
process  by  chemica l  comPan ies ;

p l a s t i c s  p r o d u c e r s ;  m a k e r s  o f

iubber,  dyes and Pest ic ides;  PulP
and paper mi l ls  that  use chlor ine

bleaches; and incinerator Plants.
The  repo r t  does  no t  men t i on

corporate producers of dioxin, such

as Dow or lvlonsanto, who stand to

lose i f  the EPA c lamPs dorvn on

d iox in  re leases .  Fo r  Yea rs ,  t hese

compan ies  have  o rches t ra ted  a

polit ical and scientif ic campaign to

con fuse  the  pub l i c  and  c rea te  a

bureaucratic stalemate.
Corporations could face bil l ion-

dollar larvsuits for health and envi-

r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b Y

dioxin exposures. But they stand to

save mill ions of dollars if they can

settle pending larvsuits before the

EPA reassessmen t  i s  f i na l i zed ,

because the final report would give

complainants greater evidence that

dioxin is hazardous.
The  V i rg in ia -based  C i t i zens

Clearinghouse for Hazardous lVaste

has called for an immediate halt to

the incineration of hazardous waste

a n d  a  p h a s e o u t  o I  c h l o r i n a t e d

organic compounds in all industrial

p roduc t i on .  G reenPeac  e '  s  Ze ro

D iox in  campa ign  a rgues  tha t

processes that  create d iox in must

either be altered so that no dioxin is

produced, or banned.

SSU Censored Researcher:

NIary Jo Tha.ver

COMMENTS: The significance of
the recent f indings of the health

dangers  o f  d iox in  rece ived very

l i t t le  a t ten t ion  f rom the  ma. in - : '

stream press, according to inves- 1
t iga t ive  au thor  S tePhen Les ter .  

'

"io *y knorvledge, there was no ̂
TV coverage, no coverage bY the ,
news weeklies and onlY minor cov- .
erage by several maior nervspaPers. '

C i v e n  t h a t  d i o x i n  i s  t h e  m o s t
potent carcinogen for the geneial i
popu la t ion  ever  tes ted ;  tha t  we i
knorv that dioxin is coming from.'1
inc inera tors ,  PaPer  mi l l s  ' i r ' nd

chemical processing Plants; ind
that i t  is gett ing into dairY Prod-:
ucts, meat, fish and breast 4ilk,.:
you'd think that the issue wo,11ld.i

have received more than the'cur'"i
sory  a t ten t ion  o f  the  chemica ! ; ;
traie press and one daY of 'here'si

E P A  s  n e r v e s t  r e P o r t '  i n  t h e '

Washington Post and New Yorl  '

Times."
Lester warned that dioxin is lhe

DDT of the '90s. "lt is persistent'
pervasive and shorving uP in*the

todies of people all over the wrirld'

I t  di f fers from DDTin that ' the
main concern rvi th DDT was i ts

carcinogenicitl '. \\ ' ith dioxin, hot

only is i-t a Potent carcinogen, but

i t s  non-cancer  caus ing  e f fec ts
( i n f e r t i l i t y ,  d e  P r e s s e d  i m m u n e

,.rponr., endometriosis, loss of-sex.

drive, diabetes) occur at verY loq

levels, levels already found in the

g.n . r r t  popu la t ion .  These ihd

ith., no.t-."ncer effects may Prove

to be more imPortant than dioxin's

abil it l  to cause cancer' We have to

knorr i  p 'hat  d iox in is ,  where i t  is

conring from, and horv it 's hurting

us before we can do anYthing about

it. And, we need to knorv that we

can  do  someth ing  abou t  i t '  No t

l i festy ' le  changes,  but  saving our

lives."
Les te r  cha rges  co rPo ra te

America is benefit ing from the l im-

i ted media coverage g iven d iox in '
" i t lore speci f ica l lp  the chemical

and paper industrY that  does not

want to alter its Production Prac-
t ices to e l iminate the chemicals

( l a rge l v  ch lo r i ne )  t ha t  gene ra te

dioxin as a by-product of Produc-
t ion.  Industry  saYs that  rve need

more studies and theY hi re h igh

po*'ered public relations firms to

argue their points and deluge the

m a i n s t r e a m  m e d i a  r v i t h  i s s u e s

designed to confuse and defuse the

p ress ' s  i n te res t .  Gove rnmen t  i s

rcluctant to act and finds it easiest
to do nothing but study and study
and study and studi' ..."

