; ; ; ;Ea ry  expe ' ses  r -ncu r rec lby  t he rn  i n  connec t i on  w l th  t ne  p " r i o r ^ "n . .  o f -  t he l r  duE . i es .  The  o f f i ce  o fcounse l  t o  t he  Gove rno r  sha r l  ^ i t " - i " " i r ab le  t o  [ n "  commLt tee  su f f l c l enLstaf  f  a t rd resourcea to anable the comrnt t tu"- to"oJr iy  o. r ,  proparry i tsr e s p o n s l b l l i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g . a d e q u a t e  i n v e e t i g a t l o n s  l n t o  a l r  n r a t t e r s
: : l : : : l t  

t o  bhe  quaJ . i r i ca€ lone ' " i - " "na ra iu " i - i " . " i p [o rn t ^enc  
ro  j u< t i c i a l

a

4 '  u p o r r  w r l t t e n  n o t i f l c a b l o n  t o  t h e . e h a l r p o r s o n  o f  t h e  T e m p o r a r yJud i c i a l  sc reen ing  comnr l t t e€  t i " i - - t i "  chaL rpe i s ; ; - ; i  a  JudLc ia r  sc reen ! .ngCommlE tee  rha t  t he  co run i t t ee  l " s - i " i i y  opa ra t i ona l ,  t he  Tompora ry  Jud i c i a l9< : re  en lng  comrn l t t e . '  r l r n l . l  .  oeqse  r . r v r iw l i r g - ; h ; - ; ; ; i  j . i t oa t t o , r r  o f  en 'd l r Jahenr o r  J u d l o r a l  o r r l c e a  w t t h t n - d ; ;  l u " i " a r o [ r ; ; - " i - i h ;  n o r l r y r n g  c o n m l r r o o  a ' dsha l l  t ransmlL  to  t l re  cha i rperso i , -o r - tn "  no t i f y lng  corun l t tee  a l r  re revancirr forrnat ion, recorcls and reports 
-reiat ,rhg 

to cancl id.atea.

' ' ; i i i i l r
r ,  , r  G  I . V  E  N  u n d e r  m y  h a n d  a n d  t l r e  p r i v y

!
'  r  ,  .  .  r  Saa l  o f  t he  S ta te  l n  H re  C l t y

{ , , , ,  o f  A l b a n y  t h i s  t w e n b y _ f i f t h

L .  s . ctay of April ln ilre year onc

thousand n lne  huuc l red  n lne ty_

f l v e .

/  g l  G e o r g e  E .  p a r a k itsY , f I IE GOVENNOR
i

_ / s /  B r a d f o r d  i I .  R a c e ,  J r .Secre tary  to  the  Cover i ro r -
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Cpxrrn p, lvotcttt- AccouNTaBILITy, rruc.

By Fax: 5 I 8-486-4466

(914) 421-t2OO. Fax (914) 684-6554
E-Mail: probono @ delphi.com Box 69. Gedney Station

White Plains, New york t0605

April24, 1996

Honorable George pataki
Governor of the State ofNew york
Executive Chambcr
State Capitol
Albany, New york 12224

Attcntion: Martha McFIugh, Director of Scheduling

Dcar Govcrnor pataki:

^ 
A: you may know from past correspondence sent to your oflice, the Center for JudicialAccountabilitv, Inc. is a nationainon-profit,_non-part;;n, liti".nr, ";g;"i;;;; _- headquarteredin white Plains' New York.-- workini to rebuild ourjuaicll system by meaningfurreform of thejudicial selection and. disciplin. p.or. rrs. Earlier this month, our work was featured on an A&Ecable documentary about judiciil misconduct, which uir.a-tr,roughout th";;;i,y. A copy of ourinformational brochure is enclosed. 

----' -"-:'

wc undcrstand that you are to be the Law fay speaker on May lst at pace universityLaw school in white plains' although you.are probably heavily scheduled on it u, day, would itbe possible for us to. make a brief prisentation to you on urt arof the people of the State of NewYork while you are in white plains? our presentation is not an award or citation, but somethingfar more important to the citizenry of this 3tutr: petitionsexpressly addressed to you as Governorand signed by thousands of New Yorkers--calling for an investigation ofjudicial comrption inNcw york State. 
--------o

To substantiate the compelling need for.such investigation, we also wish to present youwith a copy of the litigation file of oui case against the New york state commission on Judicialconduct' As detailed in our past correspond.n." to your o{fice, that file ao"u,,,"nt".ityestablishes that the commission on Judicial conduci ll r"r*pt and has corrupted the judiciarprocess' For your convenience, we enclose 
l copy "r""i i.tter to the Editor, .,commission

Abandons Investigative Mandate" published tl m" augurt-ta, lgg5 New york Lav, Jounnlabout our ground-breaking legal challenge to the comilission and how it was du.ped by thesupreme court, New york county, in a'fraudur;dil;;t of dismissal.

It would bc a powerful symbol of your commitment to restoring public confidence in ourthird branch of government if you, as New yort's'cpo, *"ra find a rn'orn"ni* Law Day topersonally accept the Petitions of thousands ofNew yo.ters addressed to you, as well as ourcorroborating litigation fire against the commission on Judiciar conduct.
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Governor George Pataki Page Two April24,1996

If it is impossible to schedule our personal presentation on Law Day, please let us know
whcn wc could make such presentation on an alternate date as close to Law Oay as convenient to
commcmoratc your commitment. Kindly fax or telephone the Center so that appropriate
arrangcmcnts can bc made.

Our deepcst appreciation for your attention to this issue of transcending public
importance

Yours for a quality judiciary,

&nza.€KtSaW
ELENA RUTI{ SASSOWER" Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

Enclosures