The organizat ion Lester  rvorks
for, the Cltiren, Clearinshouse for
[ l aza rdous  Was te ,  has -begun  a

. campaign to educate the American
public about the dangers of dioxin.
"\\c 

have written several additional
rrt icles for our nervsletter, prepared
' c a m p a i g n  

k i t s , ' s e n t  c o p i e s  t o
grlssroots environmental orsaniza-
tions and to the mainstreani press.
\\ 'c have written and published a
book-D7ing from Diixin (South

End Press, 1995)-and have begun

efforts to create alliances with orga-

nizations across the country to edu-

cate people and begin to eliminate
d iox in  exposures .  S t i l l ,  there  has

been very little media interest and

coverage of this storY."
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SAN FR\NCISCO CHRONICLE
Date:7125195
Title: "Deadly Differences in

Prenatal Care"
Author: Ramon G. lvlcleod

THE NEW YORKTIIVIES
Date:7126195
Title: 

"ln a Ranking of iVlaternal

Health, U.S. Trails ivlost

Developed Nations"

Author: Phil ip J. Hilts

SYNOPSIS:  An est imated 1.3 mi l -

l ion women die wor ldrv ide everY

yea r  f r om comp l i ca t i ons  o f  P reg -
nancy and childbirth, according to

a repor t  f rom PoPulat ion Act ion

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a  t h i n k  t a n k  i n

lVashington, D.C.
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The prob lem resu l ts  f rom a

deadly.onflu.n". of economic and

sociai factors related to pregnancy

ar j  ch i fdb i r th ,  most  assoc ia ted

*i , t ,  ,  lack of Prenatal  care and

medical p.rror,n.l, according to the

researchers.
The studY reviewed data in ten

categories of maternal health and

eauJeach of the ll8 countries sur-

i.y.d . score based on its Perfor-
*"n".  in those categories'  Areas

r a t e d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

*orn.n who die during childbirth'

teenage Pregnancy' contraceptive

ur., p-r.n"trl "r,,, and availabilitY

of safe abortions.
The  coun t r i es  w i t h  t he  bes t

overall rankings were, in order, Italy'

b .n* . rk ,  NLr*aY,  Sweden'  and

Bele ium. Ranked the worst  were

tntrtl, Co.tgo, Somalia, Angola' and

Zaire. ln the latter three countrtes'

the average woman has more than

, i *  U r U i J t  i n  h e r  l i f e t i m e '  a n d

maternal  death rates range f rom

600 to 1,000 Per 100,000 births'
The studY shows that the chance

of dt' ing from PregnancY or child-

birth vaiies dramatically in different

oarts of the world, from I in 7 in

intrti to about I in 17,000 in ltalY'

The rate in the United States is

I in 5,669 and the U'S' was ranked

l8th. The U.S. did not rank higher

among  the  deve loPed  na t i ons

largelv because of teenage Pregnan-

"i."r-it, rate is about six t imes that

of European nations-and a rela-

tivelr lorv rate of contraceptive use'

1 1 0  C E N S O R E D

Al thoueh i t  s t i l l  fe l l  in  thd :

, t"Jt ; t -"J. ty lorv r isk" gtouP 3f

couniries, the United States rankeil ,
behind such emerging countries af.

Dr. Shanti R-. ConlY, Director of '

r"i i"y-i.t.arch f or PoPulatiot
Action International, warned thil

the U.S. "is likely to drop even farl

ther if this Congress continues as,it

has  s ta r ted . "  A  ProPosa l  t9  t l$

public contraceptire sen'lces ln the

U.S. has been aPProved i"  com'l :

Thiwan and SingaPore'

mittee, she said. ': 
:i

Although an imPortant facto'r

affecting tie ranking is a countryl

relat ive wealth,  according to.  Pg
Conll', some quite Poor countn-ei

hrue'*ork.d Ln rvomen's health

issues and ranked *ell, while othSr

"r,iont of great rvealth scored rel&

tively poorlY. ':

SSU Censored Researcher:
Doug Huston

CON,tlvlENTS: Ramon G' N'lct€o4

author of the San Francrscg

Cnion;nt, ^nicle, said the subiect'of
"prenatal  care of women in tJ lc

tt,ird Wotta, and even in indu*nrt

states, is hardlY one that gets mlcn

attention in the media' It iust rn'l

the kind of subiect matter thlt P3

a lot of iournalists' male or teq?r:

The reason, I  think, is that m,?5'

U.S' editors and writers don't s1-t'

;;;" it;t. that affects Americanr

-,r.h. The realitv is that i1 aff'lis

us both directll'and indirectlY: ' '

"Hiqh maternal death rates are

. , l , , ror ia l rvavs found in countr ies

i r i th  ur ts table PoPulat ions '  When

\ ro rnen  a re  hea l t h i e r  t heY  have

l,ealthier, and ferver babies' So while

the average Amer ican reader maY

,.rot care aLout rvhether a mother in

Kenta survives childbirth, she maY

care a great deal about the imPact

"i t i*t poPulation growth on the

enrironment and immigration Pres-

sures. And if she cares about these

issues she maY be more wil l ing to

s u p p o r t  t h e  f u n d i n g  i n c r e a s e s

n. . i .d  to helP other  women sur-

vive their childbirths."

Illcleod feels the onlY ones rvho

benefit from the lack of coverage

are those that 
"don't want to spend

an ) 'money  on  ove rseas  deve loP-

ment or who maY somehorv believe

tha t  improv ing  ma te rna l  hea l t h

cquals abortion, which it doesn't '"

25
E. Col-t-
Now A National
EpidemicJ$lls
50O Americans
Annually
S<rurcc:
ABC-NE\VS 20/20 Tianscript #l i38
D.rtc:9/22l9 j
Titlc:'Alrval's. Alrvavs \\rell Done"
'\uthor: Rcported by Arnold Diaz

SYNOPSIS:  Iv lost  Amer icans f i rs t

became familiar with E. coli several

!ears ago when four children died

iro* .tt ing hamburgers at fack In

the Box restaurants. What mill ions

of people don't know is that there

hau .  b . . n  dozens  o f  ou tb reaks

since then and manY hundreds of

people have died. The problern has

not 'been resolved,  but  rather  has

worsened.
E. coli 0lr7H7 has norv become

so widespread it is being called a'r

epidemic. Official estimates reveal

that E. coli is kill ing as many as 500

people a year and causing another

2O,OOO people to become sick'

The 
-deadlY 

E- coli, first discov-

ered  in  hamburger  in  1982,  has

increased significantly over the past

decade. It's found in the intestines

and feces  o f  some ca t t le  and is

sometimes accidentally transferred

onto the meat during the slaugh-

te r ing  process .  Wi th  s teaks  and

roas t -s , -E .  co l i  i sn ' t  cons idered

much of a Problem because it l ies

on the surface and is easili ' killed

during cooking. But w'hen the meat

is gro-und ,rP, the bacteria on the

,u i f r " .  can  ge t  mixed in to  the

middle of the hamburger where it's

much harder to cook out'
E. coli is not in every hamburgeq

but it could be in anY hamburger'

With an estimated one out of everl'

1,000 hamburgers containing this

organism, this should be a matter ot

concern  fo r  most  Amer tcans '

Americans eat more than 20 billion
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